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“| saw that some of the refugees really 
have interest in listening to the music | 
play, and so that’s how | saw that music 
could be very important for the refugees, 
so | had a vision to form my own group in 
the refugee camp.” —Reuben Koroma, 
singer, on the origins of Sierra Leone's 
Refugee All Stars. 
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Forget charisma, we need vision 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
ave you been keeping an eye on the provincial election? Yeah, me nei- 
H= What is it about these particular candidates that makes this 
process so boring? It almost seems that elections were more exciting 
when the outcome was a foregone conclusion and the election was just 
another formality in a long line of coronations for King Ralph. 

And this was supposed to be it—the election. For young people in this 
province, this was to be our Harry Strom election, our moment to tum the big 
blue tide to something new, something different, something exciting. The 
hordes of youth coming of age and the multitude of new arrivals from Eastern 
Canada and around the world were supposed to finally change the political 
makeup of our province and usher in new era in provincial government. 

But what did we get? A whole lotta nothing. 

Numerous politicians and pundits have made hay over the apathy with 
which “youth” in the province view politics. They say young people don't care, 
don't vote and are shutting themselves out of the political process. That's bull- 
shit. A lot of people don't care about politics, and a lot of people who do—like 
me—couldn’t be bothered to care about this yawn-inducing example of the 
shortcomings of Alberta's politicians. And besides, whether they're young or 
old, it’s not the fault of any individual citizen for being disinterested or apa- 
thetic about politics, it’s the fault of politicians. It's Stelmach, Taft and Mason's 
fault that people couldn't care less about them because it’s part of their job to 
make people care. 

The reason that none of the party leaders have been able to make anyone 
care, political observers will tell you, is because they all lack charisma. But the 
real problem this time around is a lack of any clear vision about the kind of 
society each party leader would create if elected. They've all thrown out a 
laundry list of concrete policy ideas—which, admittedly, is something that has 
been lacking in recent elections past—but none of the leaders has formed 
them into an overall plan to reshape society and lead this province out of the 
environmental and social messes that past governments have made. 

That’s how you excite people—by convincing them of how much better their 
lives would be under your system, with your vision, not with charisma. Forget 
charisma, it’s obviously not going to materialize in any of these candidates 
anytime soon and it’s only good for picking up chicks anyways. ¥ 
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= LETTERS 


EATING DISORDERS ARTICLE WAS A 
WELCOME BREATH OF FRESH AIR 


As both a journalist-in-training and a 
recovering anorexia sufferer, | tend to 
stumble across coverage of eating dis- 
orders quite regularly. Most of that 
coverage provides out-of-date and 
inaccurate information. Your article 
(“Link between eating disorders and 
nutrition,” Feb 7 - Feb 13, 2008), how- 
ever, was a remarkable breath of fresh 
air. Well-written and concise, you 
managed to cover the many sociologi- 
cal triggers for eating disorders with- 
out turning it into a “Oh, look at the 
little girl who wants to be like Kate 
Moss.” That you closed with the 
importance of proper nutrition for 
recovery just about made my day. 
Thank you so much for your bal- 
anced, accurate treatment of these 
damnable illnesses. 
CARRIE ARNOLD 


REMEMBERING JOHN GRAY FROM 
WAY BACK IN THE DAY 


| enjoyed reading your review of 
Straw Dogs and Black Mass |"Gray 


VUEPOINT 


implores us to give up on Utopia or 
face up to apocalypse,” Feb 14 - Feb 
20, 2008). | remember John Gray from 
my student days—he once comment- 
ed upon a paper | gave at a Master's 
seminar. In those days (the mid- 
1980s) he stood out as more “conser- 
vative” or “neoliberal” than most 
academics, though as time went on 
he developed a perspective that 
largely transcended right and left. 
Reading Straw Dogs and Heresies 
has not only made the flaws of utopi- 
ans like Fukuyama stand out, but for me 
has also exposed writers like Margaret 
Wente, whose so-called skepticism 
concerning left-wing causes is just the 
flip side of a blind faith in technology 
and markets. | look forward to reading 
Enlightenment's Wake and Black Mass 
and comparing them with the intellec- 
tual histories of Alisdair Mcintyre and 
John Ralston Saul. 
MARK CRAWFORD. D.PHIL (OXON.) 
ATHABASCA UNIVERSITY 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader 
response, whether critical or compli- 
mentary. Send your opinion by mail 
(Vue Weekly, 10303 - 108 Street, 
Edmonton AB T5J 1L7), by fax 
(780.426.2889) or by email 
(letters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity. 


Forum aims to show another Alberta is possible 


SAMANTHA POWER / samantha @vueweekly.com 
Te: theme of the current 

provincial election has largely 

been that another Alberta is 
possible. That's also the idea that a 
range of civil society groups will 
come together to discuss this week- 
end at the Alberta Social Forum. 

“It's a networking and educational 
opportunity to learn from sources 
you don’t often find,” says Janet Wal- 
ter, one of the organizers of the 
event, who has attended previous 
World Social Forums and sees the 
benefit of holding them here. “We 
wanted to provide citizens the 
opportunity to come together and 
discuss issues concerning them. It’s 
for non-elected officials, it’s for civil 
society.” 

World Social Forums were first 
conceived in Brazil by civil society 
groups in response to the exclusive 
World Economic Forum held-each 
year in Davos, Switzerland, which 
brings together world leaders in 
business and politics to discuss 
everything from global competitive- 
ness to climate change. The first 
World Social Forum was held in 
Porto Alegre, Brazil in 2001 with the 
explicit goal of confronting neo-lib- 
eral globalization in a democratic 
fashion. 

The principles developed out of 
the World Social Forum, upon which 
the Alberta counterpart is based, 
state that the gathering is for civil 
society groups and is created by citi- 
zens to deal with social issues. But 
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Walter explains that the organizers 
also wanted to ensure certain topics 
were covered. 

“There are a couple issues we felt 
were concerning Alberta that 
weren't covered [by proposals for 
sessions], including the issue of tem- 
porary foreign workers. Thete are 
more people coming as temporary 
workers than registered immigrants 
in Alberta. As well we wanted to 
ensure the issue of public-private 
Partnerships were covered. The 
other 36 sessions are all decided by 
citizens.” 

Not surprisingly, many of the 
issues reflect the current crisis in 
Alberta stemming from the econom- 
ic boom, the effects of which social 
movements in the province are 
struggling to deal with. 

Author Linda McQuaig, the 
forum's keynote speaker, believes 
Albertans need to build on a critical 
dialogue. 

“We clearly have a problem that 
the dominant political parties are 
not focused on bringing about social 
change, and the only way to push 
them is to make them feel the heat 
of civil society.” 

Known for her work on challeng- 


ing Canada’s energy autonomy in its 
trade relations with the United 
States, McQuaig thinks it’s critical 
that Alberta play a key role in the 
national dialogue on energy. 

“We want Alberta to make the 
most of its resources, but it’s obvi- 
ously tremendously important that 
we're not developing them in a way 
that is extremely harmful to the 
environment and contributing to our 
extreme greenhouse gas problem. 
There needs to be a more responsi- 
ble way to develop them.” 

The forum will include not only 
educational sessions, but also work- 
shops to provide citizens with some 
of the tools for pushing for change. 
Greenpeace’s Mike Hudema, who will 
be presenting on non-violent direct 
action believes the “how-to” of 
activism is a critical piece of the dia- 
logue. “We need to evaluate what the 
different skills we have in our toolbox 
[are] and to start instilling those types 
of skills, how we engage in it to cre- 
ate different campaigns,” he says. 

Janet Walter concedes that the 
forum is likely too late to impact the 
election, but hopes the weekend will 
motivate civil society groups to 
influence Alberta politics in the 
upcoming year. 

“I'm hoping that people leave the 
forum with a sense of wonderment 
that there are so many people work- 
ing on so many social justice issues 
in the province. And that they can 
work with them.” w 


Group sounds water warning 


ALYSSA NOEL / alyssa@vueweekly.com 

t sustains us, entertains us and, in 
| it seems to flow in abun- 

dance. But according to a collec- 
tive of organizations representing 
8000 concemed citizens, the provin- 
cial government needs to do more to 
protect water. 

“{The Government of Alberta] is 
doing lots of research, I believe, but 
it’s translating that research to 
action [that’s important],” says 
Danielle Droitsch, executive director 
of Bow Riverkeeper, a non-profit 
organization that works to protect 
the Bow River watershed. 

The timing of this call to action is 
two-fold: the group hopes to reach 
eager-to-please politicians ahead of 
election day, and they also want to 
spread the word about their recently 
released report on the Alberta govern- 
ment’s “Water for Life” strategy, Rec- 
ommendations for Renewal of Water for 
Life: Alberta’s Strategy for Sustainability 

While the organization highlights 
eight recommendations, their imme- 
diate concern is the need to protect 
aquatic ecosystems. “It hasn’t gotten 
the attention it needs,” Droitsch 
explains. “[They need to be] restored 
and protected. Progress on that front 
has been really slow.” 

Other recommendations include 
issues of the poor quality of water on 
First Nation reserves, developing a 
legally enforceable water protection 
strategy and coordinating decision 
making about where new develop- 
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ments will get their water from 

Some of the problems are unique 
to Alberta—a result of rapid growth 
the dominant oil and gas industry 
and a naturally dry climate. “There 
are problems right now, and with cli- 
mate change and continued growth, 
it will exacerbate current problems 
and create new ones,” Droitsch says 

But according to Cara Van Marck, a 
communications representative with 
Alberta Environment, progress has 
already been made and, if continued 
it will ensure there are sufficient water 
supplies for future generations. 

“We know who has the right to use 
water and how much they're allocated 
to use,” she explains, and cites 
Athabasca water management frame- 
work, which puts a cap on how much 
water tar sands companies can 
remove from the Athabasca River, and 
the industrial heartland project, 
sets a plan for watershed management 
of the North Saskatchewan River. 

“[Water for Life is] North Ameri- 
ca’s most comprehensive water 
plan,” she claims, but concedes 
“there's always work to be done 

Droitsch hopes that senti t 
will prevail among political hopefuls 
and voters alike. “We can make 
changes in our day-to-day lives, but 
going to our politicians and sa 

We want industry to chan 
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President Barack Obama and the Middle East connection 


DYER STRAIGHT 


GWYNNE DYER 
gwynne@vueweekly.com 


| knew the US presidential race was over 
last week when my son preemptively 
announced that he had lost his bet with 
me: Hillary Clinton was not going to be the 
Democratic candidate. The question of 
whether Barack Obama can beat John 
McCain is still open according to the opin- 
ion polis, but it probably won't stay open 
long once the two men go head to head. 
McGain has many attractive qualities, but 
he is 71 and Obama is 46. 

McCain is also a Republican in a year 
when the US is heading into a recession 
after eight years of a Republican adminis- 
tration. Even more importantly, he is com- 
mitted to continuing a war in Iraq that 
most Americans just want to leave 
behind. Curiously, this means that the two 
men with the greatest potential influence 
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on McCain's political future are Osama bin 
Laden and Mogtada al-Sadr, 

The one thing that could swing the 
2008 election in favour of the Republicans 
is another large-scale terrorist attack on 
the United States. If al-Qaeda has any 
ability to provide that attack, it will cer- 
tainly do so, for Osama bin Laden is well 
aware that his greatest recruiting tool in 
the Arab world is the American military 
presence in Iraq. But it is unlikely that al- 
Qaeda has any significant presence with- 
in the United States. 

Mogtada al-Sadr is a more interesting 
case. He is the leader of the Mahdi army, the 
biggest Shia militia in Iraq, and he has just 
extended his unilateral ceasefire against 
American troops and rival militias for anoth- 
er six months. His two main objectives in life 
are to evict the US from Iraq and to gain con- 
trol of the Iraqi government, and the first is 
a necessary preliminary to the second. 

So long as the US presidential election 
promises to result in an administration 
pledged to withdraw from Iraq, he doesn’t 


have to lift a finger. But if by August it looks 
like McCain has a chance of winning, then 
Mogtada al-Sadr has every incentive to end 
his ceasefire and launch a mini-Tet 
Offensive against US troops. The point 
would not be to win. It would be to remind 
American voters that Iraq is a quagmire that 
they should leave really soon. 

So one way or another, Barack Obama is 
almost certain to be the president of the 
United States by January of next year. He 
has hedged his commitment to withdraw 
American troops from Iraq in various ways 
from time to time, but there is little doubt 
in most people’s minds that he really 
intends to do it. What will the Middle East 
look like after the Americans are gone? 


IRAQ, contrary to all the predictions of 
disaster, will probably be all right after the 
withdrawal of US troops. It will never 
again be the secular, female-friendly soci- 
ety of the past, and it will take at least a 
decade to recover from the economic dev- 
astation of the embargo, the invasion and 


the occupation, but it won't break up 

Most of the smaller ethnic and reli- 
gious minorities have fled from Iraq or 
been killed, and the larger groups— 
Sunni Arabs, Shia Arabs, Kurds—have 
mostly retreated into homogeneous dis- 
tricts and neighbourhoods, so there's not 
much left to fight about except along the 
boundary between Arab Iraq and 
Kurdistan. It's even possible that the 
more or less democratic system imposed 
by the US occupation will survive the 
departure of the Americans. 

Iran will indeed emerge as the new para- 
mount power of the Gulf, but its actual influ- 
ence even over predominantly Shia Iraq will 
be quite limited. Farther afield, the notion of 
a dangerously radical “Shia crescent” run- 
ning through Iraq, Syria and Lebanon is 
sheer nonsense: Shias are a minority in 
Lebanon, and a very small minority in Syria. 
It is mainly the US State Department that 
promotes this fantasy, with the aim of scar- 
ing Sunni Arab states into a new, US-domi- 
nated alliance against Iran. 
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The real fall-out from the US invasion 
of Iraq is the greatly heightened prestige 
of Islamist revolutionaries throughout the 
Arab world. Whether this will ever result 
in a successful Islamist revolution in a 
major Arab country remains to be seen— 
they have been trying and failing for 30 
years now—but the odds have probably 
shifted somewhat in that direction 

It's not much of a headline: “Small, nasty 
war in Iraq ends; Middle East largely unaf- 
fected.” But then, history often works like 
that. The equivalent headline in 1975 
would have read: “US defeated in Vie 
no wider consequences.” w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are pub- 
lished in 45 countries. His column appears 
each week in Vue Weekly. 
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Fear of a BI 


= EDUCATION 


MINISTER FAUST / ministerfaust@vueweekly.com 
One of the most obvious indicators of 
injustice is the use of double standards. 
We learn early in life that what's good 
for the goose is good for the gander. If 
| geese are eating gravel and ganders and 
getting grain—and worse, the gander 
lobby is raising hell about geese wanting 
to get some—you know that someone is 
having the down pulled over their eyes. 

The last several months in Toronto have 
been a furious battle over the just- 
approved proposal to create an Africentric 
public schoo! as one means to address the 
disproportionate failure and drop-out rate 
of African-Canadian students in that dis- 
trict. But to hear Paula Todd on CTV News- 
net's The Verdict—just one of a wailing 
chorus of opposition—such a school 
would be a retum to American-style racial 
segregation and a betrayal of the very stu- 
dents it's supposed to be helping. 

Why is there such terror among some 
elements of our society about Africen- 
tric education? If Todd and her types are 
so concerned that “segregated” educe- 
tion will “rollback the clock” and ill-pre- 
pare students for “integrated” 
communities and workplaces, why are 
they silent about Edmonton? 

In Edmonton, we have two First 
Nations schools, a Hebrew bilingual 
school, three Arabic bilingual schools, 
three Spanish bilingual schools, four 
Christian schools, four Ukrainian bilin- 
gual schools, five German bilingual 
schools, 12 schools with Mandarin bilin- 
gual programs and 17 schools offering 
French immersion 

We also have a girl's school, a “child 
study centre,” a dance school, a science 
school, a “traditional” school, two hock- 
ey schools, four arts schools, four 
“sports alternative” schools, four “aca- 
demic” schools and eight “pre-advanced 
placement” junior highs. 

And | haven't even mentioned a sin- 
gle Catholic school. Forget about 
Catholic specialty schools. Their entire 
national, tax-funded system is all “spe- 
cial interest,” and by Todd's standard 
“segregated.” But then again, with the 
exception of First Nations, few of these 
groups are the target of racial profiling 
by police, courts or employers. 

Some claim that failure among 
African-Canadian and African-American 
students is a defect in “Black” culture, 
that the kids equate academic success 
with racial betrayal or “acting White.” 

That notion was popularized by 
Nigerian-American academic John Ogbu 
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in Black American Students in an Afflu- 
ent Suburb, and thoroughly debunked by 
African-American sociologist Algernon 
Austin in Getting It Wrong: How Black 
Public intellectuals are Failing Black 
America. The original “acting White” 
claims were never made by or even put 
to students; the phrase was a post- 
study quip used by the researchers and 
picked up by media. Austin’s study 
reveals that African-American students 
self-report a high value on education, 
even while attending under-funded 
schools. Indeed, as Austin notes, the 
group that fears “acting White” the 
most (by the standards of those who use 
the phrase) is actually White prep 
school students. Such claims also ignore 
the continued popularity of the numer- 
ous HBCUs, or Historically Black Col- 
leges and Universities, such as Howard, 
Tuskegee and Morehouse. 

Jenny Kelly, author of Under the 
Gaze: Learning to Be Black in a White 
Society and an Education professor at 
the U of A, notes that various communi- 
ties in majority-White countries have 
advocated Africentric schools as means 
for student success, including in her 
native England. Such aims “come from a 
recognition by community activists, par- 
ents and teachers that Black kids are 
not doing as well in the traditional edu- 
cational system.” 

Kelly herself is not an advocate of 
such schools, having argued extensively 
that moving towards such institutions 
lowers pressure on school boards and 
governments to improve all public 
schools, including through the pan-disci- 
plinary infusion of global African content 
into the curriculum. Nor is she executing 
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a double standard, since “all kids should 
be educated in one school [system, even] 
in terms of religious groups including 
Catholics or whomever else. There's a 
publicly funded space and kids should be 
educated in that space. 

“It's seen by some as slightly abhor- 
rent: ‘back to apartheid,’” she says, while 
stressing that “we live in a society that is 
not a level playing field. Issues of race, 
class and gender exist within that space. 
When we look at the research, at anec- 
dotes, race is an issue in kids’ lives—in 
terms of low expectations [from authori- 
ties], and in terms of dropping out. It's 
often the conditions within the school that 
somehow enable and encourage kids to 
drop out. So what do you do? These kids 
are dropping out, they don’t seem to be 
able to survive in the traditional system. 
The system isn’t changing fast enough to 
take them up—what do you do?” 

And that, she says, is a major part of 
the rationale for Africentric schools. “It’s 
an alternative within a larger system. If it 
provides a space that some students 
would find effective in which to learn, 
then | say, go with it.” She's clear she 
wouldn't want such schools to have 
mandatory attendance or exclusion by 
race, but she acknowledges that no one is 
advocating such requirements. When and 
if such schools go forward, Kelly’s main 
concern is operational: “Who is going to 
fund this? What's the role of the province? 
Will Black parents have to fundraise? If 
they're going to be operating in the long 
term, and not just the short term, funding 
is important. The kids need to get a really 
good education.” She's clear on the 
absolute must-haves: “Good teachers, 
good resources and a good curriculum.” w 


* Eliminate health care premiums now. 

e Re-regulate electricity to lower Albertans’ power bills. 

e Invest 30% of all royalties starting now, before it’s too late. 

© Cap greenhouse gases in five years, through an active partnership with the energy industry. 

© Provide the hospitals and train the health care professionals Alberta needs, now. 

@ Make post-secondary education affordable for all Albertans. 
Vote for Tim Vant - part of your Kevin Taft Alberta Liberal team - March 3, 2008 www.electtimvant.ca 
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Non-partisan vs non-political 


RICARDO ACUNA / walberta.ca/parkland 

It seems that Albertans often have trou- 
ble making the distinction between the 
terms “non-partisan” and “non-political,” 
This is especially true during election 
periods. 

The Parkland Institute is a research 
and education network which is part of 
the Faculty of Arts at the University of 
Alberta. As such, we are a completely 
non-partisan organization. This means is 
that we do not support or endorse any 
political party or candidate. 

It also means that we do not lobby 
government or politicians to implement 
certain policies. We believe that our 
society works best when citizens are 
fully engaged in the public policy deci- 
sions that affect their lives, and that this 
is only possible if citizens have access to 
feliable non-partisan research from a 
variety of perspectives. 

In this context non-partisan cannot 
mean non-political. It would be impossi- 
ble to make research-based and public 
interest-based recommendations on pub- 
lic policy without being political. 

When assessing public policy, it 
would be naive and irresponsible to 
ignore key questions about power, 
money and whose interests are being 
served. For example, it would be impos- 
sible to look at environmental policy in 
Alberta without also looking at the polit- 
ical power of Alberta's energy industry, 
the overlap between oil company boards 
and the ruling party, and the political 
donations made by multi-national oil 
companies to political parties in Alberta. 

This is what the Parkland Institute has 
been doing in Alberta for more than 11 
years. During that time, we have made 
hundreds of recommendations for ways 
in which public policy in Alberta could 
better serve the public interest. Most of 
these recommendations are still relevant 
in Alberta today, and would provide a 
comprehensive public interest platform 
for anyone interested in taking them up, 
especially as they relate to many of the 
key issues that have been raised already 
during this election. 

Some of our key recommendations 
over the years have included: 

Increase oil and gas royalties to a 
point where Albertans are capturing 
close to 90 per cent of available econom- 
ic rent (after production costs and a fair 
rate of profit). 

Enact a moratorium on new tar sands 
approvals until the environmental and 
infrastructure deficits can be brought 
under control. 
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Keep non-renewable resource rev- 
enues out of the core budget stream, and 
fe-direct them instead into the Heritage 
Trust Fund and a fund to support research 
on green energy. 

Eliminate the zero-deficit law and 
establish a system of counter-cyclical 
spending with strict limits and guidelines 
on when deficits can be used. 

Scrap the flat-tax and return to a pro- 
gressive corporate and personal tax 
structure which will adequately fund the 
programs and services Albertans want. 

Move toward some degree of public 
ownership in Alberta's oil and gas sector. 

Revamp trade and pipeline policy to 
ensure that Alberta's oil and gas are 
being upgraded and refined here to max- 
imize long-term jobs. 

No more public-private partnerships 
(P3s) to fund new infrastructure, unless it 
can be proven beyond doubt that they 
save money and can be as transparent 
and accountable as traditional public 
infrastructure. 

Establish hard caps on greenhouse 
gas emissions and fresh water use by 
industry with serious enforceable fines 
for violations. 

Remove all subsidies from the fossil 
fuel industry and re-direct to research 
and development of alternative renew- 
able fuels. 

Provide training and funding to enable 
traditional energy sector workers to tran- 
sition into jobs in green energy. 

Make the provincial budgeting 
Process more open, transparent and 
democratic. 

Scrap deregulation of utilities. 

Restore and strengthen the public 
health-care system to make it sustain- 
able over the long term while remaining 
fully public. 

The research supporting all of these 
recommendations, and many more, is 
available in the numerous publications 
posted on the Parkland Institute website 
(ualberta.ca/parkland). 

We know that the leaders and repre- 
sentatives of the main political parties in 
this province read Parkland’s reports, and 
it is encouraging to see many of these 
recommendations reflected in the elec- 
tion platforms of the various parties. 

As you consider how you will cast 
your vote on Mar 3, | encourage you to 
consider the recommendations above 
and use them as a starting point for your 
analysis of what the parties have to offer. 

If you see a recommendation or option 
that is important to you missing from the 
platforms, ask them about it—chances 
are they have a reason for excluding it. 

And don't forget—if ever there was a 
time to be political, this is it Do not take 
rhetoric and platforms at face value. Dig 
deeper. Find out who the platform benefits, 
who has influenced it and what power and 
money relationships it reflects. Then deter- 
mine whether or not it is in your interest to 
support it on election day—that’s what citi- 
zenship and the public interest are about. w 


Ricardo Acufia is Executive Director of 
the Parkland Institute, @ non-partisan 
public policy research institute housed at 
the University of Alberta. 


Do you have what it takes to attend The Art Institute of Vancouver, one of 
North America’s leaders in creative education? 


INFORMATION SESSION At The Art Institute, we believe an education in the Creative and applied arts should be hands on and practical, n 


to mention inspiring. It should prepare you for opportunities in the workplace as it gives your ideas and talent a 
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Register with The Art Institute of Vancouver to attend an information session at the: 
March 8, 2008 : 

Westin Hotel & Resorts 

10135 - 100th Street, Edmonton 

Check-in opens at 9:30 am. Presentation starts at 10:00 am sharp! 


Learn more about the programs offered and find out how to 
The Art Institute é oe 2 es you've fee nani F 4 : 
= Ssistant Directors of Admissions will be available to 3 ~ 
of Vancouver answer questions about The Art Institute and work directly www.artinstitutes.edu/vancouver 
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Maybe Quiet Riot was right after all 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweely.com 


ental illness isn’t a topic that 
is frequently discussed in 
our society. In an age when 


the most personal and controversial 
issues are written, blogged and spo- 
ken about openly, mental illness 
remains a taboo subject. 

It’s this stigma, and the dearth of 
conversation about how we collective- 
ly deal with people suffering with men- 
tal illnesses that Are We Mad? 
Critical Perspectives on the Cana- 
dian Mental Health System, a free 
conference being held this weekend at 
the U of A, hopes to begin to address. 

“Mental illness does get people really 
stirred up,” says Scott McAnsh, the con- 
ference organizer. “But a lot of what we 
treat people for isn’t.really dangerous, 
it’s just things that we as a society are 
uncomfortable with. So we push it into 
institutions or medicate it in the home 
. and just keep it out of sight. And I just 
think that’s not a justified way of doing 
things and infringes on people's right to 
live their lives the way they want to.” 

McAnsh says the only time mental 
illness is widely discussed is when it 
comes to light that someone who has 
committed a crime had a history of 
mental illness. “So the idea then 
becomes that the mentally ill are dan- 
gerous. If only we could stop them 
before they do dangerous things.” 

And, he adds, now is the perfect time 
to open the discussion since the Alberta 
government passed in December the 
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Mental Health Amendment Act, which 
he says further infringes on the rights of 
the mentally ill by giving authorities 
more power to force people into institu- 
tions and to compel those in the com- 
munity to take medication through 
community treatment orders. 

“it makes it far easier to, as they 
put it, to ‘get people help’ or, as oth- 
ers would put it, to force medication 
on individuals who don’t want it,” 
McAnsh says. “It basically gives psy- 
chiatrists and the whole mental health 
system a greater amount of control 
over people in their day-to-day lives.” 

It’s this control that angers keynote 
Don Weitz, a Toronto-based anti-psy- 
chiatry activist and survivor of insulin 
shock treatment 

“The so-called mental health 
is a code word or a eupherr 
social control, control by psychiatrists 
predominantly,” Weitz charges. 
“There's nothing healing about the sys- 
tem, nothing healing whatsoever. It’s a 
control system where more often than 
not people are warehoused, drugged, 
electroshocked—very frequently 
against their will or without informed 
consent—where human rights are vio- 
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lated every day in virtually every psy- 
chiatric facility in Canada.” 

McAnsh says that there are alterna- 
tive ways to deal with mental illness 
that simply aren't being explored, 
pointing to the Quakers in the US in 
the late-19th century who developed 
what they called “Moral Care.” 

"They would just provide a safe place 
for people who were experiencing psy- 
chosis or whatever and would make 
sure they were fed and weren't getting 
into too much trouble, give them people 
to talk to and then people would go 
through their psychosis and then go 
back and live in the community. We at 
least need more studies on whether 
Moral Care is a possible solution.” 

Weitz says that there's a reason why 
options like these aren't being tried: 
“There's no money, very little money, in 
non-medical alternatives. Psychiatrists 
and the multinational drug companies— 
otherwise known as big pharma—are 
making a killing, and I use that word in 
the double sense. I mean literally. 

“Look, there have always been alter- 
natives—safe houses, supportive hous- 
ing, 24-hour crisis centres, different 
varieties of self-help groups, diet, exer- 
cise, meditation—these are all sensi- 
tive, healing alternatives to physically 
intrusive procedures like electroshock, 
psycho-surgery, neuroleptics and anti- 
depressants, which are currently and 
unfortunately inflicted on hundreds and 
hundreds of thousands of people 
across Canada.” v 
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Must I paint you a picture? Group 
pushes arts as key election issue 


ERR / ted@vueweekly.com 
n the heels of the upcoming 
provincial vote, tar sands 
‘giant Syricrude announced 
last week that they will be pulling 
their arts and culture funding out of 
the Edmonton area. The announce- 
ment comes less than a month after 
the Progressive Conservatives 
unveiled their “Spirit of Alberta” cul- 
tural policy, which included initia- 
tives aimed at increasing private and 
corporate sponsorship to the 
province’s non-profit sector. 

VOTE ARTS, a coalition of voices 
from various provincial art, culture and 
heritage groups, including the Profes- 
sional Artists Coalition of Edmonton 
(PACE), points to Syncrude's recent 
move as another indication that party’s 
election platforms for the arts should 
be a key issue for voters. 

“People are looking at art and cul- 
ture not only in terms of quality of 
life but also as a measurement of the 
various parties’ vision and leader- 
ship,” says VOTE ARTS spokesperson 
and Latitude 53 executive director 
Todd Janes. "What we need is a gov- 
ernment that will show real leader- 
ship and support for arts, culture and 
heritage. We are now heading in the 
right direction but it is how we get 
there that matters.” 

Both the NDP’s unbranded cultural 
plan and the Alberta Liberals’s 
“Fuelling an Alberta Renaissance” 
policy both include a commitment to 
increase the $23 million Alberta 
Foundation for the Arts (AFA) budget. 

The NDP has pledged to increase 
spending to a stable $30 million in 
place of the fluctuating funds that 
currenuy depend on Lottery money. 
The Liberals have promised to imme- 
diately double the budget to $46 mil- 
lion and eventually triple it. 

The Conservatives also recently 
put forward a plan to increase the 
AFA budget by 30 per cent. But Lib- 
eral Edmonton-Centre candidate 
Laurie Blakeman sees more of the 
Same in recent Conservative 
announcements regarding the arts. 

“{30 per cent is aj relatively small 
increase, which is dependent on it 
passing through a new cabinet budg- 
et process,” Blakeman says. “We've 
been down this route before.” 

Janes agrees. "The proof is in the 
pudding. It’s easy to make promises 
until the government is formed,” he 
Says, suggesting that instead of 
focusing on finances and getting 
bogged down by funding promises 
the parties should “address the 
issues, discuss the structures and 
then look at the money.” 


BUT JANES IS HAPPY that there is 
agreement amongst the big three 
that the arts need stable and pre- 
dictable funding. 

“When we look at theatre in 


ton almost all the groups pro- 
duce two-act plays with a two- to four 


has a direct impact on what gets 
duced. If they had a greater stable 
from government, groups 
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would have more drive and ability to 
put on more diverse shows with bigger 
casts. The possibilities are limitless.” 

More diversity in the arts, and arts 
funding, is something Edmonton- 
Centre NDP candidate Deron Bilous 
would also like to see. 

{Diversity will come from] not 
just relying on funding those who 
have traditionally received money in 
the past, but by ensuring all walks of 
life are able to engage in art, includ- 
ing new and experimental art, by 
and for all communities, both estab- 
lished and emerging” 

VOTE ARTS has also come up with 
a set of ideas which Janes says would 
foster creative spirit in the province, 
something he calls “one of Alberta’s 
innate renewable resources,” includ- 
ing a per cent-for-art policy, mandato- 
ty K-12 art education and a 
stand-alone Ministry for Arts, Culture 
and Heritage, which the NDP and Lib- 
erals both agree needs to replace the 
current omnibus Ministry of Tourism, 
Parks, Recreation and Culture. 

Janes is optimistic about the differ- 
ence VOTE ARTS can make on elec- 
tion day. “Artists vote, as do 
audiences and subscribers. They are 
informed and engaged. Politicians 
need to be aware of that.” v 


Alternatives to the ‘utter folly’ of statins 
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HEALTH 


Its still heart month, and I've got a last 
little gasp on the opinion that nutrition 
has little bearing on heart health, leav- 
ing cholesteral-reducing statins as our 
only recourse. 

For starters, we could seriously and 
positively impact our collective heart 
health by increasing dietary sources of 
unprocessed essential fats and coen- 
zyme 010—something we could easily 
do if we could turn back the clock on 
commercial farming practices. Grass- 
fed animals (which at one time were 
the norm) are an outstanding source of 
essential fats and coenzyme Q10; 
grain-fed are not. 

Heart disease has also been linked to 
vitamin D deficiencies, and to low levels 
of antioxidants in general, those nutri- 
ents that have long been known to 
counter the free radicals that damage 
Our arteries and morph cholesterol into 
an oxidized form expert at burrowing 
into those damaged artery walls and 
causing plaque build-up. 

Also absolutely essential to the 
health of our arteries is lecithin, iron- 
ically found in abundance in egg yolk, 
a high cholesterol food still spurned 
by some. Lecithin keeps fats from 
sticking to our arteries much like no- 
Stick finishes keep food from sticking 
to baking sheets, and at supplement 


strength, it's a great source of essen- 
tial fatty acids, preventing and clear- 
ing clogged arteries better than 
Drano does kitchen pipes 

Then there are the Bs, known to 
lower levels of inflammatory chemicals 
such as C-reactive protein and homocys- 
teine, which are the new focus of 
research into elevated heart disease 
risk. But enough of this, | don’t actually 
even believe that a heart expert would 
have said that vitamins have no bearing 
on heart health. 


STATINS on the other hand do have an 
impact on heart health, though possibly 
not the one we're after. First there's the 
tiny problem of them blocking Coenzyme 
010, low tissue levels of which have 
indisputably been linked to heart dis- 
ease. Then there's the problem of them 
increasing our risk of depression, which 
doubles an otherwise-healthy person's 
heart attack risk. 

Statins do effectively block choles- 
terol, but severely lowering cholesterol 
can create problems all its own. Suffi- 
Cient circulating cholesterol is what 
keeps our cell membranes from becom- 
Ing too porous, which is not exactly triv- 
ial, given that when our cells become 
porous our bodies release cortisol in 
response to what is perceived as an 
emergency—and high cortisol levels of 
course increase inflammation and dam- 
age our blood vessels. 

And finally, by taking hostage the 
most basic of tools we have for keep- 
ing high insulin levels and inflamma- 
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Spend enough time—enough of your 
life—playing games, thinking about 
games, reading about games, browsing 
games blogs and generally geeking it up, 
and you build up quite the vocabulary. You 
get the ribald Kirby jokes, you understand 
the origins of tribe-signifying memes, you 
can feel the contours of fannish allegiance 
that power the subliterate message-board 
discourse ... you're in on the thing. 

Except sometimes you're not. That's 
when—in the manner of film-geek 
wannabes, desperate music snobs and 
poseur literatiyou have to fake it. That's 
the time for nervous laughter when you 
don’t get the joke, for desperately extrapo- 
lating sense from context, for substituting 
knowledge-by-reference for firsthand 


- experience, for the double shame of a) 


being out of the loop, and b) being a fraud. 
It's a bummer, a real drag on the ol’ self- 
esteem, and so here's a coming-clean: 

Ihave no damn clue about the Monkey 
Island games. | have no clue, for that 
Matter, about any of the LucasArts graph- 
ic adventures—Sam & Max, Full Throttle, 
Day of the Tentacle et al—with the 
exception of a few hours’ worth of time 
with a copy of Grim Fandango | got (bar- 
gain bin) for my brother for Christmas in 
1999. Going further, | have no real experi- 
ence, aside from borrowed/stolen time on 
friends’ and roomies’ computers, with any 
PC gaming from the dawn of the 486/VGA 
era onwards. I've been living 4 lie. 

It's a generational thing, you know? Your 
average gamer geek was maybe 10 years 
old when the ‘90s rolled around in a rumble 
of CNN war porn and Mandela-mania; they 
cut their precious little Gen-Y teeth on 
those games, running on parent-provided 
Pentiums with awesome CD-ROM drives. | 
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Former playoff rivals were on the sched- 
ule for the Oilers last week. Perennial 
late-‘90s/early-‘00s foe Dallas waxed the 
Oilers 5-2 on Feb 22. The Colorado 
Avalanche came to town on Oscar Sun- 
day night and the Oilers won 3-2. (Best 
Score? Andrew Cogliano’s game winner.) 
Then Detroit lost to Edmonton 3-2 after 
an NHL record-breaking 13th shootout 
win this season on Feb 26. It may not be 
the Best Picture for Oiler fans, but it has- 
n't exactly been |shtar, has it? 


BEST PIC 1930: ALL QUIET ON THE WEST- 
ERN FRONT? (NOPE) Well, we're two- 
thirds of the way through the season and 
things are starting to get interesting. 
Teams that have been hot of late include 
the New Jersey Devils, the Dallas Stars 
and the possibly mighty-again Anaheim 
Ducks. With Scott Niedermayer and Teemu 
Selanne back in the fold, this team looks 
poised to make a run at another Cup. Going 
in the other direction are the suddenly 
sucky Philadelphia Flyers and the Detroit 
Red Wings, who Father Time may finally be 
catching up with. As well, there are at 
least three or four teams in either confer- 
ence who may be out of the playoffs at this 
point, but are within easy striking distance. 
And no, the Oilers are not one of them. As 
for the hometown boys, | would expect 
some changes to be made this summer, 
and the rest of this season will go a long 
way to determining what those changes 
willbe. TB 


1928: WINGS it sucks to be right some- 
times. On Jan 3, | noted that games ~ 


win over the Wings in 2006 have - 
been very unlucky for our team, suggesting 
a “Detroit Curse.” Games against Motown 
resulted in lengthy injuries to Ethan More- 
au, Matt Greene and Raffi Torres. Two 
other games preceded a three game losing 


streak and a 12-game winless streak. My - 


it since the Oilers’ amazing — 


prediction in early January: “Feb 26 [is] one 
of only two dates in Oiler history (that regu- 
lar season games have been scheduled) 
that the team has never lost (an all-time 
record on Feb 26 of 3-0-1-0). So, someone's 
getting injured.” Sure enough, Oiler d-man 
Joni Pitkanen took a puck on the ankle in 
the game, adding his name to the “injured 
against Detroit” list. DY 


1980: (EXTRA) ORDINARY PEOPLE No sur- 
prise here: Red Wing Nicklas Lidstrom is 
leading the league once again in plus- 
minus, with a mind-boggling plus 39 rating. 
What | do find surprising are the names of 
the youngsters who are also near the top of 
the list. Dany Heatley and Jason Spezza in 
Ottawa are plus 35 and 24, respectively, 
while Detroit's Pavel Datsyuk and Henrik 
Zetterberg are at plus 32 and 24. These are 
all great young players who play a complete 
game. At the other end of the spectrum, 
however, we find Daniel Briere and Brad 
Richards, at minus 24 and 25. These are 
two ridiculously well-paid players who 
cashed in big-time after career years then 
sank into mediocrity. The under-achieving 
Richards has also been linked to Edmonton 
in various trade rumours over the last cou- 
ple of seasons. Luckily, those rumours are 
usually horse-pucky. Dallas acquired 
Richards Feb 26. TB 


1945: THE LOST WEEKEND (PLUS 7) Late 
kudos to the 40 skaters who busted their 
humps to once again play the World's 
Longest Hockey Game. The fellows played 
241 hours of hockey between Feb 8 and Feb 
18 to raise awareness and money for cancer 
research. One of the players in the long, 
long game was transplanted Finn Jouni 
Nieminen. Interestingly, Nieminen was part- 
ly influenced to do his part by Canada’s own 
Terry Fox. The Finn's first trip to Canada in 
1981 coincided with Fox's Marathon of Hope 
and the young Canadian hero's struggle left 
its mark oh the then-young Finn. Was it 
tough? Nieminen said the marathon hockey 
games reminded him of his service with the 
nish military at age 18. The biggest differ- 

ence? “Better food and nicer underwear.” 

Folks can still donate online at worlds- 

longestgame.com. DY 


was already out of the nest, with nothing 
but.16-color EGA memories, an institution- 
al-surplus Macintosh Plus and a scavenged 
SNES to sustain me until | scored a 
PlayStation in ‘98. The world of adventure 
gaming was pretty much lost to me post- 
King’s Quest IV, the Clinton years a black 
hole punctuated by blinding flashes of day- 
light as meager morsels—a bit of Broken 
Sword here, a crumb of that one game 
where the dude wakes up in a mental hos- 
pital there—were passed to me by sympa- 
thetic friends. 


IT’S SPRING, THOUGH! The season for 
self-improvement! All winter long, I've 
been building up my adventure jones with 
a diet of Flash-based online games and 
room-escape puzzles, seasoned with a 
dash of super-old-school interactive fiction 
for historical perspective, and just this 
week | took the dive, like the man in the 
bookstore who hefts Ulysses for the hun- 
dredth time and says “Damn it, I'm going to 
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see for myself what the fuss is about”: | 
downloaded the SCUMM virtual machine. 

The SCUMM VM is an adventure game 
emulator, available for pretty much any 
computing/gaming platform you care to 
name. Originally LucasArts-specific— 
“SCUMM" is “Script Creation Utility for 
Maniac Mansion,” the developer's in-house 
game-creation tool—it’s now a catch-all 
for graphic adventures from several differ- 
ent publishers, a clearinghouse, museum 
and library of classic pointing and clicking 
And I'm diving headfirst into it. 

It's still early in my quest to update my 
gaming cred to match that of kids who 
figure they're old-school punks because 
they were at Green Day's all-ages show 
at Dinwoodie Lounge, but so far it's been 
quite rewarding. These games—like the 
text adventures and early graphic adven- 
tures before them—have a cultural stick- 
iness that other genres and subgenres 
Struggle to match. Even the least of them 
are memorable, because they're made of 
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the very things that make memories 
characters, settings and situations. With- 
out the cinema-mimicking capabilities of 
photoreal 3D graphics, adventure games 
came alive almost solely on the strength 
of their scripts 
There's an intimacy here that's largely 
missing from today’s big games, even 
(and especially, and ironically) from 
games that place you in what ought to be 
the most intimate situation of all— 
behind the main character's eyes. Looking 
into the SCUMM window is like locking 
into a diorama, a miniature world le 
games still strive to be “more like 
movies” and fail, graphic adventures suc- 
ceed wonderfully as puppet theatre 
Hundreds of hours remain before | get 
(or give myself; I'm thinking of finding a 
Print Shop emulator and dot-matrixing 2 
diploma of some kind) my ‘90s Adventure 
Equivalency. That's a lot of locked do 
weird puzzles and ultra-dodgy voice act- 
ing ahead; updates as they happen ... w 
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LACHLAN MACKINTOSH / lachlan@vueweekly.com 

ay the word “Okanagan” and 
S= people think summertime. 

But skiers often think differently 
than most people. The Okanagan 
Valley has four major ski resorts all in 
close proximity. From north to south: 
Silver Star is near Vernon, Big White 
near Kelowna, Apex near Penticton 
and Mt Baldy is near the small towns 
of Oliver and Osoyoos. 

On top of great skiing, the Okana- 
gan is an internationally renowned 
destination for viticulture. When 
you're winding your way through the 
valley on a ski trip, the right combina- 
tion of resorts and wineries can make 
for an excellent circuit, enhancing 
your ski experience with some unfor- 
gettable flavour. 

We set out from Banff on a frosty 
February morning, but things changed 
once we tumed off the TransCanada at 
Sicamous and started south on BC 
Highway 97. Winding our way through 
farmland near Enderby, horses can- 
tered and chased one another through 
snowy fields. Spring was in the air. 

Our trip was focused on the South 
Okanagan, and began at the Summer- 
land Resort Hotel, located along the 
western shore of Lake Okanagan, 
next to the local Yacht Club. Our fami- 
ly of four, including two small girls, 
checked into a spacious two-bedroom 
suite painted in a warm relaxing 
palette. It featured perks like motion- 
detected floor-tile lighting in the en 
suite bathroom, and an on-off fire- 
place that immediately warmed the 
whole unit. My wife Christy worked 
out in the gym, while our almost four- 


year old daughter Amanda played in 
the adjoining and well-stocked chil- 
dren’s area. Later, Christy said, “this is 
the nicest place we have ever stayed.” 


WE AWOKE TO FRESH SNOW on the 
patio and a blue heron at the edge of 
the lake. Apex Ski Resort (lift ticket 
$54) is 32 kilometres up a winding 
and at times gnarly mountain road 
from Penticton. At Apex Village, old- 
school A-frame chalets sat amongst 
trees heavy with snow. Amanda had 
her first ever ski lesson here and 
loved her instructor, who taught her 
“how to turn and how to plow.” 

Meanwhile, I met the mountain 
hosts—Bill Lemm and Fred Fedorak, a 
couple of retired locals—for an after- 
lunch tour of the mountain. “We're 
hanging around because we're hop- 
ing some girls will show up,” joked 
Fred when we didn't set out skiing on 
time. 

We jumped on the Quickdraw Quad 
for a fast ride to the top of the ski area, 
which is actually Beaconsfield Moun- 
tain, and is just under 2200 metres. | 
was pleasantly surprised to find most 
of the intermediate runs on the moun- 
tain ungroomed. We zoomed down a 
zigzag of runs with virtually no one 
else around. I had already taken in the 
westernmost part of the mountain in 
the morning, where a fistful of double 
black diamond runs are inspired by 
Clint Eastwood. Magnum, Twenty Two, 
Buckshot, Dirty Harry and Make My 
Day are all cut sharply into the trees 
“Originally there was just one run over 
there,” said Bill, “which shot straight 
down the mountain like a gun barrel.” 


= OKANAGAN 


Back at the Fast Tracks café, our 
11-month old Ariel managed to nap 
on an old sofa while digital radio 
played the Dandy Warhols, loud. I got 
myself a double “Canadiano” (Apex’s 
version of an Americano) and traded 
off with Christy, who was ready to 
carve some turns herself. 


WITH MORE THAN 100 WINERIES in the 


Okanagan Valley, from hidden gems 
down dirt roads to large-scale opera- 
tions open year-round, we decided to 
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spend the next day exploring. I did 
some phoning around, and found 
many of the smaller wineries had 
voicemail messages like this one, 
from Dirty Laundry Vineyard near 
Summerland, “we're not available 
right now—you can try us at the vine- 
yard by appointment or by luck.” 

The Sumac Ridge Estate Winery, 
established in 1981, is open year 
round and is right up the road from 
Summerland. Its Cellar Door Bistro 
was Canada’s first winery restaurant, 
and is considered one the area’s finer 
eateries. I tasted a trio of whites—the 
Pinot Blanc, Sauvignon Blanc, and 
one of Sumac Ridge’s bestselling 
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wines, the Gewtirztraminer Private 
Reserve, a clean, crisp wine with 
hints of lime and grapefruit. 

Later, travelling south toward 
Osoyoos, we stopped at Amante’s 
Bistro for lunch. Amante’s is on Main 
Street in Penticton and features a 
menu of innovative cuisine in a small 
10-table room. We were served by 
Rose Amante, who opened the bistro 
last spring with her husband, chef 


& Abul Adame. Adame has worked in 


some of Vancouver's hipper restau- 
rants, including CinCin and Bis 
Moreno, as well as the Sonora Room 
restaurant at the Okanagan’s Burrow- 
ing Owl Estate Winery. 

We arrived at Nk’Mip Resort (pro- 
nounced ink-a-meep) in time to visit 
the on-site Nk’Mip Cellars. The win- 
ery is part of the Osoyoos Indian 
Band's long-term, $25 million Nk'Mip 
development that includes the Nk’Mip 
Desert Cultural Centre, a nine-hole 
executive golf course and the Spirit 
Ridge Vineyard Resort & Spa. 

At Nk’Mip Cellars we tried five 
wines, including their Pinot Blanc and 
Pinot Noir. Ariel filled the big circular 
tasting room with her booming 
shrieks, while the wine cellar hostess 
told us about our ski destination for 
the next day. “Mt Baldy is one of the 
best kept secrets in the Okanagan,” 
she said. At sunset, we opened a gale 
right in front of our villa and walked 
downhill through the vineyards, the 
crunch of snow beneath our feet, and 
the warm glow of the sun on the 
resort's adobe walls. 

Spirit Ridge also features the ele- 
gant Passatempo restaurant, where 


VOqN 


EOMONTONWYOGA STUDIO 
f 


Hetha lyengar Ashtanga 
tel 451.8131 
12039 — 127 Street 
www.edmontonyogastudio.com 


ach. 


tapas and perhaps the 
© we had all week, the 
rofino Red Bridge Red 

from nearby Cawston, BC. 
atempo is run by Edmonton 
ad Larazenko, who also 
owns Passatempo Winebar, and 
Culina in Old Strathcona, Everything 
at Spirit Ridge is an easy walk, so 
after dinner and after we got our 
girls off to bed, we ordered the 
chocolate plate with ganache for 
two and brought it back to our villa 
to enjoy in front of the fireplace. 


THURSDAY MORNING we awoke to more 


fresh snow on the valley floor and set 
out for Mt Baldy. The winding access 
road ascends up the benchlands from 
Oliver. In the 45 minutes it took me to 
cautiously drive the road, the only other 
vehicle we saw was the snowplow com- 
ing back down the mountain. Surpris- 
ingly, Mt Baldy (with $42 midweek lift) 
has one of the highest base elevations in 
Canada at 1725 m. 

The resort's president, Brett Sweezy, 
welcomed our family and was happy to 
head out for a morning of skiing. Join- 
ing us was Bill Hunter from the British 
Columbia Ministry of Tourism, Sport, 
and the Arts, who was at Baldy for the 
official opening of the Sugarlump Quad, 
as well as the unveiling of Osoyoos’s 
new brand, “Canada’s warmest wel- 
come,” which both took place on Feb 1. 

We were skiing on “big powder 
Thursdays,” which is Baldy’s biggest 
day of the week for business. Because 
they are closed midweek, fresh, 
untracked snow tends to accumulate. 
Sweezy bought the resort with part- 
ners in 2004. He actually lives in Sand- 


point, Idaho, and makes the four-hour 
commute every week. Originally from 
New Hampshire, a ski trip to the Cana- 
dian Rockies in 1989 changed him for- 
ever. "Since that trip, I've never skied 
the East Coast again,” he said. 

The philosophy at Baldy is definite- 
ly “small is beautiful.” As we rode the 
Sugarlump, Sweezy said, "I actually 
didn’t want to buy a high-speed quad. 
For one, its a third more expensive, 
but more importantly, | don’t want to 
put that many skiers on the mountain, 
that fast.” We checked out-their new 
terrain park and Sweezy pointed out 
the trimmed trees off several runs to 
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improve the glade skiing at Baldy. 

There is something about Baldy 
that reminds you of the skiing you did 
growing up. Our girls had a great 
time at Baldy. Amanda had her sec- 
ond ski lesson, and was returned to 
me in the lodge by her instructor, hot 
chocolate in hand. 


THE NEXT MORNING we were able to 
visit the Nk'Mip Desert Cultural Centre, 
where Bob Etienne, interpreter and 
facility manager, took our family on a 
guided tour of the arresting architec- 
tural space. From the rammed earth 
foundation—local landscape layered to 
create an indigenous concrete—to the 
high-tech pit house where salmon 
Swam up river all around us, the 
Nk’Mip Desert Cultural Centre was one 
of the highlights of our trip 

After lunch, we explored more of 
the area wineries, including stops at 
Burrowing Owl, Golden Beaver, Desert 
Hills, Gehringer Brothers and Tinhorn 
Creek. At Silver Sage Estate Winery, 
we met Elena Dudlettes, one of the 
characters of our visit. She had us taste 
their unique Special Sage Gewiirz 
traminer, followed by their blended 
Meritage, and finally we broke down 
and tried some dessert wine. The Sil- 
ver Sage Flame Dessert Wine was 
smoking hot, or as Dudlettes suggest- 
ed, “the perfect gift for a mother-in-law 
who talks too much.” 

Back at Spirit Ridge, we took an 
encore trip to the hottub, then put our 
feet up in our cozy villa, and agreed it 
was the best family trip we've ever had 
We were on the road at sunrise, the sen- 
tinel sculpture of Nk’Mip horse and rider 
coming to life in the moming sun. v 
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CONDITIONS REPORT 


Local 


Rabbit Hill — 60cm base, no new snow. All runs and lifts open. 
Snow Valley — 60cm base, no new snow. All runs and lifts open. 
San Ridge — 60cm base, 5cm new snow. All runs and lifts open. 
Edmonton Ski Club — All runs and lifts are open. 


| Alberta 


Canada Olympic Park — 100cm base, no new snow. 
Castle Mountain — 117-279cm hase, 8cm of new snow. 5 lifts and 61 trails open. 
| Lake Louise — 155-169cm base, no new snow. All lifts and 126 runs open. 
Marmot Basin — 109cm base, 10cm new snow. All lifts and 82 runs open. 
| Mt Nonuay — 60-85cm base, 1cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Nakiska — 50-99cm base, no new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Sunshine Vilage — 168cm base, 74cm of new snow. All lifts and 103 runs open. 
Tawatinaw — 60cm base, 10cm of new snow. All lifts and 23 runs open. 


B.C. 


Apex — 201cm base, 7cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 

Big White — 223cm base, 2cm of new snow. 15 lifts and 113 runs open. 
Femie — 351cm base, 5em of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 

Kicking Horse — 179cm base, Sem of new snow. 

Kimberley — 140-198cm base, Scm of new snow. 5 lifts and all runs open. 
Mt. Washington — 402cm base, Sem of new snow. All runs open. 
Panorama — §0-123cm base, no new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Powder King — 300-392cm hase, 11cm of new snow. 

Red Mountain — 289cm hase, 12cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Revelstoke —218cm hase, 3 lifts and all trails open. 

Silver Star — 130-200cm base, 4em of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Sun Peaks — 150-195cm base, tem of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Whistler/ Blackcomb — 232cm hase, 4em of new snow. 23 lifts and all runs open. 
White Water — 244cm base, 2cm of new snow. All lifts and 11 runs open. 


U.S.A. 


49 North — 261-350cm base, no new snow. 3 lifts and 68 runs open. 

Big Sky — 162-244cm hase, no new snow. 

Crystal Mountain — 183cm base, 45 runs, 7 lifts open. 

Great Divide — 114-165cm base, 4 lifts and 80 runs open. 

Lookout Pass — 264-386cm hase, 13cm of new snow. 

Mit. Spokane — 24§-333cm hase, 5cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Schweitzer Mt. — 228-338cm base, Sem of new snow. 9 lifts and 70 runs open. 
Silver Mt Resort — 216-320cm base, no new snow. 8 lifts and 73 nuns open. 
Sun Valley — 109-22 1m base, 14 lifts and 87 runs open. 


All conditions accurate as of Feb. 27, 2008 
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KEITH LIGGET 
5 keith @vueweekly.com 


Watch a great powder skier. There is a 
rhythm, a grace to their skiing. They reach 
out, plant a pole and turn. Reach and 
turn. Watch a skier struggling in the pow- 
der. As likely as not, the struggling skier 
will not have a clean pole plant. A pole 
plant is a trigger. It positions your body to 
turn. Without the trigger, your turn is not 
as easy and not as clean. 

Next time you have problems in pow- 
der, stop. Set up at the top of a pitch and 
take a couple of minutes to compose your- 
self. Look down the snow and imagine a 
line, a tight line of short radius turns. Then 
close your eyes. Imagine running across 
the soft grass of a golf course on a hot 
summer day. You have a new pair of run- 
ning shoes. They spring. They allow you to 
bound, to leap across the grass. As you 
reach a hill, you push hard off the ball of 
your foot, pumping your arms pushing for 
the crest. Now, slow the motion down just 
a little, imagine the running as in a slow 
motion movie, but still feel the pump of 
the arms and the push off the foot. 

At that moment, open your eyes, push off 
and continue pumping your arms and push- 
ing off the balls of your feet. The pace will 
slow, but keep the pumping and the bound- 
ing off the balls of your feet. Ski the pitch. 

Visualizing creates the feeling, the 
motion of the action. Simply sitting in a 
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chair, athletes visualizing under hypnosis 
will sweat and feel every movement they 
“make” while practicing the actions. In 
this way it is possible to “learn” or refine 
a skill without taking to the floor. Under 
hypnosis, gymnasts have learned complex 
tricks they were not able to accomplish in 
practice. After only a couple of sessions, 
they consistently perform tricks previous- 
ly on the uncertain edge of their skill set. 
While hypnosis accentuates visualiza- 
tion, if you set aside doubt and allow 
yourself the freedom to feel the visual 
scene in your mind, you will gain with the 
strength from the image. This image and 
transferred feeling from running across 
the golf course establishes three essen- 
tial elements of smooth powder skiing. 
First. The running motion establishes an 
overarching rhythm. You don’t run taking a 
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step here, gliding a ways then another 
step. You step—step—step—step and go. 
You set a pace, a rhythm and go. Same 
with skiing: turn—tum—turn—tum. 

Second. A strong pole plant draws you 
down the hill. The pole plant reinforces 
the rhythm and pace. 

Third. The running motion keeps you 
turning off the balls of your feet and pro- 
jecting down the hill into the fall line. Too 
many people ski powder “sitting back” on 
their skis. You need to reach into the fall 
line—plant your pole—and move down 
the hill off the balls of your feet. 

Next time you feel a little “off” in the 
pow, stop. Visualize the golf course, the 
sun, the rhythm of running, of pumping up 
the hill, 

Then open your eyes and go, and rip 
it up. w 


Skiing free is easy, if you 
know a thing or two 


BOBBI BARBARICH / bobbi@vueweekly.com 

don’t like to tell secrets, but sometimes 

Karma needs a pay-off. My secret? I ride 20 

to 30 times a year while working and living 
in Edmonton—but I have not paid for a lift ticket 
in six years. How can this be possible, you ask? 
Well, I’m not a thief nor am I particularly 
stealthy—so I don’t steal kids’ lift passes or 
climb past the base lifts. But Iam cheap and fru- 
gality is an excellent motivator, so I've managed 
to find several ways to leave my wallet at home. 


BE A TOUR GUIDE 


This is by far the easiest option to ride a few 
times a month without paying. Not only do you 
ride for free but there are almost no negatives 
as a tour guide. Your minor responsibilities 
include counting heads, making terrible jokes 
on the bus microphone and choosing which 
movies to play on the ride home while people 
sleep. Despite waking up absurdly early or not 
even bothering to go to bed (for example, Mag- 
icBus leaves for Lake Louise at 4:30 am), bus 
drivers usually let you sleep on the way there. 
Tour companies are often looking for volunteers 
and you don’t necessarily need a hook-up—but 
hook-ups are always helpful. If you find the 
company is difficult to break into, try flirting 
with your tour guide. She might just put in a 
good word for you. 


ORGANIZE YOUR OWN TOUR 


If you can’t get in with a tour company, some 
companies will let you ride for free if you can 
bring them enough of your own people. Back- 
country Snowcats in Pemberton, BC 
(snowcats.ca/news/Vancouver-special-ski-free), 
half an hour past Whistler, lets you ride for the 
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weekend if you can rally up nine paying friends. 
Downhill Riders (downhillriders.com/ski4free.htm) 
has a similar program, but you have to put ina 
bit more of the leg work. You'll need a minimum 
of 30 people and you'll also have to organize 
when you leave, where you go.and for how long. 


GET CARDED 


Unless you've had your head in a box, you're 
probably aware of the various Canadian Rockies 
cards you can buy for groups of resorts. It’s usu- 
ally an $80 investment, but if you ride seven 
times, three of those days are free and the oth- 
ers are discounted. 


SPREAD THE WORD 


If you absolutely love riding, hate working and 
have a knack for words and photos, why not cap- 
italize on your situation? Pick up a few maga- 
zines and your local paper and see what their 
outdoor sections are like. If you think you have 
some good ideas for stories or you're particularly 
keen on an issue, pitch your angle to an editor. 
They're often looking for fresh ideas and new 
writers. A cheque from the paper could potential- 
ly cover gas, accommodation and a lift pass. 


As good as it can be, free or cheap riding may 
only whet your appetite for more. Be careful if 
you don’t want to change how you're living in 
the city—I recently realized | was getting far too 
little of a damn good thing. I succumbed to the 
undeniable urge to sell my house and move 
west. Don’t say you haven't been forewarned. v 
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Nice Legs takes a short stroll 


NICE LEGS 


JAMES IYLE 
I Hy.com 


| can sum up my trip to the Napa Valley 
pretty simply: neither freezing cold, nor 
blizzards, nor 7 am flights, nor 16-month- 
old sons, nor six-month pregnant wives 
could keep me from my appointed rounds 
of tasting as much wine as possible in 
two and half days. You probably want a 
bit more description than that, though. 

| took off for North America’s most 
infamous wine region in the late-Janu- 
ary cold, catching the earliest flight out 
of Edmonton, which necessitated a 5 am 
wake-up call—no sense wasting any 
valuable wine-tasting time. At about 2 
pm, my family and | arrived at our hotel, 
exhausted, but | wasn’t about to let a 
couple hours of prime wine tasting pass 
me by. As my wife and son slept, I 
departed in search of some of the val- 
ley’s finest juice. 

We were staying in Calistoga, towards 
the northern end of Napa, so | set out 
south, tuming onto the access road of the 
first winery | saw, Castello di Amorosa. It 
was a monstrous and garish castle that sat 
above wine caves and a processing facili- 
ty. After a trip up the long steps and a brief 
exchange with an employee, | was certain- 
ly thirsty, and ready to see what they had 
to offer. | tasted seven wines, from their 
overly sugary Pinot Grigio ($20) to their 
self-proclaimed wonder product, the 
Castellana Mapa Valley ($65). This blend 
of Sangiovese, Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Merlot had a tart, fresh smell but was 
overly acidic and had little flavour to hold 
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my interest. Not a good start. 

Next, | crossed the main highway to 
Clos Pegase, a Mexican-style villa that 
sits in the shadow of the Sterling Winery, 
which | also visited. Both were fairly dis- 
appointing tastings—it seems like they 
spent more time and effort on their build- 
ings than their wines—though Clos 
Pegase’s Mitsuk’s Vineyard Sauvignon 
Blanc ($20) was a highlight: it features a 
huge peach nose with creamy flavours 
throughout and a wonderful hint of spice 
at the finish. 
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AS THE DAY REACHED its end and | 
headed to the hotel, | passed a funky 
wine store called The Wine Garage. As 
one would expect from the name, it was 
in a former garage and it contained about 
100 items, not one exceeding $25 and 
most that | had never heard of before. 

| had a chance to speak with owner 
Todd Miller, a man who travels throughout 
California in search of the best possible 
wines that meet his price criteria. He 
explained his philosophy—one | whole- 
heartedly endorse—on the pretentious- 
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freshness & simplicity. 


ness of winemakers, explaining that he 
didn’t think there was much need for any 
juice to be much more than the ones he 
stocked. | asked for a few recommenda- 
tions, and he offered me three very inter- 
esting bottles: a 2003 Bonnie Doon Old 
Telegram Mourverdre, a 2003 Monticello 
Carley Family Estate Grown Cabernet and 
the definite highlight, a 2005 Vina Robles 
Red 4. The latter was made from a blend of 
mostly Syrah with some Petit Sirah, Touriga 
and Tannat and was absolutely wonderful, 
its deep, rich fruity nose complemented by 
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spicy fruit flavours that offered a wonderful 
flavour throughout the taste. 

The next morning, after breakfast and a 
visit to the geyser in an attempt to enter- 
tain our son, we headed northwest 
through the incredibly picturesque Alexan- 
der Valley, the winding road slipping 
around groves of trees, creeks and vine- 
covered mountains. Skipping over a few 
wineries whose bottles are widely avail- 
able in Canada, we pulled into the Hawkes 
winery, my wife and sleeping son waiting 
in the car as | ventured in for what | hoped 
would be the first great experience of the 
day. | didn’t get the thrill | was looking for: 
nothing was bad, but little blew me away, 
either, though their 2003 Alexander Valley 
Cabaret ($40) was probably the highlight, 
boasting a full, vibrant nose and simple 
but pleasant flavours. 

Passing through Geyserville, we moved 
southward toward Healdsburg and the 
Sonoma Valley. Healdsburg in an incredi- 
bly quaint, beautiful town whose charms 
were evident even through the hordes of 
tourists. Walking around the town square 
was a wonderful way to break up all the 
driving, and it gave me my first chance of 
the trip to get into a tasting room. 

A tasting room, for those who don't 
know, is a privately owned business that 
subcontracts to wineries that either 
don’t yet have their own tasting facility 
or can't justify the immense expense, 
and they tend to be highlights of any 
wine-tasting trip—this one was no 
exception. At Plaza Farms tasting room, | 
sampled wine from four different winer- 
ies—Bradford Mountain, Envy, Starry 
Night and Tandem—all of which had 
tempting, terrific wines. Ultimately, the 
only ones that forced out my wallet were 


a pair of pinot noirs from Tandem: the 
Van der Kamp Pinot ($48) featured a 
beautiful, well-rounded nose with great 
fruit in the flavours with a hint of spice, 
while the Sangiacomo Pinot Noir ($48) 
was a fruit explosion on the nose that 
had incredibly supple flavours. It was 
very laid back with smooth flow thought 
the taste. A perfect end to our day. 


THE NEXT MORNING, we trekked down 
past St Helena toward Napa. One of my 
most-anticipated wineries was on the 
itinerary, though our first stop was an 
impulsive one at the Raymond Vineyard. 
The tasting room was completely 
empty—January doesn't seem to be high 
season for tourists, not that | expected it 
to be—which gave me ample time to 
taste the four wines they offered. | found 
most of them acceptable, with nothing 
blowing my mind except for the 2003 
Rutherford Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 
($50), particularly surprising since 2003 
was not a very good year in the valley. 
This Cab’s rich nose lead into a very nice 
even flavour with hints of Blackberry and 
a wonderful aftertaste. 

Next on our trip was Plumpjack. My 
wife and | visited this winery five years 
ago and absolutely loved their Syrah, 
which is sadly not available in Canada. | 
was really looking forward to this as | 
knew they had released their 2005 Syrah, 
so | was incredibly disappointed to find 
out it had already sold out—a good 
review from Robert Parker emptied their 


HOLE LOTTA REASONS TO DINE OUT 

Just in case you needed more of a reason 
to get out and eat at one of Edmonton's 
wonderful restaurants, this Thu, Mar 6 
will let you do just that for a great cause. 
As part of International Women’s Week, 


shelves in less than a month. | sucked up 
my disappointment and tried what they 
had to offer, a Plumpjack Chardonnay and 
Merlot and a Sauvignon Blanc and 
Cabernet from a sister winery called 
Cade. My disappointment didn’t abate: 
the samples were adequate, but far from 
amazing and they charged $10 for a sam- 
pling fee, which is kind of Outrageous 
Considering half the selections were from 
an unheard-of winery. 

As our day was reaching its end, we 
entered Napa, the supposed heart of the 
valley. Despite having 20 times the popu- 
lation of Healdsburg or St Helena, 
though, it didn’t even have a fraction of 
the heart of either of those two towns. 
The one saving grace was the Vintners 
Collection tasting room, located in a fabu- 
lous stone building—right across from a 
hardware store, mind you—and boasting 
more than 100 wines from 17 different 
wineries. 

Again, this was one of the highlights. | 
tasted seven different wines, with the 
unquestioned winners being a 2004 
Richard Perry Syrah ($35) and a 2005 Mi 
Sueno El Llano ($40). The El Llano is a 
65/35 Cab/Syrah split and had a simple, 
thin but spicy nose and flavours that 
seemed to last forever; the Richard Perry, 
meanwhile, had great full flavours with- 
Out being overwhelming. After the tast- 
ing, we decided—with help from our 
anxious son—that we'd had enough tast- 
ing for the day, so we made our way 
north, back to the hotel. 


this year's Epicurean Experience will host 
Dine Out for the Lois Hole Hospital for 
Women, Alberta's first-ever women- 
exclusive hospital. Participating restau- 
fants, of which there are too many to list 
here—a full list can be found at loishole- 
hospital.com—will donate a portion of 
all proceeds from that day to the hospi- 
tal, which is set to open in 2009. If 
there's one thing better than eating a del- 
cious meal, it's eating a delcious meal for 
a good cause. 


START WINE-ING 
deVine Wines and Pacific Wine and 
Spirits are teaming up to offer a tasting 


brands of 
beer 


Wine Tasting 
every Wednesday 
from 4 til8 pom 
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THE NEXT MORNING, we packed our 
things for the trip to San Francisco, 
though there was still one stop | wanted 
to make before the trip was over. We 
pulled into A Dozen Vintners, yet another 
tasting house located at the top of the 
Valley, just north of St Helena, boasting 
products from 11 different wineries 
(which makes one wonder why they call it 
A Dozen Vintners, but | digress). With my 
wife and son waiting in the car, | spent 
half an hour sampling a great selection, 
made even better by the fact they happily 
waived their $10 tasting fee when | 
picked up a few bottles. 

Though they had so many deserving 
wines to describe, the three | purchased 
were a lovely Carrefour Vineyard Pinot 
Noir 2004 ($30), a substantial Krupp 
Brothers Black Bart Syrah 2005 ($52) and 
a tremendous Krupp Brothers The Doctor 
2005 ($75). The Carrefour had a nice tart 
nose with tons of flow and fruit in the 
taste. The Black Bart had an absolutely 
monster nose with tremendous flavours 
to back it up. The Doctor, meanwhile, was 
a rich, interesting wine most likely 
derived from the intriguing blend of Tem- 
pranillo, Merlot, Cabernet and Malbec 

And thus ended my all-too-brief but 
wonderful trip through Napa. If | can 
leave anyone interested in a trip to the 
valleys, with a bit of advice, it would be 
stick with the tasting rooms. It's better 
value, and usually better wine—and 
they're really handy for getting a great 
selection in even with limited time. w 


— 
of a fabulous selection of wines from 
around the world. Representatives from 
New Zealand's Gravitas, France's 
Chapoutier, Canada's Mt Boucherie, and 
Portugal's Fonseca wineries will all be on 
hand to present more than 15 different 
wines for your enjoyment. The tasting 
goes this Mon, Mar 3 at 7 pm; contact 
deVine at 421.9463 or visit their website, 
devinewines.ca, for more info. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
happenings in Edmonton. Do you have an 
event that Edmonton's gourmand com- 
munity should know about? Contact us 
at dish@vueweekly.com 
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* Visit dinnertactory.ca, or alternatively, 
call of visit us and we will be more than 
happy to assist you with your booking. 


& assemble 


* When you arrive at Dinner Factory, you will 
be welcomed by our friendly stall. We will 
provide you with a beverage, apron and a 
brief orientation to get you started. 


* You will move from station to station and 
prepare one entrée at each station, Every 
Station is equipped with a recipe, all required 
utensils and is stocked with fresh ingredients 
thai have been washed, chopped, minced, 
sliced, and othenwvise prepared as required 
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Legging out one dinner in the Valley 


JAMES LYLE / nicelegs@vueweekly.com 

fter a full day of driving, 
Az and wine tasting, 

my wife, son and I were ready 
for a nice dinner out. Calistoga, the 
site of our hotel, lies at the very north 
of Napa Valley, one of the least 
touristy of the cities that dot the val- 
ley, and therefore offers one of the 
more sparse selections for dinner. The 
main street is relatively devoid of 
shops and restaurants, but from what 
we learned, what they lacked in quan- 
tity, they made up for in quality. 

We went with one of the more 
high-end restaurants in town, the All 
Seasons Bistro. With our 16-month 
old, we expected that it might not be 
possible or we night not be wel- 
come. I phoned ahead, and they 
informed me that it was their slow 
season and they'd be happy to take 
on the challenge of serving a tod- 
dler, so, aching for a nice meal, we 
headed straight over. 

When we arrived, we found a funky 
restaurant with a reserved and fash- 
ionable decor, laid out in a long nar- 
row fashion with about 25 tables in 
two long rows. A serving bar extend- 
ed down the entire length of the 
restaurant, with everything lit in a 
warm and soothing light, soft but not 
too dark 

Our waiter and his assistant wel- 
comed us at the door and ushered us 
to our table where a highchair was 
waiting. Crayons and bread promptly 
followed and they managed to keep 
my son occupied for most of the din- 
ner. Though the crayons were for my 
son, | managed to draw a stick figure 
before | was “interrupted” with the 
wine list 

Unsure of what to take, I asked for 
the waiter’s advice, noting my prefer- 
ence for Italian varietals; he suggest- 
ed a Pazzo Sangiovese/Cabernet 
blend made in the valley, and since he 
promised that a partially consumed 
bottle could be taken home, I took 
him up on the offer 


it SEASONS 


TUE-THU (GPM 11 PM) 
FAL- SUN (12 PM -11 PM) 


ALL SEASONS BISTRO 
1400 LINCOLN AVE, CALISTOGA CA 
Tm gi2gitt 


AS WE PORED OVER the menu and 


selected our dinners, our server 
returned with a bottle from a winemak- 
er he knew. It was a MescoLanza 2003 
Spring Mountain Venerable Field Blend 
($60), a Zinfandel with a good portion 
Petit Sirah and a hint of Carignane. It 
displayed a rich, flowery, robust nose 
with full floral odours throughout, and 
the spice at the end of the taste worked 
well with the tannins. The Sirah really 
helped round out the aggressiveness of 
the Zinfandel, and overall it was a 
wonderfully complex wine, and an 
excellent recommendation. 

Very shortly after we ordered, our 
appetizers arrived. My wife had an 
assorted seasonal greens with crisp 
apples salad ($9), which she adored 
though it was of ample size, it seemed 
to disappear as quickly as it was brought 
to us. She described it as fresh and tart, 
and commented that the candied wal- 
nuts were a wonderful addition. 


My lobster bisque ($9) was very nice 
but far from overwhelming. It’s flavours 
were consistent and incredibly rich but 
| found the buttery flavour too much. 
Only at times did the lobster flavours 
reach out above the butter. 

A few moments after finishing our 
first course, the entrées arrived. My 
wife ordered the pasta special, billed 
only as pasta with meat balls ($21). 
The name proved somewhat mislead- 
ing, as it came in a style more compa- 
rable to lasagna than straight pasta, 
but my wife was still pleased, telling 
me that the texture and flavours were 
perfectly matched, while the bolog- 
nese sauce was full and rich. 

My red wine braised Lamb shank 
($24) was a huge portion, which only 
made it that much better. It was 
accompanied by a wild mushroom 
polenta and a wonderful surprise, the 
bacon rainbow chard. The lamb was 
tender, flaky and fell off the bone, and 
matched perfect with the palenta. The 
chard, meanwhile, was incredibly 
fresh, prepared with a hint of spice 
and rich bacon. | doubt my arteries 
enjoyed it as much as my taste buds, 
but I wasn’t terribly worried, savour- 
ing every bite 


Unfortunately, about halfway 
through the main course, my son 
decided he’d had enough. He pro- 
ceeded to run up and down the 
restaurant (with me in hot pursuit) 
Fortunately, the restaurant was ‘still 
nearly empty. In a wonderful display 
of understanding, our server actually 
caught up to my boy and suggested, 
“Let’s play while daddy finishes his 
lamb.” That's far more than can be 
expeeted from any non-family restau- 
rant, and I was more than happy to 
return to my dish. We finished our 
meal rapidly so as not to take too 
much advantage of the babysitting. 

Nevertheless, we enjoyed a reason- 
ably relaxed quality meal out. The 
service was excellent, well timed and 
never intrusive. We gladly left a 
healthy tip, though I was a bit put off 
by the note at the bottom of the bill 
informing us of what an 18 per cent 
tip would have been: that’s a bit rude 
and presumptuous, though at least 
they backed it up with stellar service. 

Had we been staying in Calistoga 
longer, we would have definitely been 
back. In a valley filled with incredibly 
expensive restaurants, this was a bar- 
gain, and with great food, too! w 
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Grandma D’s offers hickory ambrosia 


ELLA JAMESON / ella@vueweokly.com 


1 t_ makes a good burger? 
AJ\/ Well, if you ask the folks at 
_W Grandma D’s BBQ Cook- 


house, they'd say it’s all about the 
sauce. The barbeque sauce, that is. 

A family-run business, Grandma 
D's is the brainchild of Jim and jamie 
Dallin, son and grandson of the infa- 
mous Grandma D herself. Those who 
attended the Old Strathcona Farmer's 
Market in years gone by may remem- 
ber her homemade barbeque sauce 
being sold there for close to 10 years. 

Now available on the shelves at 
Sobeys, the sauce is well on its way to 
becoming a hickory-flavored culinary 
phenom. This is barbeque sauce on 
steroids, and I can see why they 
decided to wrap an entire business 
around its recipe. Which, by the way, 
is top secret, so don’t ask. 

Located on the west side of the city, 
Grandma D's is mysteriously hidden 
in a comparatively industrial area just 
shy of Mayfield Road. Nestled among 
car repair shops, it barely registers as 
being a pit stop for eats. I'd been run- 
ning some Saturday morning errands 
when | found myself hungry and well 
outside my normal patch. I remem- 
bered that a friend had bragged that 
this little joint had one of the best 
burgers in the city, and I was more 
than willing to confirm the rumor. 

The place is pretty simple, with a 
bank of bar stools across the front 
window and four tall tables along one 
wall. Authentic wagon wheels hang 
from the ceiling, makeshift lighting for 
that “roadhouse” look: Thick wood 
and stone form the décor. 

Nearly half the restaurant is taken 
up by the grill and food prep area. The 
menu is posted high on one wall, but 
the choices are simple. The sauce is 
served on virtually everything on the 
menu, from their pulled-chicken 
sandwich to their ribs and burgers. 


| WAS WARMLY GREETED by Amy, one 
of Grandma D’s authentic grandchil- 
dren and the sister of owner Jamie 


NOW OPEN FOR LUNCH 


Dallin. Cheerfully proud of her family’s 
business, she told me that they'd been 
open for 20 months and were plan- 
ning a huge renovation. 

True enough, signs about the place 
wamed that hours could be changed 
without notice, as they were busy 


2 | MON-FAI(TT AM -5 Pt 
SAT(ITAM-4PM) 
GRANDMA D'S 


BBO COOKHOUSE 
TAR 11 AVE, 431074 


BURGER 


extending into the space next door. 
The transformations will more than 
double the size of the restaurant. 

After staring at the menu board in 
rapture, ruling out all the other 
options slowly and methodically, I 
settled on the Mushroom Swiss Burg- 
er ($9.75). I was offered a choice of 
sides, and went with the classic fries 
and gravy. 

Waiting for the burger to be 
grilled, | took the opportunity to quiz 
Amy about the ongoing renovations. 
The addition of more restaurant 
space, table service, a bar and pool 
tables will make the Cookhouse a 


Significant gastronomic force in the 
neighbourhood. 

When my basket of food arrived at 
the table, I was already salivating in 
anticipation. 

My burger was exactly what a 
burger should be. It sat tall ona 
Kaiser bun, grilled thick and juicy then 
doused with a layer of fresh mush- 
rooms all glued together with sticky 
Swiss cheese. Lettuce, tomatoes, red 
onions and pickles made the burger a 
good four inches tall, and the robust 
hickory flavour was clearly evident in 
their tangy signature sauce. I was in 
burger euphoria. 

The fries were unremarkable, but | 
wasn't there for the best fries in the 
city. With a substantial choice of 
sides, next time I'll try something 
more adventuresome 

Renovations are expected to be 
completed by the end of March. 
Licensed, the place will become a 
great hangout for locals and those 
willing to travel to the west end for 
one of Edmonton's best burgers. For 
those who aren't so willing, they can 
pop down to their local Sobeys for a 
jar of ambrosia. v 
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3 Different Heavens, billions of different perspectives 
CUCKOW'S LATEST IS A HUMANIST’S PLEA FOR A LITTLE BIT OF UNDERSTANDING—FROM EVERYONE 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
/ He 1 think I've experi- 
enced more bigotry 
because of my Mormon 
background than because I'm gay,” 
says Nathan Cuckow after a few 
moments of chewing on the question, 
seeming almost a bit surprised in his 
own answer. “I mean, partly that’s 
because of the life I lead, and partly 
because I've never really made a big 
deal about my own sexuality, but it’s 
amazing to see people’s faces when 
you tell them you come from a Mor- 
mon family.” 

Cuckow isn’t being glib, either. 
Unlike certain religious groups, who 
like to see persecution everywhere 
despite being the dominant cultural 
force in their respective areas of the 
world for hundreds of years now, the 
Mormons have a fairly extensive his- 
tory of being kept down, from their 
founding in the early 1800s, when the 
US government actually declared war 
on them, to the modern day, when 
specious accusations of culthood and 
questionable marriage practices con- 
tinue to dog them 

That said, he’s also illustrating one 
of the core ideas behind his newest 
play, 3 Different Heavens: that big- 
otry can take many forms, and the 
problem with it isn’t so much who 
you're being bigoted against as it is 
that you're doing it at all 


THE PLAY TELLS the story of two moth- 


ers, Susan (Coralie Cairns), a boister- 
ous, borderline alcoholic who joins 
her son at gay bars to troll for one- 
night stands, and Joyce (Blair Wens- 
ley), a psychologically delicate, 
decidedly reserved smalltown Mor- 
mon. The mismatched pair are 
brought together when their sons, 
David and Jonathan (also played by 
Wensley and Caims, respectively), die 
in a car crash. As if their backgrounds 
weren't trouble enough for any-poten- 
tial understanding, it’s also revealed 
that Jonathan was hiding the true 
nature of his relationship with David 
from his mother, for fear that she 
wouldn't approve, and Susan has to 
break the news to her 

Despite how it would first appear, 
though, it’s liberal Susan who seems 
to carry more prejudices and precon- 
ceived notions than Joyce, in particu- 
lar concerning Joyce’s deep religious 
beliefs. As Cuckow explains, he 
comes across that kind of bigotry fre- 
quently—particularly in the theatrical 
community, a supposedly open, 
understanding place 

“There really is a kind of liberal big- 
otry, especially in theatre, which is so 
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leftist,” Cuckow says, citing a sort of 
preaching-to-the-choir mentality that 
doesn’t particularly encourage disparate 
worldviews. "I mean, those are my poli 
tics, so I don’t have a big problem with 
that, but in some ways these left-lean- 
ing people can be just as intolerant, just 
as willing to fall back into stereotypes 
and prejudice as some of the people 
they're speaking out against.” 

Cuckow isn’t merely pointing fin- 
gers in this regard, either: he freely 
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admits that he spent many years 
indulging a similar kind of intoler- 
ance, unwilling to accept people 
who's opinions differed from his own. 
“My biggest conflict with my family 
was when I stopped going to church— 
it took them a while to accept me for 
who I was after that, though ironically 
enough once they did I was the one 
who became the bigot, who wouldn't 
accept their beliefs,” he says, explain- 
ing that things got much better once 
he became more open and accepted 
the differences between them, as they 
had for him. “That's what we've need- 
ed to do to maintain a relationship, 
and that’s part of what I’m getting at 
{in 3 Different Heavens}: there has to 
be some understanding, some com- 


ON THE COVER 


promise, if you're going to maintain a 
relationship; you ‘agree to disagree,’ 
and get on with your life, because a 
lot of the time it’s just not worth it to 
keep up these separations.” 

That's something that Cuckow 
understands better than most. As both 
an openly gay man and someone with 
a Mormon background—Cuckow pur- 
posely tried to deal with both in Heav- 
ens, calling it his “most personal play 
{he’s} ever written, although it’s not 
autobiographical in any way”—he 
knows all too well just how divisive 
life choices can be. 

“We have a tendency to divide our- 
selves along so many different lines: 
politics, religion, all these things sepa- 
rate us—which is kind of ironic, actu- 


ally, because so many of them start 
off being about humanism and get 
kind of twisted and turned around— 
but we have to realize that these 
things are man-made, are self-creat- 
ed,” he explains. “We all start off as 
newborns with the potential for 
everything, and we just keep putting 
stuff on ourselves that separates us. I 
think we'd be much, much better off if 
we adopted a more all-encompassing 
perspective, and avoided these differ- 
ent kinds of labels entirely.” 


THAT HUMANISTIC philosophy has 
come up repeatedly in Cuckow’s 
work, from his breakthrough play, the 
one-man STANDup HOMO, through 
his two collaborations with Chris 
Craddock, 3...2...1 and Bash‘ (the lat- 
ter of which, it was just announced, 
will be getting a full Off-Broadway 
production early this summer, a 
prospect that had Cuckow excited and 
humbled when we talked). One com- 
mon thread through all of them is 
about coming to accept who you are, 
one of the first steps, Cuckow Says, to 
understanding other people. 

“Everyone has some kind of pres- 
sure put on them to be a certain way, 
whether it’s from society, or their fam- 
ily or religion—all those things are 
putting pressure on people trying to 
make choices,” explains Cuckow. “I 
think you've to try to ignore those 
pressures and figure out what you 
want to be, make your own choices.” 

That said, most of those choices up 
to this point are related in some way 
around coming out of the closet, and 
Jonathan's struggles to tell his mother 
about his homosexuality also proves 
central to 3 Different Heavens. For Cuck- 
ow, though, homosexuality isn’t so 
much a topic as it is an approach, the 
most natural way he sees of talking 
about the things he wants to talk about, 
whether that’s the prevalence of bigotry 
or the importance of being yourself. 

“For me, Jonathan’s story—and, 
really, any of the people struggling 
with coming out that I’ve written 
about—is really more about being true 
to yourself than it's necessarily about 
coming out,” Cuckow says. “Sexuality 
is just kind of a natural lens for me to 
view these things through, because 
even though it’s been changing quite 
a bit lately, it’s still one of our last 
accepted bigotries. 

“Really I think a lot of what 1 do is 
about humanism, about being under- 
standing to other people and being 
accepting of your true self, and sexual- 
ity is just my focus for explaining those 
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‘Thoughtsome and jetsam: remixing Stories 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
‘Ou can always count on the 
¥ Edmonton Sun for a thoughtful, 
nuanced discussion of complex 
urban issues: “Dirtbags shouldbe 
hung out to dry!” 

CW Carson's thin laugh collapses 
into a bemused sigh. “There's this 
‘Crime Beat’ section in the Sun, and 
this is the kind of language they use: 
‘the low-life’; ‘the dirtbag,” he explains. 
“Last year they ran a series called 
‘Dump of the Week’ that had mostly 
pictures of inner-city homes. Some of 
these images came from there.” 

Snatches of appropriated Sun text 
are just one of many elements Carson 
blends into Stories from the Inner 
City, a multi-faceted exploration of 
the myths and realities of his down- 
town Edmonton environment and its 
denizens. 

Carson categorizes himself as a 
printmaker turned “collage artist—I 
work in that sort of way, think in that 
sort of way,” and Inner City reveals 
how broadly he fills those descriptive 
shoes. Photos he's taken himself or 
sourced from the media are paired 
with illustrations from books and 
magazines or his own drawings; 
small and large objects found on 
walks around his city centre neigh- 
bourhood festoon photo-based work 
or stand alone in makeshift cases. 

Beyond physical juxtapositions, 
Carson's mash-up sense expresses 
itself in more abstracted ways: painful 
circumstances jostle flights of whim- 
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sy; historical figures and fictional 
characters from different eras hover 
together in parking lots and alley- 
ways; hope huddles with despair, 
destruction is rendered in beauty. 

“I was dealing with how to go 
backwards and forwards through 
things, looking at how elements of a 
story can be put together in different 
positions or contexts,” Carson 
explains. “The idea is to catch a form 
Of reality about where | live and what 
I see from my door every day. The 
techniques and media I use grow and 
change and adapt in terms of how a 
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story comes together for me.” 


THE FARST PIECE is the most linear, occu- 


pying the entryway into the main 
gallery and setting the tone Recalling 
old-school filmstrips and early-'70s 
photo-toon storybooks, it condenses 
the life of an apartment building into 
the barest assemblage of facts: a vibrant 
nook of a community neglected and 
decaying, taken over by rodents and the 
sex trade, culminating in the harshest of 
band-aid solutions executed with 
almost biblical inevitability—oblitera- 
tion. The building is condemned. 

It's a quintessential urban story, 
consistently captured with blunt judg 
ments in hawkish and mawkish “true” 
crime coverage, the remorseless false 
meritocracy of fearful ideological 
shills: we'll pretend the societal play- 
ing field is level, so we don’t have to 
take responsibility for those who fail, 
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and we'll disguise racism and preju- 
dices of class behind an obsession 
with Wild West retribution fantasies 
Perhaps if we keep pushing the “low- 
lifes" and “dirtbags” to the margins, 
one day they'll just fall off the edges 
and we won't ever have to shine a 
light onto conditions of desperation. 
And indeed, the punch line to this 
piece—condemnation—is what Car- 
son’s sympathetic eye challenges 
throughout the show as he dances 
between visual puns and frames of 
reference with puckish bathos. In lav- 
ish paintings, he glazes burned-out 
and torn-down dwellings with touch- 
es of pearl and glitter and pulls their 
edges out into the third dimension or 
limns multiple surveillance camera 
views released to the media for 
“crimetainment” sections in scream- 
ing neon luridness. An illustration of 
Columbus incongruously greets pho- 
tographed arrivals at the Greyhound 
station; Normal Rockwell’s milkman 
tenderly blesses a homeless man 
crashed out on a public bench, and 
under an apocalyptic sky rattling 
shopping carts of modern ragmen 
gather at the feet of a statue com- 
memorating trade between Aborigi- 
nals and merchant emissaries 


Carson's “inner city equivalent of 


Damien Hirst’s shark tank” is a Sharks 
bomber jacket mounted in a wooden 
frame covered with plastic sheeting 
and tape, inverting “the classy muse- 
um setup for objects” while also sug- 
gesting makeshift shelters 


Jrom the Inner City 


WHILE CARSON'S sharply poignant 


vignettes are eloquent, his kaleidc 
scopic showstopper is an infini 
loop of story fragments made up of 
about 160 vinyl records arranged ina 
figure-eight, embracing the space 
like a pair of sheltering wings, repur 
posed for a synonymic meaning. The 
discs are painted and collage _ 
details and visual remix 
several alternative records o 
city life: bursts of colourful floy 
convenience sto t 

window, churche 
obscuring adverti 


f inner 


amount of be: 
blender he 


construction 
gardens. Some el 
nice, but | want 
mented pictorial languag e 
could reinterpret and reinvent these 
stones more freely and put it together 
in a more eclectic way 

In Carson's open-ended retellings 
imagination and compassion can h 
us build up the inner city ir 
tearing it down. v 
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‘DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
heri Barclay never really 
Sinenes to try to make a 
career out of being a DJ, but 
things have a way of not going the 
way she plans. 

Barclay moved back to Edmonton 
from New York two years ago after los- 
ing her job and having a business part- 
ner embezzle funds from her 
burgeoning start-up. Back in town and 
looking for a way to fill some time, she 
began her show, The Barclay Hour, on 
CJSR, and it quickly became a hit. To this 
day it remains one of the campus sta- 
tion's more popular hours, and Barclay 
has used the platform to expand to other 
projects both foreign—a weekly hosting 
gig on Viva Radio, the official in-store 
radio station of American Apparel and a 
decent internet radio site in its own 
right—and domestic—the public 
art/graffiti art bomb Make it Not Suck, 
which includes three improved city 
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blocks and one gallery show to date. 

Now, Barclay is trying to expand 
her influence even further. 

“Basically, | used to be happy with 
just volunteering, but after the 
immense feedback, that wasn't really 
cutting it anymore,” Barclay explains. 
“7 sort of figured I could do this for a 
living, I just didn’t really know how yet, 
since the show isn't really a Top 40 
indie hits show or anything like that.” 


TO THAT END, Barclay has put together 
Low Blood Sugar: An Introduction 
to the Barclay Hour, which she'll 
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play this Friday night at the Stanley 
Milner Library. As she explains, the 
purpose is two-fold: partly she wants 
to introduce people who might not lis- 
ten to CJSR to what her show is all 
about, and partly she’s hoping to use 
the show as an opportunity to help 
her track down a more lucrative gig, 
namely an internship with NPR's This 
American Life. 

“Just from talking to people around 
town, I kind of figured out that no two 
people really had the same idea about 
it, and a lot of people didn’t even real- 
ly know what it was,” she explains. 
“So | kind of just wanted to show peo- 
ple what it was about, help them see 
it in a different light, like the DVD 
extras in a movie. 

“But also it’s going to be my applica- 
tion to the internship program at This 
American Life,” she adds. “It’s sort of a 
superficial thesis, so it’s sort of some- 
thing for the fans and for me.” w 
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issues,” he continues. “Love is a truly 
universal thing—I mean, literally, with- 
out love and sexuality, there wouldn't 
even be life, it’s that natural to us, but 
there's an awful lot of pressure put 
onto it, from so many different forces, 
to me it's an obvious thing to look at 
when you're trying to explore some- 
thing essential about people.” 


UNSURPRISINGLY, that desire to 


explore what's essential to people is 
what's keeping Cuckow from becom- 
ing a mouthpiece for any one view- 
point. Though there are big subjects 
tackled in Heavens—the play opens 
with a dialogue about the creation of 
the world, and questions of religion, 
sexuality and honesty submarine their 
way through much of the script, 
underlying when they're not sitting on 
the surface—Cuckow resists pro- 
nouncing on any of the particular 
ideas, instead letting Joyce and Susan, 
and the audience, attempt to figure 
things out for themselves. 

“| think something like this easily 
could have become a conversion 
piece, and I definitely didn't want 
that,” he says. “I didn’t want this to be 
about who was right and who was 
wrong, because I really don’t think 
that gets us very far.” 

And it’s that kind of relativism that 
ultimately defines 3 Different Heavens, 
whose title refers as much to varying 
viewpoints as it does to the literal 
three heavens Mormons believe con- 
stitute the afterlife. As Cuckow 
explains, the labels we apply—Mor- 
mon, liberal, queer—are largely 
immaterial: it’s the people underneath 
that truly matter. 

“The thing is, all these things are 
people,” he explains. “Whatever labels 
they put on themselves, it’s people 
who are interpreting these things and 


. acting them out in the real world, and 


because of that nothing is ever going 
to be black and white. You've got to 
try to understand people if you're 
going to understand anything else." ¥ 


Vollman searches for 
freedom on the rails 


HOPSCOTCH 


JOSEF BRAUN 
hopscotch @yvueweekly.com 


BOOKS 


| live near train tracks. | hear them mostly 
late at night, when aching dreams of 
escape are given freer reign. | love trains 
with a childish awe, but the tracks have 
been made absurdly inaccessible, the 
fencing around them formidable. You cross 
over or under these fortressed tracks and 
the passing trains seem like some disor- 
derly mirage, the poltergeist of some rum- 
bling, colossal, transient machine from the 
distant past. It makes you wonder: do peo- 
ple still hitch rides on these beasts? Pay- 
ing passengers hardly even use them 
anymore. What ever happened to that 
most glorious of vic- 
timless crimes, 
freight hopping? 

William T Voll- 
mann has asked sim- 
ilar questions, but 
unlike me—unlike 
most of us these 
days—he's taken it 
upon himself to 
answer them 
through first-hand 
investigation. 
Though he’s pushing 
50 and still recover- 
ing from pelvic sur- 
gery and some minor 
strokes, Riding 
Toward Every- 
where (Ecco, $31.95) finds Vollmann pack- 
ing up his orange bucket and backpack, 
dragging along a friend or two, and riding 
the rails. The numbers of fellow travellers 
he encounters have diminished since the 
days of Jack London or Thomas Wolfe, or 
aven Jack Kerouac, three among the many 
American writers he cites and forges a 
cross-generational literary dialogue with 
here. But most of those who still practice 
this particular form of wandering are 
prompted by the same thing most trainhop- 
pers have always been prompted by: need, 
desperation, lack of opportunity, poverty. 
Vollmann, as he makes clear right from the 
Start, suffers from at most one of these ail- 
ments. He's not a hobo but, as he puts it, a 
fauxbeau, a dilettante who when he desires 
feed only wait for the train to slow or stop, 
jump off, and find himself a warm bed and 
a hot meal. 

“Contempt for my privileged railroad 
follies may or may not be warranted,” 
Vollmann writes. “The question is what | 
make of them.” He points out that even 
Thoreau had a safety net to rescue him 
from any genuine peril during his submer- 
gence into Walden’s wilderness—but 
Goes that make his observations of the 
life left behind and the one adopted in 
exchange any less resonant? 


VOLLMANN'S REASONS for trainhopping 
are many. His interest in those who live 
outside the dictates of the approved (if 
difficult to acquire) state of prosperity 
and ambition have informed much of his 
previous work, his travels to Afghanistan 
and the Arctic, and most notably his 
recent book Poor People. Much of this 


new book is indeed concerned with those 
he meets and learns from during his trav- 
els, as well as the graffiti they leave 
behind as traces of their vagabond mus- 
ings, their frustrations and madness. But 
for all that, what seems to bring Vollmann 
to the rails is finally a much baser, more 
personal urge: to get out of Here—wher- 
ever Here may be—and find Everywhere. 

“The lives | could have lived or at least 
imagined living teased me,” Vollmann 
writes at one point while gazing out from 
his perch on the iron horse, and else- 
Where: “how luxurious it is to travel | care 
not where for no good reason!” 

Vollmann is a divorced parent, a man who 
confesses to finding his inner rage growing 
with age, who doesn’t own a cell phone or a 
credit card, who's sick with anger over the 
direction his country has been taking in this 
new century of 
increasingly compro- 
mised liberties. He is 
a great, persuasive 
believer in civil dis- 
obedience. Though 
much older and 
much more practical 
than the likes of say, 
Chris McCandless, 
Vollmann needs to 
flee the grid, at least 
for a time. (Who 
doesn't?) Vollmann 
searches for the 
same thing most 
artists or anyone 
with a wandering 
spirit seeks: the 
epiphanies granted by freedom. Why else do 
so many of the book's evocative accompany- 
ing photographs feature open doors looking 
out on the fragmentary promise of some 
thrilling expanse? 

Admittedly, as Riding Toward Every- 
where chugs along it does get repetitive, 
its romantic viewpoint and Zen laughter a 
little hackneyed, and sometimes its exis- 
tential questions begin to feel generic. 
Vollmann often asks what's wrong with 
aimlessness, and at times the shapeless- 
ness of this book answers him back loud 
and clear. But Vollmann never goes too 
long without bringing his ramshackle nar- 
tative back to deeper, more specific ques- 
tions about identity, nomadism, solitude, 
solidarity and being lost in life. 

What works best for me here is the first 
essay in particular, in which Vollmann 
writes a great deal about his father, all the 
ways in which their lives, their choices and 
their politics conflict. But for all their dif- 
ferences Vollmann clearly admires his 
father and recognizes how much their per- 
spectives have to do with the eras in 
which they reached manhood and the idea 
of American life that seemed possible dur- 
ing these times. And in one of the most 
touching moments in Riding Toward Every- 
where Vollmann dreams that his father is 
riding the rails with him. In this dream 
Vollmann’s train crosses not only space but 
time, taking him through an emotional 
detour as revealing of his truest longings 
as other parts of Aiding Toward Every- 
where reveal Vollmann’s most fundamen- 
tal flaws. Put together all of these aspects 
might tucker you out, but | think you'll still 
be glad for taking the journey. w 
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Spenrath lets Trilli 


PAUL BLINOV / blinev@vueweekly.com 
i ven if you like capitalism, 
E you'll enjoy this show,” play- 
wright Kurt Spenrath 
assures me, but it’s a curious state- 
ment to make after spending a size- 
able chunk of our interview tearing 
into big business, market capitalism 
and other methods of generating 
unholy amounts of cash behind a veil 
of questionable ethics. 

Call him bitter for picking a less fis- 
cally-responsible career, but Spen- 
rath's freshly penned comedy The 
Trillionares has him taking aim at 
some of the business world’s biggest 
moneymakers, though not the Enrons 
or Halliburtons that instantly jump to 
mind. Instead, he heaves the bulk of 
his wit at Long Term Capital Manage- 
ment, an odd choice, considering the 
group’s relatively clean record—two 
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of the three men involved are Nobel 
Prize winners, after all. 

LTCM founders Myron Scholes, 
Robert Merton and John Meriweath- 
er became idols of the business 
world in the ‘90s after standardizing 
hedge investment, a system of eco- 
nomics that, while now a common 
practice, was seen prior to the trio’s 
work as what Spenrath calls “the 
domain of the honourless.” His 
script, a fictitious close-up on these 
three men, envisions what kind of 
people they were, what they did, 
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said and drank as they amassed for- 
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economies of other countries started 
to buckle under the impact. 


SPENRATH PULLED few of his imagina- 
tion’s unsympathetic punches in 
brainstorming what these guys—who, 
at their peak, had gathered assets 
worth 1.2 trillion dollars—might’'ve 
said. Given that he happily describes 
his version of Meriweather as “a 
misogynist, sexist, racist, veal-eatin’ 
son of a bitch that sucks the marrow 
and joy out of life,” it's more likely 
that he threw a couple of extra kicks 
for good measure. 

“They have Nobel Prizes, they teach 
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in universities, they're still rich [and] 
they’re still making money. In the 
business universe, these guys are 
fucking gods,” Spenrath explains. 
“They don’t need my sympathy, which 
is probably part of why I'm willing to 
have them do and say such horrible 
things in the show. 

“They have more money and more 
power than I ever will, and God damn 
it, they owe it to me to let me rip the 
shit out of them for an hour and 10 
minutes,” he laughs. 

The Trillionaires script may seem 
rooted in disdain for his subject mat- 
ter, but to Spenrath, those in the arts 
possess more than an average level 
of business-savvy, and deserve to 
speak their minds on the inner 
workings of Wall Street and its 
upper-upper class. 

“The money set aside for the 
entire AFA—every art gallery, ballet, 
opera, theatre company [and] inde- 
pendently funded artist in this entire 
province—is half of what is spent 
subsidizing professional horse rac- 
ing in Alberta: two racetracks,” he 
explains. “But look at how much we 
do with that money. We're incredible 
businessmen: we generate new 
ideas and worth and value where 
there was blank paper and empty 
boards before. So I think we're 
uniquely qualified to comment on 
business.” v 
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Menno eye As S807) . Open Manin i sda a ° 

v artworks by Louise Rau, 
due hans: Esther Karl and Mitchell © Mar. 4-27 « 
Opening reception; Mar. 12 (6:30-8:30pm) 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11917-30 St (479-8424) 
m-S:30pmn Sat SAME one 


Tue-Fri 9:30am: 
Barry, emia Ganest, Nunes, Norval Biiaant es 
bettas ‘heaton Woy and a, ; 


° 
* Open Mor-F Sam-Spm Sat Tam. 
Peni Bae Bie Rea a a pot 


re TUDE 89 10248-108 st ) © Open we 1am- 
" Wiobe; unt Mar 22 » STORIES FROM THEINNEA Shee 
Said by C.W. Carson; y He Mar. 13 


MoMULLEN GALLERY Uj of A ee 
7152) * Open Mon-Fri 1Qam-8pm; Sun 18pm # EIGHT 
Monochrome Guild Until Apr. 13 
MCPAG 5411-51 St, Plain (963-2777) # Mon-Sat 
I} foroniuk; wu) ‘ar. e 

Room Gallery: Photography by Jenny Delaney; until Mar. 20 
MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 Ste Anne St, St Albert 
(eg iets * PORTRAITS OF THE NOATH Ponca drawings 
Gerald Kuehl and bead and needlework from Aboriginal 
communities * Until Apr, 13 © Opening reception: Thu, Mar. 
6 (7pm) 
OUT OF THE FIRE STUDIO 12214 Jasper Ave (378-0240 
Taine by Alberta artists. Star poo Cindy Ms 
eciall be at and Junichi Tanaka. jer ad 

glass and stemware. Stone sculpture by Shumba 
Ash, African stone sculpture from Zimbabeee rie Feb. 29 


Ceres ule 2am 
¥ rol /, including new 
works by James Lahey and \lonethan Forrest a 


7479) © Open Tue-Sat Tee face eas 
I © Gr ly 
by Gregory Hardy, Robert Wiseman, and Frans mons 


PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 Ordze Rd, Sherwood Park 
(467-3038) © Paintings, watercolours, and ‘Soapstone sculp- 
tures * Until Mar, 1 


PORTAL ART GALLERY 9414-91 St (702-7522) « Open Tue- 

Fri 12-8pm; Sat 12-7pm, by appointment * MIXED MUSINGS: 
Artworks by Cheryl Muth * Mar. 1-Apr. 17 « Opening recep- 
tion: Mar. 1 (7-11pm) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, St. Albert 
(460-4310) ® Open Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), Thu (10am )* 
WINDOWS: Artworks by Terry Reynoldson; until Feb, 29 © An 
Evening with Artists: Art Auction Fundraiser; Mat. 1 © Drop-in 
Art for the Artist at Heart: Mar. 6 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 10130-103 Si, Mezz (426-4035) * 
URBANSCAPES: Paintings by Pauline Ulliac. Featuring paint- 
ings and sculptures by various artists 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave (453-9100) « 
Open daily 9-Spm * Orientation Gallery: TUKTU PRAYERS: 
AiNpos convey 3 connection between the artists and the 
wildemess; until Mar. 16 * MUSEUM BY NUMBERS: Photos 
and facts documenting some of the Museum's history * 40 
FABULOUS FINDS: Stories about how certain objects have 
been acquired and how some of the museum's spaces were 
constructed * STORIES FROM THE SOUTHESK COLLECTION: 
Ongoing * On the Grounds: Architectural, piel and nat- 
ural pieces of art. The On the Grounds guide * 

House: Public tours Sat and Sun and ay ee 
aeot phone 427-2281 information © Alberta: 
Ongoing gallery © ude Gallery of Aboriginal Culture: 
Sines of First Y history in at era ongoing 
gallery * Natural History Gallery: the Bug Room. Treasures 
of the Earth, Fossils, Creatures from the Depths of Time and 
the Bird Gallery; Biheller * Self-Guided Tours * Art 
about the Museum qui 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) © Open Tue-Sat 
10am-5pm ¢ BETWEEN WATER AND STONE: New works by 
Noni Boyle * Until Mar. 11 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) » Open Tue-Sat 12- 
5pm * WARM SNOW. Printworks by Karen Trask - Feb, 28- 

12; 0 Miya Sat. Mar. 1 (12-5pm) ¢ SNAPS 
25TH ANNIVERSARY NEWSLETTER PAINT EXHIBITION: EP| 
2008 fundraiser; Feb. a 12; opening reception and gala 
fundraiser print sale: Sat, Mar. 1 {toncor-Spm) 


‘SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce Grove 
(962-0664) © GENERATIONS 3: Artworks by Candace 
Makowichuk * Until Mar. 8 


»STEEPS TEA HOUSE-WHYTE AVE 11116 Whyte Ave « 
Paintings by Hanne Murray * Until Mar. 1 


THE STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron St (460-5993) * Open 
Thu 12-8pm, Fri 10am-Gpm, Sat 10am-Spm * SUN REALM: 
Artworks by Pat Wagensveld © Until Mar. 1 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 1121 1-142 St (452-9100) « 
FOOD FOR HEALTH ¢ EXPLORER ZONE ¢ MUMMIES: 
SECRETS OF THE PHAROHS: |MAX film © TELUS : 
Lab: featuring LEGO Mindstorms Centre demonstrations; 
Weekends oh © Margaret Zeidler Star Theatre: Daily 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9854) * Open Tue-Sat 10am- 
Spm; Thu 10am-8pm * FIVE ARTISTS, ONE LOVE-To commem- 
orate Black History Month, artworks by Richard Lipscombe, 
Carla Andrew, Shumba Ash, Lisa Mayes, and Darren Jordan; 
Until Mar. 5 ® Animal sculptural funiture by Jamie Russell; 
Mar 8:29; opening recaption. Mar. 8 (12-4pm) 


VWAAA GALLERY 3rd Fi, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St (421- 
1731) © Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm ® UP CLOSE 
Artworks by Niki Standing and Robert Todrick * Feb. 28-Apr 5 
* Opening reception: Feb. 28 (?-9:30pm) 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488-4992) « 
Paintings by Steven Armstrong 


LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) « Story Slam: An 
‘Opportunity for writers to share their work, ee their tal- 
ents and off * 3rd Wed every month * $5 (donation) 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave (437-9555) « 

TALES The Alberta League Encouraging Storytelling 
Monthly Storytelling Circle: Everyone welcome to tell stories 
oF to come and listen; 2nd Fri each month through to June 
2008 (8pm); $3 admission, first time free 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 10475-80 Ave (932-4409) « 
TA.LES—The Alberta League er oreaing Stor yelling . 
Story ee Open mic opportunity * 1st Thu every month; 


‘STANLEY A. LIBRARY Centre for Reading and the 
Arts (496-7000) * Freedom to Read Week-Bannad Books 
Café: Readings from Belenged books, and discussions 
about censorship « Feb. 28 {7pm) 


‘STEEPS TEA LOUNGE College Plaza, 11116-82 Ave * 
Spoken word open mic * Last Wed every month 


‘3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Sq (428-2200) « 
WOW-Wired on Words: A creative writing process for ama- 
teurs and professionals. Sun (11am-1/15pm); info e-mail 
bewell mail.com * $10 {donation} 


TIMMS CENTRE FOR THE ARTS U of A * Wayne 
Johnston, author, will cane Hyp a Lomntond Cae 
Newfoundland: Memory, Family, Fiction second 
annual Henry Kreisel lecture * Mar. 5 (7:30pm) * Free 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Education South 
WET Za Canadian Authors Aes ae CA 
necal meeting with presentation Permission ta Tr 
i Swlonie Soba: Fr, Feb. 29 pn} Writers Celene 
Precedes meeting), 1st time Quests and members free. retum- 
SAECO te ne 
non-member: pre-tegister, Joe 180.425 247 im 
UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-865 Ave (422-8174) * The Posts’ 
Haven® Monday Ni weekly readil ies presented 
Stroll of Poots # Bevo ae "$5 door z 
WHITEMUD CROSSING LIBRARY 4211-106 St (495- 
§357/496-1822) © Book launch of Sue Kruszewski' 
Fabry Welldbhaeas Kae ee Tati 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469- 
atom 2» ry ed ek Vase ed es 
Ryan Wingfield; Feb. 28-Mar.1'* Tommy Sauitt wares 
Di Sar eng 

ni 1 Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, Sat 8pm 
‘and 10:30pm, Sun * Hit or Miss Mondays ® Matt Billon, 
Ryan Ash and a ea Mar. 2 ib ue 


YUK'S) Londonderry Mall , 6606- 
‘Open Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 
luesday Amateur Night followed by professional 
headliner * Wednesday Comedy Challenge followed by pro- 
fessional headliner Kevin McGrath * Tommy and Shelby Chong 
with Howie Miller and Kelly Dixon; Thu-Sat « Tommy and 
Shelby Chong: Feb. 28, 29, Mar. 1; call 476-1010 for tickets 


THEATRE 


re ee 

BROADWAY BACKWARDS Jekyii and Hyde Pub, 10611- 

100 Ave * A gender bending musical theater revue starring 

Natasha Napoleao, Cody Michie, Tiana Leonty, Keith 

facet and others * Feb. 2B, 29, Mar. 1 (7:30pm) * $5 
}00F, 


CHIMPROVI Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (443-0695) « 
Long-form improvisational sketches performed by Rapid Fire 
Theatre's top improvisers * Every Sat (1 pm) except last Sat 
of each month until July 24 


THE DECEMBER MAN (HOMME DE DECEMBRE) Citade| 
Rice Theatre, 9828-101A Ave (425-1820) * By Colleen Murphy, 
directed by Micheline Chevrier, starring Nicola Lipman and 
Bim ley, When Marc Lépine opened fire in the classroom 
at Ecole Polytechnique in 1989, Kathleen and Benott’s son was 
‘among the men ordered out of the room. At first tha parents 
feel lucky that he was spared, but Jean's young life comes 
utterly unglued, His only thoughts are of what he could and 
should have done. For mature audiences, content and language 
May not be suitable for all patrons © Mar. 4-23 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) « 
Impray soap opere every Mon (8pm) 


FAMOUS PUPPET DEATH SCENES Roxy Theatre. 10708- 

124 St (453-2440) * Theatre Network. pete the Old Trout 

puppet masters Peter Balkwill, Don Brinsmead, Pityu 
enderes and Judd Palmer ® Until Mar. 2 


FRAZIER-THE COLLEGE YEARS Jubilations Dinner 
Theatre, 8882-170 St (484.2424) © Join us as we seek to 
answer some Rees about Frazier Crame, mixed to your 
favourite "60s Motown/R&B music © Until Apr. 6 


HALF LIFE Citadel Shoctor Theatre, 9828-101 Ave (425- 
1820) © By John Michton directed by Daniel Brooks. Clara 
and Patrick meet and fall in lave in a nursing home, Or are 
they rekindling a passionate memory from the 1940s? She 
has Alzheimers. He is guarded about his past as a military 
code-breaker, Clara's son and Patrick's daughter have differ- 
ing opinions about their parents' emationall ly-charged and 
physical relationship * Mar. 8-30 


HOT MIKADO John L Haar Theatre, Grant MacEwan College, 
is fe the Arts and area Pea a 
lusical comedy presenti ie Theatre and re 
Production Program, directed pyipai Ryan. Based on 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s original The Mikado, the theatre will be 
transformed into a small Japanese village located somewhere 
near Harlem, New York City * Mar, 7-15 (8pm): Sun, Mar. 9 
(2pm); no performance on Mar. 13 © $18 (adult door\/$14 (adv. 
ult/$12 (student/senior doorl/$9 (adv. student/senior): 
advance tickets available at TIX an the Square 420-1757 


THE KITCHEN WITCHES Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 16615- 
109 Ave (483-4051) # By Caroline Smith # Isobel Lomax and 
Dolly Biddle are two “mature” TV cooking show hostesses 
who have hated each other for 30 years then circumstances 
put them together on a TV show called “The Kitchen Witches” 
© Until Apr 13 © Butfet and show: $49-$79 


LANGUAGE AND CONTENT Jeky!! and Hyde Pub, 10610-100 
Ave (297-3675) * Image Theatre's monthly reading series. This 
month's readings include Trna Davies' West of the 3rd 
Menian; Melissa Major's solo piece Unicom Homs; an adap- 
tation of Roald Dahl's The Swan; and an installment of My 

Roommate. Also featured is Kurt Spenrath’s new play 
The Tnilionaires * Last Mon every month (7pm door, 8pm. 
show) * Pay-what-you-can (suggested donation $5) 


MACBETH Citade! Maclab Theatre, 9828-101A Ave (425- 
1820) * By William Shakespeare, directad by Peter Hinton, 
starring Benedict Campbell and Diane D’aquila. When 
Macbeth is told that he will one day become King of 
Scotland, he is urged by his ambitious wife to take destiny 
into his own hands * Until Mar. 2 


NAMI NAMERSSON, THE VIKING WHO LIKED TO NAME 

THINGS TransAlta ArtsBarns, Westbury Theatre (409-1910) © 

Poe Ties with Fringe These cities ae 2 end 
ies by Trevor Anderson. music a ulak # Mar. 

om) Rar 8-9 (2pm) Tickets availabie at the Fringe Theatre 

box office or at wow, fringetheatreadventures.ca 


OVER THE EDGE WITH 4 PLAY Trans Alta Arts Bams, 
10330-84 Ave © Catalyst Theatre © Fn, Feb. 29 (9pm doork 
9:30pm show) * $40 at TIX on the Square 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (448- 
0695) * Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre * Teams of impro 
visers create sketches on the spot based on audience sugges- 
tions, and have the results evaluated by a team of heartless 
judges * Every Fri{1ipm) Tickets available by phone 


‘3 DIFFERENT HEAVENS The Third Space, 11516-103 St (471- 
1586) * Northem Light Theatre # ae ‘Cuckow, world 
premiere starring Coralie Cairns and Blair Wensley. Examining 
teligion, family relationships and struggla from the perspec: 
tives of two very different women who come together after a 
ribo accident ive both their eho : aes . 
10 {preview ni fopening night} ve 
dent/senion at TIX on the a Wed Pay-What-You-Can at 
‘door, Preview night Feb. 28 is free for students 


THE TRILLIONAIRES B-Scene Studios, 8212-104 St « 
Theatre Arts Generator * Subversive, ballsy comes pet 
Spenrath about greed, power, ham-fucking, and the 

Prize, inspired by the crude language of the Enron tapas and 
the seemingly endless evil of the corporations that try to rule 
our lives. Performed by Travor Duplessis, Ryan Hughes, 
Matthew Kloster and Kurt Spenrath. Strong profanity 
throughout * Until Mar. 9 # $15 (door, or at TIX on the 
Square, 420-1757); Sun matinges: pay-what-you-can 


3. Levon Helm - Dirt Farmer (vangaurd) 

4. Corb Lund — Horse Soldier! Horse Soldier! (stony plain) 
5 Robert Plant & Alison Krauss — Raising Sound (rounder) 
6. Iron & Wine - The Shepherds Dog (sub pop) 

7. Vampire Weekend - S/T (x!) 

8. O.S.T.-I'm Not There (columbia) 

9. Hayden - In Field & Town (hardwood) 

10. Matt Costa - Unfamiliar Faces (brushfire) 

11.Sam Baker— Pretty World (sam baker) 

12,Drive By Truckers - Brighter Than Creation's Dark (new west) 
13.Hanzel Und Gretyl - 2012: Zwanzig Zwolf (metropolis) 
14.0.S.T. - Juno (thino) 

15.The Sadies - New Seasons (outside) 

16.Cat Power - Jukebox (matador) 

17. Compadres - Buddy Where You Been? (compadires) 
18. Neil Young - Chrome Dreams 2 (reprise) 

19. Colleen Brown — Foot In Heart (colleen brown) 
20.Samantha Schultz — Both Sides (samantha schultz) 
21.Rufus Wainwright - Does Judy At Camegie Hall (Geffen) 
22. Daft Punk - Alive 2007 (virgin) 

23. Jose Gonzalez - In Our Nature (imperial) 

24. Marah - Angels Of Destruction (yep roc) 

25. Chip Taylor & Carrie Rodriguez — Live From The Ruhr Triennale (trainwreck) 
26. Bettye LaVette - The Scene Of The Crime (anti) 

27.The Weakerthans — Reunion Tour (anti) 

28. Wu Tang Clan —8 Diagrams (loud) 

29. Dion-Son Of Skip James (the orchard) 

30. Ray Bonneville - Goin' By Feel (red house) 


AUTECHRE 


QUARISTICE 


Autechre, one of Warp's best 
known artists, return with 
Quaristice, a vast, sprawling 
masterpiece that will galvanise 
their dedicated and sizable 
fanbase. With Design Republic back 
at the helm of art direction, Quaristice will be an 
album that impresses sonically but also visually. 


To FRIEND 
Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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JOSEF BRAUN / jose{@vueweekly.com 

ead End Hill, the rather inaus- 
Dorey named favela that 

provides the setting for much 
of City of Men, is a ramshackle maze 
of post-urban life where anarchy and 
violence are indistinguishable from 
the banalities of everyday existence. 
In this grimly alluring slum of Rio de 
Janeiro—a city that still resembles 
some seaside paradise if you squint a 
little and regard it from a safe dis- 
tance—violent death is at once terrify- 
ingly unpredictable and a visitor so 
regular as to deserve its own table 
setting. In one of City of Men's many 
memorable scenes, a conversation 
between two men is interrupted by 
the sounding of a single gunshot 
somewhere nearby. The men look at 
each other and pause for just a 
moment, as though waiting for more, 
before one matter-of-factly says to the 
other, “One less." 

This scene gives the impression 
that City of Men, a sequel of sorts to 
Fernando Meirelles and Katia Lund’s 
2002 film City of God, as well as a fea- 
ture-length follow-up to the Brazilian 
television series of the same name, is 
a film corroded with cynicism. Yet City 
of Men, while plunging the viewer into 
an infernal milieu—one representative 
of the sort that more and more of the 
world is sliding toward—finally 
employs despair and chaos as a 
method of putting the persistence of 
hope in greater relief. City of God drew 
much of its abundant exhilaration and 
grotesquerie from the fact that the 
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DIRECTED BY PAULO MORELLI 

WRITTEN BY ELENA SOAREZ, MORELLI 
STARRING DOUGLAS SILVA, DARLAN CUNHA, 
JONATHAN HAAGENSEN 
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vicious gangsters inhabiting its streets 
were mostly still kids; in City of Men, 
which Meirelles co-produced, the 
boys that survived the previous film 
are now growing into adults, and, 
while plagued with even more cause 
for resignation or madness, some of 
them endeavour to forge new lives for 
themselves and the families they're 
already beginning to create. The final 


scene elegantly evokes their baby 
steps toward a brighter future. 


IN A RAPID, rhythmical sequence of 
cross-cuts that set the tone for what's 
to come, the story opens, somewhat 
confusingly at first, by introducing 
Dead End Hill's heavily armed domi- 
nant gang, led by the Madrugadao 
(Vionathan Haagensen, whose deep, 
puffy eyes and broad face mirror the 
brooding handsomeness of Benicio Del 
Toro), and two pals each on the cusp of 
official manhood, the charming, thick- 
bodied Ace and the boyishly hand- 
some, more innocent Wallace (Douglas 
Silva and Darlan Cunha, both of whom 
played roles in City of God). Ace already 


has a wife and son he feels far from 
ready for. So oblivious to parental obli- 
gation is Ace that he actually leaves his 
toddler son at the beach. Wallace, 
meanwhile, searches for his own 
father, a man sufficiently disreputable 
for Wallace's family to refuse to provide 
even his first name. 

Co-written by director Paolo Morelli, 
who helmed several episodes of the 
series, and Elena Soarez, the film is as 
smartly informed by the burdens and 
legacies of fathers and sons as Soarez’s 
script for House of Sand was by the 
innate links between mothers and 
daughters. Around the same time that 
gang warfare breaks out in Dead End 
Hill, approximately half-way through 


the story, Wallace tracks down his dad 
and begins a tentative relationship, one 
soon fraught with the revelations of his 
dad’s blood-soaked past and ongoing 
criminal activities. In a plot twist that 
effectively echoes classical myth, the 
father’s history of violence runs concur- 
rent with that of Ace's father, and the 
lifelong friends become the inheritors 
of a shared past of horror and tragic 
folly, events whose consequences 
threaten to determine their own futures 
darkly. 

Not unlike the density of domiciles 
crammed into the hillside slum, City of 
Men crams an awful lot of narrative 
into 110 minutes, yet it does so fluidly, 
and often thrillingly, with a masterful 
interweaving of flashbacks that flesh 
out the present and sometimes 
intriguingly contradict the spoken tes- 
taments given by those who lived 
through the past. Morelli doesn’t 
infuse the film with quite the same 
level of stylistic flourish that Meirelles 
brought to City of God, but he comes 
pretty close, particularly in the way 
his camerawork conveys a striking 
sense of the Hill's vertical labyrinth. 
What's more, Morelli is telling a story 
that, with all due respect to City of 
God, greatly surpasses its predecessor 
in sheer heart. In tracing the geome- 
tries of genes, family names, and 
social determinism, City of Men builds 
to a tremendously moving series of 
climaxes. It might be too much to 
expect a third film in this cycle to be 
as great, but I’d be more than happy 
to see them give it a whirl. v 


Deep Water explores the depths of the human condition 


DVDETECTIVE 


Ce | 
as 
= JOSEF BRAUN & BRIAN GIBSON 

| dvdetective@vueweekly.com 

BRIAN GIBSON / brian@yueweekly.com 

We're all usually plodding around on dry 
land, so it’s easy to forget that about 70 
nt of the planet is liquid. But once 
atch Deep Water (Alliance), a 
doc cumentary about a sailing race 
around the world, you wont easily 
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«SY CLEARLY LAS 


DR. JOSEPH 
Over 45,000 procedures 


FREE CONSULTS 
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shake the sprawling, implacable power 
that the oceans hold over the earth. The 
sounds of the disc's title menu screen 
alone may haunt you: the creak of rig- 
ging, the sway of a ship below deck, the 
static-y warbling of a solitary man’s 
voice into a tape recorder. And then 
there's the sight of a single ghostly ship 
bobbing in black walls of waves 

The sailing race is only the launch for 
the narrative. This is a documentary in the 
style of Touching the Void (and produced by 


KING j 


SCOTIA PLACE, TOWER 2 - SUITE 303, 10060 JASPER AVE, EDMONTON 


some of the same people), where what 
seems like a half-mad, half-obsessive out- 
door odyssey sweeps you into a haunting 
tale of human survival. You've never imag- 
ined you could be so caught up In sailing. 
Neither, perhaps, could Donald 
Crowhurst. Most of his life, he'd only 
been a weekend sailor. But in 1968, he 
and eight other men entered the Sunday 
Times-sponsored Golden Globe Race, 
where the fastest person to circumnavi- 
gate the globe non-stop (which no one 


INTRODUCING 


INTRALASE 


100% 


had accomplished yet) would get £5000. 
Crowhurst, so intent on proving himself 
after little success as an inventor, made 
his first rash deal—agreeing with his 
boat's backer that he would complete 
the trip or else buy the vessel, an alter- 
native that would mean financial ruin for 
the struggling father and husband. 
Directors Louise Ormond and Jerry Roth- 
well—with whip-sharp editing and the 
advantage of extensive BBC TV footage of 
Crowhurst and his own tape recordings and 


16mm self-documentation—plunge us into 
an adventure that's white-capped by one 
man’s drift into self-abandonment. Excited 
headlines about the leader's progress 
(Robin Knox-Johnston would be the only 
man to finish the race) are overtaken by 
Crowhurst's increasingly cryptic telegrams 
that blip out of the darkness, reporting his 
position to the outside world. One reads 
only, “now equal footing mermaids stop.” 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 28 
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/ THE PRODUCERS OF Gify of Code BRING YOU BACK 
| TO THE OTHER SIDE OF PARADISE. 


| ‘A REMINDER OF THE MIGHTY 
POWER OF CINEMA. 


kk*k* ATRIUMPH. STUNNING’? 


“ACHIEVES THAT RARE FEAT 
OF DELIVERING BOTH THE SORT OF 
MOVIE YOU’RE SUPPOSED TO SEE AN 


ONE YOU'LL ENJOY’ 


AN UNFORGETTABLE TALE OF FRIENDSHIP AND SURVIVAL 
IN A CITY WHERE THE GREATEST CHALLENGE IS GROWING UP. 
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STARTS FRIDAY! |. PRINCESS 


MIRAMAX 


SHOWING DAILY AT: 7:00, 9:10 SAT/SUN MAT AT: 2:00 
* DIGITAL SOUND 


. Farrell 
- Gleeson 
=: Fiennes 


A aN ee 


=r 


leeeRenee Shapiro, ABC-TY 


“Insanely funny! 

Will Ferrell delivers 
another winner.” 
Shawn Edwards, FOX-TV 


“Laugh-out-loud funny.” 
Steve Oldfield, FOXTV 


\, \ “Aslam dunk!” 
\ Jim Ferguson, ABC-TV 


Soundtrack in Stores Now! 


www.semipromovie.com 
www.alliancefilms.com 


NEW Ve INEM «it 
Douce 
CINEPLEX ENTERTAINMENT | [CINEPLEX ENTERTANWENT ][_ 
SCOTABANA THEATRE carne || MORTH EDMONTON + 


CINEPLEX ENTERTAINMENT 
SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON « 
—— 
‘CINEPLEX ENTERTAINMENT 


EMPIRE THEATRES. ST. ALBERT 
WESTMOUNT CENTRE + ||GALAXY 10 stenwooo pv *|| GRANDIN THEATRE + 


MAGIC LANTERN —— 
PARKLAND 7 srsuce cave # 


INDEPEND' 1 
WETASKIWIN CINEMA *| 


FORT ‘MCMURRAY : 


ELUTE s 
DRAYTON VALLEY STARTS FRI DAY! Check Theatre Directory or * DIGITAL 
CARDIUM THEATRE + ® www.alliancefilms.com for showtimes. SOUND 


This Weekend Take A Trip To 
Bruges - Canada’s New Hit Comedy! 


“ee ke Wk! An Endlessly Surprising Comedy!” 


“Get Ready To Have 
The Rug Pulled Out From Under You 


Haunting and hypnotic. Colin Farrell gives 2 periormance of ferocity 
and iseling. Brendan Gleeson it a plearare to watch. Ralph Fleanes bas a ball.” 


t's in 
he Acclaimed New Comedy From Th Award’ -¥ u agh 
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Irish films about more than priests, potatoes and poverty 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 
s the grass gets greener (or 
Ameren: hairline of snow 
slowly recedes, at least) and 
St Patrick’s Day approaches, this 
weekend's Irish Film Festival at 
Metro reminds us there’s more to the 
old country than imitation Irish pubs 
and artificially coloured beer. 
Ireland's been an economic power- 
house for some years now. The 
Tail (Fri, 8 pm; ***), written and 
directed by John Boorman, seems to be 
examining what Ireland has become 
and what it has lost, but then slips into 
a middle-ground between Boorman’s 
successes (Deliverance, The General) and 
failures (Exorcist I/, Country of My Skull). 
An exploration of the isle’s identity cri- 
sis muddies into rough farce, sloppy 
drama, and flat social commentary. 
Oedipus, Kafka, and those bloody 
Biblical brothers collide when, one 
night in a Dublin traffic jam, building 
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developer Liam O'Leary (Brendan 
Gleeson) thinks he sees his double. 
Sinéad Cusack and the brooding, 
looming Gleeson do their best to hold 
together the centre, but things soon 
fall apart. Scenes bobble or flash by, 
and there are stagey flourishes. 
Boorman’s view of Dublin nightlife 
(puking, drugged-out, fighting twen- 
tysomethings) is shallow and over- 
wrought—you can almost hear in 
voiceover: “tch! tch! you know, these 
kids today!” A mental hospital 
sequence gets locked up in madhouse- 
room clichés. An almost madcap 
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comic pace battles with thundercloud- 
building drama (no system tries a man, 
hospitalizes, medicates and then 
releases him all in a day). 

The social commentary can be 
earnest and bald, with the mythic 
overtones seemingly contrived to 
tumble O'Leary into the class gap on 
his arse. If Boorman would have 
found a different approach—more 
magic-realist, perhaps, with more 
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elliptical, allegorical dialogue and a 
deepening sense of existential crisis— 
The Tiger's Tail could have delivered 
on its promise. Instead, it ends up 
nearly as empty as the economic-suc- 
cess facade it's trying to see beyond. 


THE PROGRAM for irish Film Shorts 
(Sun, 7 pm) includes “It’s Some Kind 
of Voodoo” (*%*%xx), a deliciously dev- 
ilish bit of string-puppetry where a 
pathetic faux-artist has his vengeful 
impulse turned on him. With a nod to 
Tim Burton's dark animation, Nicky 
Phelan’s short springs the bloody nice 
twist that, from even the most devilish 
of creations, some sort of hopeful life 
can wake. That sense of animating the 
stillborn is at the heart of one of Ire- 
land's most acclaimed writers, who's 
offered a careful and contemplative 
study by an outstanding film. 

Pat Collins's John McGahern: A Pri- 
vate World (Sat, 9 pm; *%%%>*) Offers 
the most truthful sense of fiction-writ- 
ing I've ever seen on film. Writing is a 


private world, and here the acclaimed 
Irish story-writer and novelist, at his 
home in County Leitrim, lets us in by 
simply talking a little about his child- 
hood, what he thinks good writing is 
(suggestion, not statement), why Ire- 
land—with its “thousands of little 
republics” of families—makes for 
stronger poems and stories than novels, 
and then reading from his own work. 
The film measures a slowly ticking exis- 
tence, camera following the pen in 
dramatizing those nearly inert, little 
moments that make up a life with 
images: a tractor in a field, a cow graz- 
ing by a tree next to a stone fence, a 
watering can by a greenhouse. 

McGahern (who died in 2006, a 
year after this film was made) builds a 
stillness around the sentences as he 
reads, but he also believes that his 
delicate, observant prose is handed 
on to the reader to carry away 
There's a deep, tender thoughtfulness 
to this film (which skirts the of-its-day 
controversy around The Pornographer) 
that echoes McGahern’s wonderful 
prose. It’s prose that searches but can 
never explain the small strangenesses 
of life—especially his father, who 
“never felt he had to give any expla- 
nation for his actions.” But this is 
prose, like the supremely elegant film 
that showcases it, which hints at hap- 
piness, and that, as McGahern says in 
his hushed, considering lilt, “should 
be allowed its own slow pace, so that 
it happens unnoticed, if it ever comes 
atall.” v 
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INTERVIEWS WITH JOURNALISTS, 
friends, and Crowhurst’s wife and son 
build the tension. A lingering colonial 
sense of British adventure and ‘60s “fun,” 
combined with memories of poverty and a 
broken father from his childhood, launch 
a stubborn man who puts on a brave pub- 
lic face but privately frets and withdraws. 
So Crowhurst leaves on the last possible 
day—‘sailing out into oblivion” in an age 
before forecasts, satellite tracking and 
GPS—without all the ship's safety fea- 
tures installed, struggling through the 
water in his already leaking trimaran to 
avoid financial failure, only to head 
towards death in the Roaring Forties of 
the Southern Ocean. But then Crowhurst 
hits upon a third way—an escape from 
both the devil's deal and the deep blue 
sea that’s also a treacherous voyage into 
self-delusion and possible humiliation. 
Deep Water shows a man lost at sea, in 
way over his head and then slipping down 
under the surface of his persona. 
(Crowhurst writes up a personal philoso- 
phy that argues Einstein has shown the 
way for man to go beyond space and time 
yet also chillingly records, in an echo of 
Biblical last words, “It is finished, it is fin- 
ished, it is the mercy.”) But then failure— 
and our efforts to mask it—is more the 
human condition than success. And the 
journey here is mostly a deeply existential 
dilemma—out on the ocean alone for 
months, a human being can feel “an atom 
and a god at the same time,” confronted 
by a sublimely humbling, immensely pow- 
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erful isolation. The most fascinating com- 
petitor may be Bernard Moitessier, who, 
close to catching Knox-Johnston, changes 
course and sails away to start another cir- 
cuit of the seas, turning from fame and 
money to the waves’ siren call. 

The DVD offers fascinating extra fea- 
tures, from an interactive tour of the cabin 
of Crowhurst's boat to mini-docs about the 
journalists following the race and 
Crowhurst's family. There are also details 
about and interviews with some of the 
eight other “prisoners in solitary confine- 
ment” on the transoceanic race. There's the 
"nervous wreck” of a former submarine 
commander who sets out on the Golden 
Globe to pull himself together, a Frenchman 
SO superstitious he thinks one should 
“never speak of rabbits at sea,” a Scots- 
man who hallucinates after weeks of sail- 
ing (he thinks he sees Bing Crosby), only to 
fetire from the race but who becomes, two 
years later, the first to round the watery 
world westward and stoic Knox-Johnston, 
who explains just why Cape Horn is such a 
“bastard of a place” to pass around. 

And, nearly lost in that seemingly end- 
less horizon, fading into oblivion, is a story 
perhaps as mysterious and tragic as 
Crowhurst’. Nigel Tetley, the sailor in front 
of him, pushed his boat hard to come '0 
ahead but the vessel wrecked a few weeks 
short of the finish line; he managed to send 
out a mayday before the boat went down 
and was rescued. In 1971, Tetley, who had 
never showed signs of depression, hanged 
himself in the woods. He had been prepa'- 
ing for another attempt at sailing around 
the globe through those vast, indifferent 
waters whose deathly grip he'd narrowly 
escaped two years earlier. w 
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DAVID CRONENBERG RETROSPECTIVE 
FEATURING VIDEODROME EXISTENZ 
METRO CINEMA, SUN, MAR 2 (2 PM); $10 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

Canadians tend to be hesitant to elevate 
their homegrown talents to a world-class 
level, but consider the strange case of 
David Cronenberg. Is there any other major 
filmmaker working today who binds Cro- 
nenberg’s rigourous intellectual investiga- 
tions into the murky nature of our biology, 
desires and compulsions with such a deft 
understanding of genre, weird spectacle 
and visceral thrill? Playfully indifferent to 
beth good taste and common sense, Cro- 
nenberg at his best brings a Nabakovian 
wit and unapologetic fetishism to melodra- 
ma and dream life, forging a sensibility 
Sometimes akin to those of Luis Bufuel or 
David Lynch—yet he’s a more classical sto- 
ryteller than either. lf he was more con- 
cemed with untainted glamour, big-budget 
polish and a Hollywood career, he might 
have been our contemporary Hitchcock, but 
Cronenberg's interests are too consistently 
unpleasant—and his films that much more 
unique as a result. 

Over the next three weekends, Metro 
Cinema will offer a partial Cronenberg 
retrospective, screening two of the 
director's features back-to-back. Now 
celebrating the 25th anniversary of its 
release, Videodrome, the noirish, 
deeply creepy sci-fi film perhaps most 
characteristic of all the themes and 
attributes noted above, will start things 
off with a bang. The story of Max Renn 
(the insanely committed James Woods), 
a Toronto cable TV programmer in 
Search of content that will represent 
the next wave in caustic sensation, 
finds himself transfixed with this story- 
less underground torture show being 
broadcast anonymously. Max and his 
girlfriend Nikki (Deborah Harry), drawn 
in by a need for increasingly tougher 
kinks, find they can't stop watching, 
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even when they discover that the very 
act of watching seems to prompt elabo- 
rate hallucinations and perhaps even 
biological restructuring. 

Initially arriving on the crest of a wave 
of literature addressing the new age of 
technology, information and imagery—Cro- 
nenberg's collaborators in this discourse 
included William Gibson, William S Bur- 
roughs, JG Ballard, Philip K Dick and Mar- 
shall McLuhan—Videodrome seems only 
more eerily prophetic today, when any kind 
of image, however aberrant, perverse or 
paradoxical, is readily available for private 
consumption and endless repetition, and 
images of the US military's use of torture 
abroad makes front page news the world 
over, ushering voyeurism into a new realm 
of quotidian accessibility. 

Metro's screening of Videodrome will 
be followed by 1999's eXistenZ, which 
features a video game where the semi- 
organic apparatus is actually plugged into 
the player's body. It's a natural continua- 
tion of Videodrome's ideas, yet doesn't 
feel as successful either as unnerving 
drama or a platform for provocative 
hypotheses. Still, the film is fun, fast and 
squishy, and essential viewing for any 
admirer of its predecessor. 


THE OTHER BOLEYN GIRL 

DIRECTED BY JUSTIN CHADWICK 

WRITTEN BY PETER MORGAN 

STARRING NATALIE PORTMAN, SCARLETT JOHANSSON 
took 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 

In theory, The Other Boleyn Girl is the 
type of movie that is usually coated with 
Oscar buzz. It's an ominous indication of 
fault when a biopic of King Henry VIII 
with so much star power is salvaged for 
release in the worst film season, a week 
after the Academy Awards, alongside 
movies like Semi-Pro. 

Nothing about Boleyn Girl is particular- 
ly bad. It's another telling of the House of 
Tudors, the historic English Reformation 
and Henry VIll’s wives. To the film’s cha- 
grin, it's competing with an Emmy-win- 


ning show, The Tudors, which has more 
time to tell the story, and cornered an 
audience earlier. 

Eric Bana plays Henry VIII, the king 
enamored by two mistresses—the Boleyn 
sisters, Anne and Mary (Natalie Portman 
and Scarlett Johansson). In the two hours 
permitted, writer Peter Morgan tries to 
cram the whole of a novel and known his- 
tory into a relatively pithy tale of envy and 
adultery. He does this by focussing more 
on the Boleyn family, but few risks are 
taken in portrayal by the filmmakers. 

Considering the overriding themes of 
passion, incest and murder, the movie is 
surprisingly innocuous. And incredibly, 
they've taken a lusty plot and made it 
unsexy—there’s no skin, and the sex is 
inauthentic. Add to this the fact that 
Johansson and Portman are both made 
to look as young as they did in their first 
roles as pre-teens (only now they're 


draped in layers of puffy clothing), and 
Bana is the only hunk in the film, hired 
amongst a trove of plain- or just plain 
weird-looking men. 

Visually, Boleyn has no prowess but 
that of its magnificent king and queen 
wardrobes. Director Justin Chadwick 
makes his first transition from TV to film 
here, and still has a rather generic 4:3- 
aspect eye. His only stylistic decisions 
are to obstruct the shots, constantly, giv- 
ing a voyeuristic approach that seems 
unintentionally slasher-like. 

But all its shortcomings aside, The 
Other Boleyn Girl is always engaging and 
fascinating. The ever-evolving dynamics 
between the sisters adds a layer to the 
history commonly ignored, and Bana gives 
a great performance as both a romantic 
and a sociopath. This season, while the 
rest of the studios offer us their backwash 
Starring Kate Hudson or whatever margin- 
ally talented starlets they have at their dis- 
posal, put your money up for this movie, 
which at least makes an effort. 


PENELOPE 

DIRECTED BY MARK PALANSKY 

WRITTEN BY LESLIE CAVENY 

STARRING CHRISTINA RICCI JAMES MCAVOY 
tor 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

Some curses are tough to escape. Take 
the curse of the contemporary fairy tale 
movie, a subgenre with an impressive 
legacy of stinkers. Is it simply that the 
magic of fairy tales is bound exclusively 
to the reader's imagination, doomed to an 
awkward realization at the hands of film- 
makers charged with showing us the tac- 
tile surfaces of our naive dreams? Sure, 
Pan’s Labyrinth has magic to spare, yet 
you'd be reluctant to show it to the tykes. 
Jean Cocteau's 1946 version of Beauty 
and the Beast still enchants, but it pos- 
sesses the sort of elegantly primitive spe- 


cial effects we're very unlikely t 
fairy tale movies these days (u 
start letting Guy Maddin or Michel 
Gondry make them 

The garish close-ups, whizzing cam- 
eras and cartoonish décor found in Pege- 
lope certainly don’t charm. Director Mari 
Palanksy’s visual style is a baggy mélai 
of gratingly cutesy kiddy movie tro 
exacerbated hy an itchy trigger finger in 
the editing room. If you're going to get a 
guy to jump out a window, Palansky 
seems to ask, why not have him do it a 
dozen times? How about because that 
makes a dozen limp sight gags? 

Penelope might be considered a mo 
ern-day Beauty and the Beast—w 
caveat that both beauty and bea 
contained in a single character. S 
Penelope (Christina Ricci) is the victim 
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her with a pig's snout. Her pare 
(Catherine O'Hara and Richard E Gra 
keep inviting suitors to call, but e 
one runs screaming in terror, so terrified 
they feel compelled to run through the 
aforementioned window. Perhaps a 
working-class guy mightn’t be so finicky 
but the curse we're told can only be lift- 
ed by the lave and acceptance of Pene- 
lope by “one of her kind.” 

Though Penelope's artificiality is a 
given, it's pushed over the edge by the 
fact that the heroine is a svelte fox, utter- 
ly beguiling aside from the prosthetic pug 
nose, yet even The Elephant Man got 
friendlier responses. There's also the 
bizarre choice to have all the British 
actors speak with US accents, even 
though the film's set in London and Pene- 
lope’s family is British aristocracy. Annoy- 
ingly, James McAvoy talks like Tom 
Cruise. Poor Grant doesn’t seem to know 
what to do. But while Leslie Caveny’s 
script initially promises some commen- 
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tary, or at least fun, with class issues, 
Penelope's London is too deliberately 
undefined for such themes to resonate, a 
vaguely familiar movie set upon which to 
stage an over-familiar sham about love 
and beauty. And in case we don't catch 
the moral, the film actually finishes with 
Penelope spelling it out to a bunch of 
kids, none of whom | can imagine want- 
ing to go see this movie. 


SEMI-PRO 

DIRECTED BY KENT ALTERMAN 

WRITTEN BY SCOT ARMSTRONG 

STARRING WILL FERRELL, WOODY HARRELSON 
bog 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

Oh what Anchorman hath wrought: 
though Will Ferrell already had a pretty 
high comic profile, thanks both to SNL 
and some pretty stellar supporting roles 
(Zoolander, Old Schaol), it was the story 
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of Ron Burgundy that catapulted him to 
the place he currently sits, where produc- 
ers/directors feel comfortable casting him 
in whatever humourous occupation they 
can think of and waiting for the magic to 
happen. 

The only real problem with this is that 
when Ferrell is let loose in these things— 
even though he’s relentlessly, undeniably 
committed to comedy every single second 
he's on the screen—he’s just plugging his 
persona into a different costume: Ron Bur- 
gundy is Ricky Bobby is Chazz Michaels is 
Semi-Pro’s Jackie Moon, the arrogant 
dimwittedness, child-like emotional out- 
bursts and, especially, ridiculous middle- 
aged masculine sexuality utterly 
interchangeable. Granted, Ferrell's hardly 
the only actor to do this—and there’s a 
case to be made that his parody of the All- 
American Male is one of this generation's 
sharpest—but it doesn’t change the fact 
that his inability to subsume himself into a 
movie's particularities is giving diminishing 
retums. 

That's particularly true in Semi-Pro, 
which is half Anchorman IV and half 
underdog sports comedy, those halves 
divided sharply by when Ferrell is on the 
screen and when he’s not. Ferrell's Moon 
is owner/coach/player for the Flint Trop- 
ics, a sad-sack ABA basketball team 
who have to pick up their game to avoid 
being dissolved in the impending ABA- 
NBA merger. To that end Moon recruits 
Ed Monix (Woody Harrelson), your proto- 
typical washed-up veteran needing to 
turn his life around, for a washing 
machine, and Monix proceeds to whip 
the team into shape while getting back 
his girl (Maura Tierney). 

The funny bits are intermittently 
funny—Will Arnett as a scotch-swilling 
colourman is a consistent highlight—and 
the sweet bits are occasionally sweet, 
but the problem is that the presence of 
one makes one wonder why the other is 
there at all: why am | watching Woody 
Harrelson have a tender moment when | 
could be watching Will Ferrell fight a 
bear, and vice versa (or not)? If they’re 
going to let Ferrell go wild anyway, they 
might as well have killed the sub-plot 
and gone with Anchorman's Macguffiny 
looseness—at least then you get full 
effect for your Ferrell. 


# 


FEB 28 - MAR 5, 2008 


FILM 


VIDEODROME 


NOW PLAYING 


CHARLIE BARTLETT 

DIRECTED BY JON POLL 

WRITTEN BY GUSTIN HASH 

STARRING ANTON YELCHIN, ROBERT DOWNEY JR, 
HOPE DAVIS 

kek 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

An actual person resembling the titular 
teenage hero of Charlie Bartlett probably 
doesn’t exist and never could. Amiable, 
politically gifted and imminently 
resourceful—by which | mean stinking 
rich—Charlie (Anton Yelchin) is the rein- 
carnation of Ferris Bueller for a genera- 
tion of kids even more image-conscious 
and choked by ideologies of consumerism 
and control than that of Bueller's Reagan- 
era preppies. Kicked out of several pri- 
vate schools, Charlie goes to public 
school and, devising an admirably clever 
scheme to accumulate hordes of prescrip 
tion drugs, becomes a pusher of Prozac 
and Ritalin to classmates of every faction 
He also turns the school’s boy's room into 
a therapist's office, offering an ear, a 
shoulder and instant meds to all at cut- 
rate prices. And Charlie likes his work 
because above all, Charlie just wants to 
be liked. 

| don’t really mind that Charlie himsel! 
is such an artificial character. The situa- 
tions he engineers are pretty fun, and the 
improbable scope of his powers of per- 
suasion and appeal to the masses thanks 
to his pharmaceutical operation implies a 
sly commentary on the loathsome 
hypocrisies of American drug culture: the 
pills Charlie pedals are legal, but just as 
formidable as the illegal ones commonly 
sought by teens. His daydream world also 
has one of the most charming teen movie 
moms in recent memory (the lovely Hope 
Davis), an endearingly clueless, well- 
dressed tippler too far removed from 
everyday life to really know what a nor- 
mal parent is supposed to do. 

What | find more problematic is how 
wildly unrealistic everything else is in 
Charlie Bartlett, namely the risibly innocent 
high schoolers that so easily band together 
for whatever cause, who all treat Charlie 
like a God, who (save Tyler Hilton's appeal- 
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rop to an air- 
that could have 


i the film’s quickie but blandly 
attempt scene. It also goes 


self-respecting teenager gag. 
g ighlights are still more winsome 
than e vast majority of comedies out 
there right now. 


/ANTAGE POINT 
onCTED BY PETETRAIS 


WRITTEN BY BARRY LEVY 
STARRING DENNIS QUAID, SIGDURNEY WEAVER 
ad 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 

Its not hard to recognize the thread of Hol- 
lywood movies that unconsciously address 
current global relations through thinly veiled 
plotlines that, under scrutiny, bear a notice- 
able relation to our own times—more 
recently, Charlie Wilson's War, American 
Gangster, or the Hannah Montana/Miley 
Cyrus concert movie. But now there's that 
fearless yet ignorant trend of films that con- 
front the issues head-on, like The Kingdom, 
Rendition, and now Vantage Point these 
works are less about war, terrorism and 
angry Arabs than they are simply about the 
techniques and pretensions of genre in pop- 
ular American filmmaking. Though4 don’t 
think it's intentional. 

Vantage Point starts off by announcing, 
via newscast, that we're closer to world 
peace than ever because some big-ass 
treaty has been drawn up to end terrorism. 
The President of the United States 
(William Hurt) and some other world lead- 
ers are meeting in a square in a quaint 
Spanish city to wave at the crowd and 
ignore protestors, and a news crew head- 
ed by a lady ball-buster (Sigourney 
Weaver) is observed as they try to objec- 
tively cover the story. Of course, Prez gets 
assassinated, a bomb goes off and we're 
fot going to find out exactly what happens 
until the end because they don’t want us 
to leave. So in order to stall us until the 
surprise ending, the details of the event 
are revealed and retold from the different 
perspectives of a number of individuals in 
attendance (or not), including a twitchy 
Secret Service agent (Dennis Quaid), a 
Spanish cop (Eduardo Noriega), a sensitive 
videographer (Forest Whittaker), the Presi- 
dent himself and a boxful of kittens. 

Guess which one I’m kidding about, 
and you win my blessing to call bullshit 
on the rollercoaster hook of Vantage 
Point as a half-baked Thursday night 
crime drama premise that most of the 
suckers who bought HD DVD players 
would legitimately fall for. I'm not trash- 
ing the fashomon technique of story- 
telling, !'m saying Kurosawa did it better. 
So did Hoodwinked, and that was about 
Little Red Riding Hood. The suspense of 
Vantage | Point is told according to a dry 
\emplate of the dramatization of backdoor 
politics, several sweaty brows of sexy 


kidn ind. suicide bombers and the 
endangerment of one innocent child. The 
whole package culminates in an overlong 


car chase and the most poorly written 
bad guy motivations so far this year. 

\n its favour, the short sleeves and 
checkered caps of Spanish police uni- 
forms are adorable. w 


o-~ + 


FRI, F 


All showtimes are subject to at 
time. Please contact theatre eee, 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
8094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 


DEFINITELY, MAYBE (PG, not recom- 
mended for children) 
Fri, Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00 


THERE WILL BE BLOOD (PG, violence, 


L'AGE DES TENEBRES (STC) 
Film club night: March 6, 7:30 


CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 
120 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 


WELCOME HOME ROSCOE JENKINS 
(14A) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:50, 7:30, 10:00; Sat 
1;55, 4:50, 7:30, 10:00, 12:20 


PERSEPOLIS (FRENCH W/E.S.T,) (PG, 
mature 


1:85, 4:00, 6:45, 9:15, 11:25 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 
DEEP (PG) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:20, 6:50, 9:25; Sat 
1:20, 4:20, 6:50, 9:25, 11:55 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (14A, coarse 
language) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:25, 4: 


1:25, 4:10, 7:10, 


SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON 
BARBER OF FLEET STREET (18A, gory 
scenes) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:25, 7:00, 9:45; Sat 
1:40, 4:25, 7:00, 9:45, 12:15 


P.S. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:00, 6:55, 9:35; Sat 
1:20, 4:00, 6:55, 9:35, 12:10 


1AM LEGEND (14A, frightening scenes) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:45, 7:25, 9:50; Sat 
1:50, 4:45, 7:25, 9:50, 12:05 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, violence, 
Not recommended for young children) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:15, 7:20, 9:50; Sat 
1:30, 4:15, 7:20, 9:50, 12:15 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:35, 7:05, 9:40; Sat 
1:45, 4:35, 7:05, 9:40, 12:00 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:10, 3:10, 5: 215, 9:20; 
Sat 1:10, 3:10, 5:05, 7:15, 9:20, 11:20 


INTO THE WILD (144) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:15, 4:20, 7:40; Sat 1:15, 
4:20, 7:40, 10:50 

THE ASSASSINATION OF JESSE 
JAMES BY THE COWARD ROBERT 
FORD (14A) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:05, 4:25, 7:45; Sat 1:05, 
4:25, 7:45, 11:00 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
14231 137th Avenue, 732-2235 

PENELOPE (PG) 
Daily 1:20, 4:10, 7:00, 9:20 
SEMI-PRO (14A. coarse language) 
Daily 12:50, 1:50, 3:10, 4:20, 5:30, 6:40, 
8:00, 9:00, 10:30 
THE OTHER BOLEYN GIRL (14A) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:30, 4:15, 7:15, 10:05; 
Tue 4:15, 7:15, 10:05; Star and Strollers 
Screening: Tue 1:00 
FOOL'S GOLD (PG, violence) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:10, 3:40, 7:05, 9:50; 
Tus 1:10, 3:40, 9:50 
EDMONTON OILERS VS. NASHVILLE 
PREDATORS (Classification not available) 
Tue 7:00 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse lan- 
guage) 

Daily 3:50, 6:45, 9:10 

NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Daily 12:05 

JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature 
themes) 


) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 2:00, 4;30, 7:20, 9:45; Sat 
4:30, 7:20, 9:45 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (158A, 


gory scenes) 
Daily 12:45, 3:30, 6:30, 9:15 


VANTAGE POINT (14A, violence) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:40, 3:00, 5:20, 7:40, 
1010; Tue 12:40, 3:00, 7:40, 10:15 


BE KIND REWIND (PG) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 2:10, 4:40, 7:45, 10:15; 
Tue 4:40, 7:45, 10:15; Star and Strollers 
Screening: Tue 1:00 


CHARLIE BARTLETT (144. coarse lan- 
, Substance abuse) 


guage, 
_ Dally 1:40, 9:30 


THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES (PG, 


ening scenes) 
woe 12:10, 2:30, 4:50, 7:10, 9:40 


STEP UP 2 THE STREETS (PG) 
Dally 12:20, 2:40, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00 


FILM LISTINGS 


JUMPER (PG, violence, coarse language) 
Daily 12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 7:50, 10:20 


DEFINITELY, MAYBE (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 
Daily 4:00, 6;50 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


1525-99 St. 496-8585 


PENELOPE (PG) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:50, 3:40, 7:00, 9:30; 
Tue 3:40, 7:00, 9:30; Star and Strollers 
Screening: Tue 1:00 

SEMI-PRO (144, coarse language) 

Daily 12:20, 1:20, 2:50, 4:20, 5:20, 7:15, 
8:15, 9:45, 10:45 


THE OTHER BOLEYN GIRL (14A) 
Daily 1:00, 4:00, 6:50, 9:40 


CHARLIE BARTLETT (14A, coarse lan- 
guage, substanca abuse) 
Daily 3:20, 9:00 


BE KIND REWIND (PG) 
Daily 1:50, 4:50, 7:45, 10:30 


VANTAGE POINT (144, violence) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 2:00, 4:40, 7:40, 10:10; 
Tue 4:40, 7:40, 10:10; Star and Strollers 
Screening: Tue 1:00 

JODHAA AKBAR (144) 

Daily 2:15, 8:10 


FOOL'S GOLD (PG, violence) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:15, 4:30, 7:20, 10:15; 
Tue 1:15, 4:30, 10:15 


27 DRESSES (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 12:30, 3:30, 6:30 


THE PIRATES WHO DON'T DO 
ANYTHING: A VEGGIETALES MOVIE (G) 
Daily 12:10 


THERE WILL BE BLOOD (PG, violence, 
not recommended for young children) 
Daily 9:10 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse lan- 
guage) 

Daily 12:40, 6:30 

JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature 
themes) 


Fri-Tue, Thu 1:30, 3:50, 6:45, 9:15; Wed 
1:30, 3:50, 9:15 


THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES (PG, 
frightening scenes) 
Daily 12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 9:50 


STEP UP 2 THE STREETS (PG) 
Daily 12:15, 2:45, 5:15, 7:50, 10:20 


JUMPER (PG, violence, coarse language) 
Daily 1:40, 5:10, 8:00, 10:40 


DEFINITELY, MAYBE (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 12:45, 3:45, 6:40, 9:20; Sat 
3:45, 6:40, 9:20 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (184, 
gory scenes) 
Daily 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 10:00 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: MANON 
LESCAUT-ENCORE (Classification not 
available) 

Sat 11:00 am 


EDMONTON OILERS VS. NASHVILLE 
PREDATORS (Classification not available) 
Tus 7:00 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL 8 
9882-170 St, 444-1829 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 
DEEP (PG) 

Fri-Sun 1:00, 3:30, 6:50, 9:10; Mon-Thu 
6:50, 9:10 


‘CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (144, coarse 
language) 

Fri-Sun 12:50, 6:40; Mon-Thu 6:40 
SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON 
BARBER OF FLEET STREET (184, gory 
scenes) 


Fri-Sun 12:50, 4:20, 7:10, 9:40; Mon-Thu 
7:10, 9:40 


P.S. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language) 
Fri-Sun 1:10, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00; Mon-Thu 

6:30, 9:00 

ENCHANTED (G) 

Fri-Sun 12:45, 3:45, 6:45, 9:20; Mon-Thu 
6:45, 9:20 


BEE MOVIE (G) 

Fri-Sun 12:30, 2:45, 5:00, 7:15, 9:15; 
Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:15 

INTO THE WILD (144) 

Fri-Sun 3:00, 8:50; Mon-Thu 8:50 


1 AM LEGEND (14A, frightening scenes) 
Fri-Sun 1:15, 4:30, ore. Mon-Thu - 
7:30, 9:45 
THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, violence, 

not recommended for young children) 
FarSun 1:90, 418, 7:00, 9:30; Mon-Thu 
7:00, 9:30 


CITY CENTRE 9 
10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 


THE OTHER BOLEYN GIRL (144) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 1:00, 3:50, 7:00, 
9:50 


FILM 


SEMI-PRO (1 4A, coarse language) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 12:30, 2:40, 
5:00, 7:10, 9:40 


PENELOPE (PG) 
DTS Digital Daily 1-40, 4:20, 6:50, 9:20 


CHARLIE BARTLETT (144, coarse lan- 
guage, substance abuse) 
Daily 12:50, 9:15 


IN BRUGES (18A, violence, coarse lan- 


guage) 
DTS Digital Daity 1:10, 3:50, 7:20, 10:00 


THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES (PG, 
frightening scenes) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 1:10, 3:40 


JUMPER (PG, violence, coarse language) 
DTS Digital Daily 1:30, 4:00, 7:30, 9:55 


DEFINITELY, MAYBE (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 
DTS Digital Daily 3:20, 6:35 


MICHAEL CLAYTON (144) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 6:30, 9:10 


VANTAGE POINT (14A, violence) 

DTS Digital Daily 12:40, 2:45, 4:55, 7:35, 
10:00 

NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (184. 
gory scenes) 

OTS Digital Daily 12:45, 3:30, 6:40, 9:30 


4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 


JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

Fri-Sun 1:00, 4:05, 6:30, 9:00; Mon-Thu 
4:05, 6:30, 9:00 


FOOL'S GOLD (PG, violence) 
Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:15, 6:50, 9:20; Mon-Thu 
4:15, 6:50, 9:20 


DEFINITELY, MAYBE (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 
Daily 9:35 


THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES (PG. 
frightening scenes) 

Fri-Sun 1:45, 4:25, 7:10, 9:30; Mon-Thu 
4:25, 7:10, 9:30 


STEP UP 2 THE STREETS (PG) 
Fri-Sun 2:00, 4:20, 7:00, 9:45; Mon-Thu 
4:20, 7:00, 9:45 


JUMPER (PG, violence, coarse lanquage) 
Fri-Sun 2:10, 4:50, 7-15, 9:50; Mon-Thu 
4:50, 7:15, 9:50 


RAMBO (184, gory scenes, brutal vio- 
lence) 

Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:35, 7:25; Mon-Thu 4:35, 
7:25 


VANTAGE POINT 14A, violence) 
Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:40, 7:30, 9:55; Mon-Thu 
4:40, 7:30, 9:55 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (18A, 
gory scenes) 

Fri-Sun 1:15, 4:00, 6:40, 9:25; Mon-Thu 
4:00, 6:40, 9:25 


PENELOPE (PG) 
Fri-Sun 1:10, 4:10, 6:45, 9:10; Mon-Thu 
4:10, 6:45, 9:10 


SEMI-PRO (14A, coarse language) 
Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:39, 7:20, 9:40; Mon-Thu 
4:20, 7:20, 9:40 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


SEMI-PRO (14A, coarse language) 
Fri 4:50, 7:40, 10:10; Sat-Sun 12:00, 2:30, 
4:50, 7:40, 10:10; Mon-Thu 7:40, 10:10 


THE OTHER BOLEYN GIRL (14A) 
Fri 4:00, 6:50, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:00, 
6:50, 9:50; Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:50 


VANTAGE POINT 14A, violence) 
Fri 4:10, 7:15, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:40, 4:10, 
7:15, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:40 


FOOL'S GOLD (PG, violence) 

Fri 4:15, 7:00, 10:15; Sat-Sun 12:30, 4:15, 
7:00, 1 Mon,Wed-Thu 7:00, 10:15; 
Tue 10:15 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (184. 
gory scenes) 

Fri 3:40, 6:45, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:40, 
6:45, 9:30; Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:30 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse lan- 


juage) 
PA, Mon-Thu 6:30; Sat-Sun 12:20, 6:30 
JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature 
themes) 
Fri 3:50, 6:40, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:50, 
6:40, 9:20; Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:20 


THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES (PG, 


7:10, 9:45; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:45 


STEP UP 2 THE STREETS (PG) 
Fri 4:40, 7:30, 10:00; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:40, 
7:30, 10:00; Mon-Thu 7:30, 10:00 


JUMPER (PG, violence, coarse language) 
Fri 4:30, 7:20, 10:20; Sat-Sun 12:10, 2:20, 
4:30, 7:20, 10:20; Mon-Thu 7:20, 10:20 


DE SOTED PE’ BC not recom- 
mended for young children) 
Fri-Sun 3:30, 9:10; Mon-Thu 9:10 


EDMONTON OILERS VS. NASHVILLE 
PREDATORS (Classification not available) 
Tue 7:00 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 
JUNO (144, coarse language, mature 
themes) 
Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat, Sun 2:00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. 
Albert, 456-9822 


VANTAGE POINT (144. violence) 
Daily 12:45, 2:30, 4:15, 6:05, 7:55, 9:50 


THERE WILL BE BLOOD (PG, violence, 
not recommended for young children) 
Daily 5:45, 8:40 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 
DEEP (PG) 
Daily 1:10 3:35 


THE PIRATES WHO DON'T DO 
ANYTHING: A VEGGIETALES MOVIE (G} 
Daily 1:15, 3:05, 4:55 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (18, 
gory scenes) 
Daily 7:00, 9:20 


THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES (PG. 
frightening scenes) 

Daily. 1:00, 3:00, 5:05, 7:05, 9:00 
SEMI-PRO (144, coarse language) 

No passes Dally 12:30, 2:20, 4:10, 6:00, 
7:50, 9:40 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


680148 Ave, Camrose, 780-606-2144 


FOOL'S GOLD (PG, violence) 
Daily 6:55, 9:15; Sat-Sun 2:00 


JUMPER (PG, violence, coarse lanquage) 
Daily 9:05 

SEMI-PRO (144, coarse language) 

Daily 7:00, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00 


VANTAGE POINT 14A, violence) 
Daity 7:10, 9:00; Sat-Sun 2-10 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (184, 
gory scenes) 
Dally 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 1:50 


THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES (PG 
frightening scenes) 
Daily 7:15, 9:15; Sat-Sun 2:15 


LEDUC CINEMAS 
780-352-3922 


VANTAGE POINT (144A, violence) 
Daily 6:55, 9:25; Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:25 


THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES (PG. 
frightening scenes) 
Daily 7:00, 9:15; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:15 


SEMI-PRO (14A, coarse language) 
Daily 7:05, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:20 


JUMPER (PG, violence, coarse language) 
Daily 7:10, 9:10; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:10 


METRO CINEMA 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 
425-9212 


THE TIGER'S TAIL (14A) 
Fri 8:00 


ADAM AND PAUL (STC) 
Sat 7:00 


JOHN MCGAHERN: A PRIVATE WORLD 
(STC) 
‘Sat 9:00 


VIDEODROME (STC) 
Sun 2:00 


EXISTENZ (14A, violent and gory scenes) 
‘Sun 4:00 

IRISH SHORT FILMS (STC) 

Sun 7:00 


CRE NA CILLE (GRAVEYARD CLAY) 
(STC) 

Sun 9:00 

DINX (STC/BACK TO THE FUTURE (PG) 
Thu 7:00 


PARKLAND CINEMA 7 


130 Century Crossing, Spruce Grove, 972- 
2332. Serving Spruce Grove, Stony Plain: 
Parkland County 
SEMI PRO (14A. coarse language) 
Daily 6:45, 8:55; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tue 1:20, 
3:25 


VANTAGE POINT (14A. violence) 

Daily 7:00, 9:10; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tue 12:35, 
2:50 

JUMPER (PG, violence, coarse language) 
Daily 6:55, 8:50; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tue 1:05, 
3:10 

STEP UP 2 THE STREETS (PG) 

Daily 7:10, 9:20; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tue 1:00, 
3:15 

THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES (PG. 


fightening scenes) 
Daly 7:06, 9:05; Fri, Sat. Sun, Tus 1:10, 
3:15 

FOOL'S GOLD 
Daily 6:50, 9:00: F 


3:30 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G 
Fri, Sat, Sun, Tue 12:45 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG. co 


CITY OF MEN (144. o 
Sexual content) 

Daily 7:00, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00 
1M NOT THERE (144) 
Daily 6:50; Sat. Sun 1:00 
THERE WILL BE BLOOD / 
Not recommended for yo. 
Daily 9:20; Sat, Sun 3:30 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


WEM, 8552-170 St. 444-2400 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (724 | 
gory Scenes) | 
Daily 1:10, 4:00, 6: 
SEMI-PRO (1 

Fr 12:00, 1 


THE OTHER BOLEYN GIRL (144 + 


Daily 1:00, 3:50, 7:00, 10:05 
BE KIND REWIND (PG) 

Daily 12:35, 3:15, 
VANTAGE POINT (1 
Daily 1:40, 4:25, 7:15, 


FOOL'S GOLD [PG, violen 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:3: 
Tue 1:30, 4:15, 10:30 


RAMBO (18A, gory scenes, brutal vio- 
lence) 
Daily 9:30 


JUNO (144. coars 
themes) 

Fn, Sun-Tue, Thu 1:20 
Sat 3:40, 6:40, 9:40; 
and Strollers Screening: 


DEFINITELY, MAYBE (PG. 
mended for young children) 
Daily 12:40, 3:20, 6:50 


STEP UP ee STREETS (PG) 
Daily 12:50, 
JUMPER 
Daily 12:15 


THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES (PG 
frightening scenes) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 


mature 


25. 


THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES: THE 
IMAX EXPERIENCE (PG, frightening 
scenes) 

Daily 12:00, 2:15, 4:40 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: MANON 


LESCAUT - ENCORE (Ciassiicatior 


7:00, 9:30 


available) 
Sat 11:00 am 


EDMONTON OILERS VS. NASHVILLE 
PREDATORS (Cisssification not available’ 
Tue 7:00 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 
111 Ave, Groat Rd. 455-8728 


VANTAGE POINT (144. violence) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Tus, The 
6:50, 9:00; Sat-Sun 12:45, 3:15, 6:50, = 
9:00; Wed 9:00 


THERE WILL BE BLOOD (PG, volence. 
not recommended for young chadren) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:20: 
Sat-Sun 12:30, 3:50, 7:20 


ATONEMENT (144, coarse language. 
mature Themes) 

DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:25; Sat- 
Sun 1:00, 3:40, 6:40, 9:25 

SEMI-PRO (144, coarse language) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fi, Mon-Thu 
9:15; Sat-Sun 1:15, 3:30, 7:00, 9:15 


| 
| 


| __ WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


TRSSA-S8z2 


JUMPER (PG, violence, coarse 
Daily 6:55, 9210; Sat-Sun 12:55, 310 


THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES (PG 
frightening scenes) 2 

Daily 7:05, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:20 
SEMI-PRO (144 coarse snguege) 
Daiy 7:05, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:20 


VANTAGE POINT (144. violence) 
Daily 7:10, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:10, 225 
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Living Like a Refugee takes musicians around 
the world and back home to Sierra Leone 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vueweekly.com 


hen you listen to the title 
track of Sierra Leone’s 
Refugee All Stars’ Living 


Like a Refugee you know that you're 
hearing something rare. 

It's not the guitar nor the vocal har- 
monies. It’s not that you haven’t 
heard music like this before. It’s the 
authenticity that makes it singular. 

Fleeing the vicious civil war in Sier- 
ra Leone, the members of the band 
came together in the refugee camps 
of Guinea during the late ‘90s 

Lead singer Reuben Koroma was a 
musician before the war came to 
Sierra Leone’s capital Freetown, 
before he and his wife Grace made 
the trek out of the country. While they 
were safe in Guinea, settling into 
camp life was extremely difficult 
Koroma knew, however, that he had 
to find a way to play in order keep 
himself together. 

“I started playing music in the 
camp,” Koroma explains. “I saw that 
some of the refugees really have 
interest in listening to the music | 
play, and so that's how I saw that 
music could be very important for the 
refugees, so I had a vision to form my 
Own group in the refugee camp. | 
started assembling musicians.” 

Playing one night at the Sembak- 
ouyna camp, the band unknowingly 
wowed a group of American filmmak- 
ers. Zach Niles, Banker White and 


i | FA FEB 29 (7:30 PM) 


SIERRA LEONE'S 
REFUGEE ALL STARS 


ARDEN THEATRE $45 


PREVU 


Chris Velan were touring the refugee 
camps of Guinea looking for film sub- 
jects. They wanted to make a docu- 
mentary about the role music has on 
displaced persons. 

The trio happened upon the 
group as they were singing “Living 
Like a Refugee,” and they knew this 
band was exactly what they were 
looking for. 

Koroma’s honest and sharp lyrics 
blend with the band’s uplifting fusion 
of Sierra Leone palm wine music, reg- 
gae and Nigerian Afro-beat. Initially 
created to bring light to a dark situa- 
tion, the band now tours the world, 


spreading awareness of the story of 


Sierra Leone and other refugees 
around the globe. 


IT WAS SIX YEARS before the band 
members returned to their country in 
2003. The UN High Commission for 
Refugees sent them on a go-and-see 
visit. The idea was that Koroma and 
the rest of the band would see that 
Sierra Leone was once again safe 
and return to the camps to spread 
the news. 

While in Freetown on this visit, the 
band was able to record an eight- 


song debut, which helped the mem 
bers raise the much needed mone 
they needed to start rebuilding thei: 
lives, 

“When | return home, it was like 
everybody was displaced,” Koroma 
says. "People I used to know in on« 
street, | cannot find. And then I find 
other people. It was like everybody 
was displaced in the city. And I was 
like a stranger in my own land, 
because it was very difficult to be abl« 
to get the contacts, and the friends | 
used to see, to get them back; it took 
some time, you know. It even too} 
some time for me to find a place to 
live. It was really difficult times.” 

Although he knows repairing the 
damage of a 10-year civil war won't 
be easy, Koroma is hopeful about the 
future. 

“There's calm and people are tryins 
to rehabilitate their damaged places 
and then the government is trying ‘o 
also repair some of the infrastruc 
tures. Things are going on,” he says. 4 
new election has gone on quite 
recently and the country has elected 
their president [Ernest Bai Koroma] 

“This new president has brought 
electricity into the cities and brought a 
lot of machines to the provinces to 
bring electricity to the entire country 
And that shows a demonstration of 2 
good hope, so I am very optimistic 
where Sierra Leone is going to return 
back to a bright nation.” v 
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at’s ina name? a 


GEN HANDLEY / gen@vueweekly.com 


q en lead singer and gui- 
t tarist Matthias Kroller is 
asked how his band, 


Sally's Krackers, got its name, he’s a 
little reluctant to explain. 

“There's no story,” he says frankly. 

After some gentle prodding, he 
explains that Sally's Krackers is the 
product of the titles of two songs he 
wrote: “Sally's Thinking” and “Poison 
crackers.” He says that the members 
get asked that question all the time 
and in the past the band has even 
made up stories to make the history 
of its name more interesting. 

The truth is that the local act’s arbi- 
trary designation is an ideal title for a 
pand that doesn't slide easily into any 
single musical genre. 

“We're all over the spectrum,” 
Kroller says from the Edmonton home 
that he shares with his three other 
bandmates. “Probably the biggest cri- 
tique that someone can have of us is 
that we don’t really know what our 
sound is. 

“But to me, that js our sound,” he 
continues. “It’s diverse. It's who we 
are.” 

And like the band’s name and 
sound, Kroller says that its new, self- 
titled CD, falls into that same “mixed 
bag” category. 

“There are a lot of songs about 
love, life experiences, the ups and 


“One of the best things to come out of 
Canada since Arcade Fire.” 


myspace.com/crystalcastles 
lastgangrecords.com 


tks | SA MAR (30 PM 
=> | SALLY'S KRACKERS 
AS) WITHTHE UNCAS, THE PERPETRATORS AND THE 
Co | ALLSTAR JAM 
PAWN SHOPSIS 


downs of friendships,” he says about 
the band’s first full-length release. 
“On this album, I'm pretty direct and 
clear about what I’m trying to say; it 
kind of worries me, because now peo- 
ple will know what I’m talking about.” 


ONE OF THE BANDS that will be joining 


Sally's Krackers at the album release 


“One of the hottest bands around...” - 


Tay 
4 


NME 


Fda 


. 
wat 
bg ane 


te Room 


LAST GANG 


a LET’) DANCE 
r= LC Lk 


Ti Agogo 
Ma Seatecar slim 


ss: os Bill Bourne 


THURSDAY, MARCH 6th 


TEAS 


party is the Uncas, a group that 
Kroller has fond memories of playing 
with at a Benalto music festival a few 
years back. 

“We rented a U-Haul and a genera- 
or,” he recalls. “We were heading 
towards the stage to play our set and 
thought that we might as well advertise 
on the way there, so we drove through 
the whole campground playing. 

“By the time we got on stage, we 
were so wobbly in the knees from 
standing in the back of the U-haul 
that we were walking around the 
stage like drunks,” he adds with a 
chuckle. w 


aa tonne OL.g.: 


Bllee gen 


$3.25 HBs & DOM BEER ALL NIGHT * 
$4.25 PINTS/BIG ROCK ALL NIGHT * 
$12.75 JUGS/BIGROCK ALL NIGHT * 


Doors 9pm 
No Minors 
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i8*+ LICENSED. 
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10551- 32 Avenue {Upstairs!} -432-0814 


END EVERY NIGHT AT THE 
PAWN SHOrF! 


WO COVER & ¢ 


HIGHBALLS AFTER IAM 


cqun Gent STUPID wit CUPID 2608) 


, MoaMEy 
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rs F FINEST BRING THE 


ruraTaaies! "Hess 
edit actos ss Western Canada 


A ras wey ery ee 


PAWN SBOP, 10549-82 AYE, t+ 
Vene Agceccinn Setar 120 (13 stint 


THURSDAY FEBRUARY 28 


NAMLS WLCM 


CO-OP AND 
HUNNICUTT 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY 29 
SONIC BAND OF THE MONTH 


HOT PANDA 
CHRISTIAN HANSEN 


$2.00 Kobance Fr Hiphbalts mati 5 JOP aM 


32 PINTS & HIGHBALLS 
FROM 6:30-10Pm & 


SATURDAY MARCH 1 


SALLY’S KRACKERS 


CD RELEASE PARTY 


THE UNCAS 
THE PERPETRATORS 


WEDNESDAY MARCH 5 
TOUR KICKOFF 


THE CITY STREETS 
2 HOURS TRAFFIC 
RED RAM 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 426.2880 
OR EMAL GLBIYS AT 


USTNES@VUEWERTLCIG 
CRADLE S FRAY AT 3 Pw 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE Lunch at Allens: 
Murray McLauchian, Cindy Church, 
Mare Jordan and tan Thomas, 7:30pm: 
$35 at TicketMaster, Arden box office 
ATANTIC TRAP AND GILL The 
Derina Harvey Band 
BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage 
Spm 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Drowning 
Ophelia; donations 

CAFE LEVA Every Thursday. Travis 
Boa plays mellow gold: 7-9.30pm 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Open 
Stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 6-10pm 


DRUID Guitar heroes 

DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band; Spm. 

FOUR ROOMS Rubin De Toledo: 9pm; 
no cover 

HULBERT'S PUB Kristilyn Robertson; 
Bpm; $7 (door) 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; 8pm 

JAMMERS PUB Thursday open jam; 
7-11pm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 
{pon/rock/biues}, 8:30pm-12:30am, 
JUUAN'S PIANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence (jazz piano}; 8pm 

NEW CITY Thrashitic Fibrosis, Let's 
Dance, Swill City Locals: no minors: 
8:30pm (door), $5 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


O'BYRNE'S The Wheat Poo! 

PAW SHOP NAMLS WLCM: Co-Op, 
Honnicutt 

‘ST BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 
Full Moon Falk Club: Jennifer Berezan, 
Julie Wolfe; $17 (advl/$20 (door) at 
Southside Sound, and TIX on the 
Square 

URBAN LOUNGE Matt Landry 
VELVET UNDERGROUND The Fates 
(CO release party) . Erin Ross: Spr 
$10 (door) 


WILD WEST Jers Lee 


an 


From the Heart 18 8 
Edmantton Symphony 
Campbell (clarinet, Sheri Somerville 
{vocalist}, William Eddins (piano, con- 
ductor 8pm; tickets at the Winspear 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Th ursday 
in: dub, trip 
h OS Larer 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 

BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, mdi 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Gils Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite, Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew InVinceable and Touch It; 
Black History Month celebration 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with Alfout 
Dus DJ Degree, Junior Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ Mark 
Stevens; Spm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with DJ Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 
Krazy K, hardstyle/techno with DJ 
Decha, tech trance/electro with DJ 
Savage Garret no minors; no cover 


(NEW CITY | Love “80s Thursdays; no 
minors, Spm (door); no cover 


NEW CITY Bingo hosted by Daxter 


Nebula and Anarchy Adam: no minors; 


10pm; no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm, 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Aetro to New. classic 


EXPRESSIONZ CAFE The Fates; 7pm 
{door}, 8-10pm (show); pass-the-hat 


FOUR ROOMS Aubin De Toledo; 9pm; 
$s 


START Live music Fridays: 
flob Heath; 6-9pm 


HILL TOP PUB The Mary Machura 
Band; Spm-1am; no cover 


HULBERT'S PUB Mike Sadava; 8pm 


Admiral (piano), Allison Storochuk 
{clarinet}; 8pm; $20 (adultl/$15 (sen- 
ior/$10 (student) at TIX on the Square, 
420-1757, door 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Junetta Jamerson and the Black 
Pioneer Heritage Singers (Ain't that 
Good News recording concert): 7pm 
{Go0r), 8pm (show); $20 (adult/$10 
{student/senior) at TIX on the Square 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Carnival of the 


PREVUE / SAT, MAR 1 (8 PM) / WHITE COWBELL OKLAHOMA / URBAN LOUNGE. $10 


Oh hell! How many times do | have to tell you we need to sacrifice virgins to Satan to make it big? Have you 
looked at this girl? Not exactly white wedding material, nowwhatimsayin? 


rock, R&B, urben and dance with DJ 
Mikee; Spm-Zam: no cover 

PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit It 
Thursdays: breaks, electro house spun 
with Pl residents 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE Sierra Leone's 
Refugee All Stars; 7:30pm: $45 at 
TicketMaster, Arden box office 


ATANTIC TRAP AND GILL The 
Derina Harvey Band 


AVENUE SKATEPARK Cancer Bats, 
Quests; all ages evant: 7pm; $12 at 
Unionevents.com, TicketMaster 451- 
8000, Megatunes, Blackbyrd, FS 
{WEM) 


ANS CAFE Friday Live Music Nights: 


BELLE AND COURT PUB Mr. Lucky 
(biues/roots}; 8:30pm-12:30pm; no 
cover 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE La Petia de 


PREVUE / WED, MAR 5 (B PM) / TWO HOURS TRAFAC / PAWN SHOP $10 


$7 (door) 


SJEFFREY'S CAFE Randall MacDonald 
(Jazz standards and showtunes); $10 
JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm; no cover 
SULIAN'S PIANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence (jazz piano); Spm 

(MEAD HALL Lexington Whatevski 
(hip-hop), Boombox Disciples, Brothers 
Grim, DJ Creeazn; all ages with 
licensed area; Spm (door), $8 


(BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and friends 


O'MAILLE'S IRISH PUB Slowbum, 
Spm-1am 


OWN THE ROCKS Mustard Smile with 
DJ Shawnibis 


PAWN SHOP Hot Panda, Christian 
Hansen and the Autistics; 9pm; $5 


STARLITE ROOM Wish, My Quiet 
Earth and Portal; $10 (door) 


STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Carrie Hryniw; 
pn 

TEMPLE Come Stomp with Gomp: 
Grytfn Hard Funky and Hard House, 
Martian Static, Diode, Dark Drum ‘n’ 
Bass. 9pm 

TOUCH OF CLASS Bobby Austin 
(pop/rock); 8:30pm 

URBAN LOUNGE Connor's Road 


Animals: New Edmonton Wind 
Sinfonia (brass and woodwinds}; 
7:30pm; $15 (adult/$10 (student/sen- 
ior) at TX on the Square 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Marrison 


BAR-B-BAR (J James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 
BOOTS Revo Disco: retro dance 
BUDODY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 


Eddy Toonflash. come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s and 
‘70s progressive rock, disco, and elec- 
tronic Indie with Joel Reboh 

EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock. hip hop, 
house, mash up; no minors 
ESMERALDA'S Exies Freakin Frenzy 
Fridays: Playing the best in country 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) Top 


tracks, rock, retro with DJ Damian 


(GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DU 
Christian 


The drive from the band's hometown of Charlottetown to here is actually two days and eight hours, not including 
any traffic jams or toll booths they might encounter. Yowzal 


Bombs (Latin) lead by Allende; featur 
ing Raul Tabera (drums), Luis Emilio 
Rios (singer, Aldo Aguirre (violin), 
Spm; $15 {edvi/$18 (door) 


THE CARROT Live music Fridays 
Cora McLachlan; 7:30-9:30pm: $5 


EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE Skid 
Row, An of Dying, Kiros heavy metal), 
‘no minors; 8pm (door), 9pm (shaw), 
$25 (advi/$30 (door), tickets at 
TicketMaster 451-8000 . TIX.on the 
Square, Megatunes 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Turn Down 
The Suck featuring inkwell, Forafee 
{0 set), Kinsella (DJ set) Cameron 
Sound (DJ sath; 8pm; $10 (door) 


WILD WEST Tera Lee 


YARDBIRD SUITE Brett Miles 
Quartet. Bpm (door). 9pm ishowy, $10 


(member)/$14 (guest) at TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Street and 


Friends: William Street (sax), Roger 


GINGURA SKY Reggae with New 
York's Massive B, and Bomb Squad 


ALD Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s soul with OU 
Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover before 
10pm, $5 (after 10pm) 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! Bitch! 
Bitch! Fridays: electro, indie, altema- 
tive, techno with DUs Dervish, 
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Surely B, quasts; no minors Spm 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out 
Tockandroll/punkrock/abitateverthing/i 
ndy with Dus Jebus and Anarchy 
Adam (from CJSR’S Your Weekly AA 
Meating); G-Whiz 

OVERTIME BOILER AND Tap. 
ROOM SOUTH Fetro to New: clas 
rock, R&B, urban and dance with DJ 
Mikee; Spm-2am: no covay 

RED STAR Movin’ on Up Friday 
indie, roek, funk. soul, hip hop with p 
Gatto, OJ Mega Wattson 


ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: Salsa 
Merengue-bachata-house-r 
Urban-old school with DU Spic 
SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday re 
Ident DY Luke Morrison 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 4 
request with @ mix of retro and diser 
7pm-12midnight 

STOLU'S Top 40, A&B. house 
People's DJ 
STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with 0) 
Tysin 

URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays: with 
Invinceable, Babygirl, and guest Dus 
Black History Month celebration 


WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DU Avindar and DJ Toma; no 
cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Friday 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Big Hank 
Leonhardt and the Blues Hearts; $15 
(advV/$18 (door) 


BLUES ON WHYTE Band of the 
week, 3-4pm; opan blues jam every 
Saturday aftemoon; 2-8:30pm. 


BONNIE DOON COMMUNITY HAL 
Jack Semple and his Band; 7pm: $25 
at TicketMaster, Southside Sound, 
Myhre’s Music 


THE CARROT Open mic Saturdays 
730-10:00pm 

CENTURY CASINO Lee Aaron, 
$24.95 at TicketMaster, Century 
Casino 643-4000, 


COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 
Jam night with Troy P Wright every 
Sat: Spm-2am 


FILTHY MCNASTY'S Open su 
Saturdays hosted by The Love Shi 
and quests; 1pm (door), 2-6pm |show) 


FOUR ROOMS Lauren Busheikin 
Spm; $5 

HORIZON STAGE Connie Kaldor 
7.30pm 

HULBERT'S PUB Rad Stipe, Marty 
Majorowic 8pm; $10 (door! 
JAMMERS PUB Saturday open jam 
3-7.30pm; country/rock band Spm-23"% 
JEFPREY'S CAFE Gordie Matthew 
(country blues); $10 


JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
{pop/rockl: 9:30pm: no cover 


SULIAN'S PIANO BAR Dennis 
Begoray (jazz piano); 8pm. 

MEAD HALL Shadowblede, Viny! 
Spine, Striker, Stegun, all ages with 
licensed area; 8pm (door: $10 
O'BYANE'S Saturday afternoon with 
Chris Winters, quests 


O'MAILLE'S IRISH PUB Siowtvun 
Spm-lam 


OW THE ROCKS Mustard Smile wt) 
OJ Crazy Dave 


PAWN SHOP Sally's Krackers (CD 
release party), The Uneas, 
Perpetrators, the All-Star Jam; 8:30 


(door); $15 (door) 

QUEEN ALEXANDRA COMMUNITY 
HALL Norther Lights Folk Clut 
Malinky (song quintet: $18 at TX on 
the Square/Children age 6-12 are V2 
price at the door/children under 6 are 
free 


RENDEZVOUS PUB (mus, 
‘Amararia, Attack Addict 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM | 
THEATRE Northam Bluegrass Circle 
Music Society. The Infamous. 
Stringdusters; 7:30pm (doo), 87#T. 


(Bluegrass Circle member 1/$20 (nary 


ith 


@ musical influence of his family 
ee past that, though, 
five and 
explains Gilbertson. “They played in punk 


bands, so | was always really into the 
Ramones and NOFX when | was real 


” 


But Gilbertson’s sound isn’t compared 
to the Sex Pistols or the Clash very often. 
Many people hear vintage indie rock in 
the record. 

“| just kind of started listening to indie 
fock and stuff like that in high school,” 
says Gilbertson. “I listen to a lot of the 
Weakerthans or Modest Mouse, so | 
guess that kind of came through.” 

With such a promising start to his 
career, Gilbertson seems poised to fol- 


Shop,” says 

‘got good sound. 

think the only other 

Edmonton is the 
few ~ Dod 


k the limited vari- 
since Gilbertson’s 


only 20. He's probably learning his trade 
in music school or something, though, 


fight? Well, not really. 


“Everybody in my band did [formal 
training], but I'm self-taught,” says 
Gilbertson. “Anytime I'm trying to teach 
them stuff they're getting all technical. 
It's kind of confusing.” 

Yet Gilbertson’s record certainly does- 
nt sound like the work of a musical hack. 
Genes undoubtedly have something to do 
with that. Virtually every member of 


_ Gilbertson’s family is a musician of some 


‘sort. Some of them even play shows with 
the band. 


low Nickleback out of Alberta and into 
musical celebrity. Only, you know, not. 

“\ wanna push it, but I'm not gonna be 
upset if | don’t sell a ton of records,” he 
says. “|'m ultimately making music to 
make music. | kind of got irritated with 
myself because | couldn't figure out why 
| couldn't write any good songs for a 
while a couple months ago. | realized it 
was because | was trying to write songs 
to write a record and not write songs 
because | like writing songs. 

“| just wanna make music. | could toil 
away in obscurity for the rest of my life 
and be absolutely ecstatic.” w 


member)/Children 12 and under are 
free: tickets available at TIX en the 


Non Suatalee Send oes NOMS ss 
Music, and 
YARDBIRD SUITE Andrew Glover 

cena Cuintet: Bp (door), 9pm {shows $10 
SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE (memberl/$14 (guest) at TicketMaster 
Faber Drive SS SS SS S55 
STARLITE ROOM The Jimmy Switt CLASSICAL 
Bund, Johnny Feelgood and Mere 
Charron; $12 (adv\/$15 (door); tickets CONVOCATION HALL World Music 
available at TicketMaster, Blackbyrd Concert; Bpm: $15 ermal 
TAPHOUSE Saturday Moosehead age cone ier, 
med McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
TOUCH OF CLASS Bobby Austin Brass Fever: Mill Creak Colfiery Band; 
{pop/rock 8:30pm 730pm; $17 (adultl/$13 (studert/sen- 
‘TWILIGHT AFTER HOURS Satoshi io) at TIX on the Square 
Tomiie WINSPEAR CENTRE IE Ss for 
URBAN LOUNGE White Cow Bell Kids: Edmonton rchestra, 
Oval Connor's: 7 Paul Hann (entertainer), William 

es "on a Eddins (conductor], Edmonton 
VELVET UNDERGROUND Hot Littic Children’s Choir; 2pm 
Rocket, The Racky Fortune, The 
‘MohenwA: Lodge: Spm $10 tetoor) DIS 
WILD WEST Tere Lee a 
WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS, BACKROOM VODEA 
John Speam (Canadiana folk roots, ‘Saturdays: Top 40 with DJ Soundwave 


Albert, 459-0295 


Celtic), Light Travels with Alicia Glenn 
{ambient new wave rock); 9pm; $5 


SCHOOL 8901-101 Ave, gym 


jes PUB 9514-87 St, 465-5478 « ete ae CHURCH eo 1085 fn us Ls . 
CLASS eau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452-7770 * TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS | i! 
497-7699 * VELVET UNDERGROUND 0030-102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 * WILD WEST SALOON 12912-50 St, 476-3388 * WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St, 436-2286 
* YAFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 994-3256, www.yatterhours.com * YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-96 Ave, 432-0428 « YESTERDAYS Pub 112, 205 Carnegie Dr, St 


BUDDY'S Undie night for men only, 
free pool and toumey, DJ Arrowchaser 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s and 
70s progressive rock, disco, and elec- 
tronic Indie with Joel Reboh 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock. hip hop, 
house, mash up 


ESMERALDA'S Super Parties: Every 
Sata different theme 


FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gone Gold 
Mash-Up: with Harmen B and DJ 
Kwake 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) Top 
tracks, rock, retro with DU Damian 


GINGUR SKY Soulout Saturdays: 
Black History Month celebration 


HALO For Those Who Know: house 
every Sat with Blair Junior McFarlane 
With Sal Dimaio and Jason Thompson 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Saturday: DJ 
Groovy Cuvy and guests 


NEW CITY UKWID LOUNGE 
Saturdays real alternative, classics, 
punk with OJ Nazz Nomad: no cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Saturday 


* ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432-4611 * AVENUE SKATEPARK 9030-118 Ave * AXIS CAFE 
10349 Jasper Ave, 990-0031 « BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
10324A-92 Ave, upstairs, 46-4418 * THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 * BAR WILD 
10552 82 Ave, 432-0814 * BELLE AND COURT PUB 200-10A Main Boulevard, Sherwood Park * BILLY BOB'S 
LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 « BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439- 
1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 418-6332 « BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 
* BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439-3981 » BOHEMIA CYBER CAFE 11012 Jasper Ave * BONNIE DOON 
COMMUNITY HALL 9240-93 St * BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 * BUDDY’S 11725B Jasper Ave, 488-6636 « 
CAFE LEVA 11053-86 Ave * CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Arayil Rd, 463-9457 * CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
2464-153 St, 424-9467 * CENTURY CASINO 13103 Fort Rd, 643-4000 * CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 
Millbourne Rd, West, 452-6565 * COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 5552 Calgary Trail, 439-8675 * 
CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building, University of Alberta, 492-0601 * COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 481-8739 « 
CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St, 472-7696 * DINWOODIE LOUNGE U of A 
Campus * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 « DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 * EDDIE SHORTS 
0713-124 St, 453-3663 « EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase II! 489-SHOW * EMPIRE BALLROOM 
WEM Phase 2, upper level. WEM, 486-9494 * EMPRESS ALE HOUSE 9912-82 Ave « EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 
20125-107 Ave, 471-9125 * FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park, 449-3378 * FID- 
DLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St * FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 » FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 10025-105 St* FLUID LOUNGE 10105-109 St, 780-429-0700 * FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 
FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 10341-82 Ave, 433-9676 * GAS 
PUMP 10166-1)4 St, 488-4841 « GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave. 913-4312/953-3606 * HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423-HALO © HILL TOP PUB 8220-106 Ave, 490-7359 « 


PUB 6105-90 Ave, 490-1999 » NEW CITY 10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 * NIKKI DIAMOND'S 8130 Gateway Bivd * O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 414- 
ee IRISH PUB 104, 398 St. Albert Rd * ON THE ROCKS 11730 Jasper Ave, 482-4767 * OVERDRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 St. 439-9485 
- 


10209-123 St* ROSEBOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE 1011-117 St. 482-5253 * ROUGE LOUNGE 117 St, Jasper Ave, 482-5152 * ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM THEATRE 
12845-102 Ave * SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416 Whyte Ave, 437-0231/710-1625 * SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438-0373 * STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 
St, 428-1099 « STEEPS TEA LOUNGE 12411 Stony Plain Rd * STOLLI’S 2nd floor, 10368 Whyte Ave, 437-2283 * STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave, 420-0448 + 
fAPHOUSE 9020 McKenny Ave, St. Albert, 458-0860 » TOUCH OF 

1 * URBAN FRAT 10220-103 St * URBAN LOUNGE 10544-82 Ave, 


Sucks: electro, industrial, alt end indy, 
electro, rock with DJs Greg Gory and 
Blue Jay, $5 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVENUE 
Suggestive Saturdays: breaks electro 
house with Pl residents 

RED STAR Saturdays indie rock hip 
hop, and electro with Du Hot Philly 
and quests 

RENDEZVOUS Survival metal night 
‘SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Sportsworld Inline and Roller 


Skating Disco: Top 40 request with a 
mix of retro and disco; 1-Spm and 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE A! Simmons; 2pm; 
$18 (sdult)/$14 (child) at the Arden’s 
box office 459-1542, TicketMaster 


BONNIE DOON COMMUNITY HALL 


Tom-12.misdnight In Memory of Hugh Smith: Open stage for 
STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40, R&B, musicians and performers who would like 
house with People’s DU to share a story or something special 


‘about Hugh (Skip) Smith (Bonnie Doon 
Folk Club director); 2-pmy, enquines, con- 
tact Brian Parsons 710-2404 


TEMPLE Oh Snap!: Every Saturday 
with Degree and Allout OJs with 


weakly guests 
‘42 CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 
'WUNDERBAR Featured DU and local Sunday jam: 7pm 
bands 
DUSTER'S PUB Sunday open stage 
Y AFTERHOURS Release Saturdays hosted by the Mary Thomas Band 
EDDIE SHORTS Every Sunday open 
stage with Rob Taylor; 48pm 


THE URBAN LOUNGE 
PRESENTS: 


saty 


Doors Open at 8pm 
ph: 780~437-7699 


URBAN LOUNGE 


www. urbanlounge.net 


THE URBAN LOUNGE 


presents 


WHEN THE LIGHTS GO O tt ; 


CD RELEASE PARTY 


WITH SPECIAL GUESTS 


<<S 


| TRAAKRE T 
$10 IN ADVANCE 
$15 AT THE DOOR 4 
CALL: 437~7699 


MUSIC 


\ 


FEB 28-MAR 5.2008  \ 


%9000000000000000000000 


BILL: 


» 


Tickets) $34.95 at Century Casino or Ticketmaster 
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TICKETS AVAILABLE AT CENTURY CASINO 


ALL. SHOWS DOORS AT SPM 


LY FEB 28 - MAR 5, 2008 


z | BACKLASH BLUES 


ROLAND PEMBERTON 
= roland@yueweekly.com 


Crack rap is becoming a tired enterprise. 
Typically overproduced with fake horns 
and staccato machine drums, the Southern 
rap explosion has caused derision within 
the more lyrical East Coast reps for the 
sub-genre. In the midst of a party rap ren- 
aissance, listeners have been alternatively 
presented with half-hearted attempts at 
street authenticity. These records are still 
dominant chart entries, but the paint is 
coming off the billboard. As always, the 
truth remains underground, in the guise of 
the Virginian-Philadelphian rap combo 
called the Re-Up Gang. 

Announced atop horn stabs and church 
organs, the Re-Up Gang is comprised of 
multi-platinum recording artists Clipse 
and its affiliates, Sandman and Ab-Liva. 
Clipse is best known for being signed to 
the Neptunes’s satellite record label Star 
Trak and subsequently dropped because 


i Restp? Rejave 


of contractual disputes with Jive and dis- 
appointing sales of its last effort, 2005's 
Hell Hath No Fury. The Re-Up Gang’s new 
mixtape, We Got /t 4 Cheap Vol 3: the 
Spirit of Competition addresses Clipse’s 
label negotiations directly, with a sense 
of regret and sadness rarely found in the 
duo's drug-related boasts. 

The paranoia and gravitas that marked 
the previous Clipse albums is present 
here, but reframed over various borrowed 
backing tracks. The most outstanding of 
which is a reinterpretation of Raekwon’s 
“Rainy Dayz.” Over hotel lobby strings 
and a relentless machine drum rhythm 
mimicking seasickness, the Gang gets 
cinematic about the police’s reward sys- 
tem ("The more the doors lift up, the feds 
won't give up / Watching my every move, 
the treasure chest is my pick-up"), discon- 
nects with its former producer (“I can't 
wait for Skateboard to save me / My 
house in default, his house paisley / ... 
He's on a yacht, somewhere with Jay-Z") 
and the impetus for its higher grossing 
occupation ("Nancy Reagan dead, Ronald 
put it in the Ps”). 


ate! 


The Gang’s take on Jay-2’s joyous 
farewell to the drug game (“Roc Boys") is 
gleefully unrepentant about the irony in 
the group taking over these particular 
vocal duties. “First of all want to thank 
my connect / Hold up! | can’t do that yet," 
says Pusha-T. Unlike Mr Carter, they are 
in a spot in life (label instability, haemor- 
thaging money from previous success) 
where they might be still selling crack 
when they aren't making tracks. 

“If all | talk about is coke, let that tel! 
you something” is the group's rally cry 
pluralized from a Malice verse on the 
mixtape. Believe it or not, it’s a pretty 
unique position. The limited conceptual 
nature of this record isn’t because of a 
lack of ideas or ability. If you work at 
McDonald's for a while, it’s going to come 
Up in your first punk band, right? The spe- 
cific way the Gang references the inside 
world of drugs should appeal to those of 
us who religiously follow The Wire. The 
crack game, a very ghettoized social bar- 
gaining system, is fascinating to out- 
siders. The Re-Up Gang can apply the 
same principle to its music. w 


EMPRESS ALE HOUSE Scott Cook 
Tour Kickaff Party, The Long 
Weekends, Shayne Lazarowich, 
Maunice Jones, Jesse Dee and many 
more; 8:30pm; no cover 


FESTIVAL PLACE The Roaring 
Twenties in Sight and Sound: Sare 
Davis Buechner, 7:30pm; $28-$32 at 
Festival Place box office 


HULBERT'S PUB Sunday Night mic 
hosted by Rhea March; 7pm; no cover 
JAMMERS PUB Sunday open blues 
jam; 48pm 

NEWCASTLE PUB Live Sunday jam 
hosted by Wily and Dave; 2:30pm 
OBYRNE'S Sunday night apen stage 
with Joe Bird 


ON THE ROCKS Souljah Fyah 
Sundays with DJ Mike 


OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor; 8-11pm 


OVERDRIVE Anything Goes: acoustic 
jam every Sunday afternoon with the 
Shutflehound; 1:30-Spm 


CLASSICAL 


DOW CENTENNIAL 
CENTRE-SHELL THEATRE-FORT 
SASKATCHEWAN Lights Up 

& in Youth Orchesrta; 3pm, 
$12.50 at TicketMaster 
ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED 
CHURCH Concertos in a Grand 
Tradition: Alberta Baroque Music 
Society; Spm $23 (adult)/$18 (stu- 
Gent/senior) at TIX on the Square 


ROYAL COACH DINING ROOM 
Petro Polujin (classical quitar), Spm 


‘STRATHEARN UNITED CHURCH 
(Meloctous Accord Edmonton 
Metropolitan Chorus: Remi Do (prano), 


Emilie-Anne Neoland (harp), Alin Lowrey 


and Nancy Stepney (trumpet and Alden 
Lowney and Ken Read (trombone): 2pm, 
$10 (agult/$8 (seni/‘studern) 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Traditions and 
Beyond: The Cragvare Music Socioty, 
The Edmonton and District Pipe Band, 
guests: 2pm; $25 at TIX on the 

Square, 


DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night with Atomic Improv, 
Jameoki and DJ Tim. 

BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
Greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop: Rudy Electro: 10pm-2:30am: 
guest DJs inquire at 
kelly@michett.com 

EMPIRE BALLROOM Fock hip hop, 
house, mash up 

OVERTIME BROILER Surciay 
Industry Night Requests with DJ Bo 
URBAN FRAT Urban Ladies Nioht 
Sundays; DJs InVinceable and Maces 
URBAN LOUNGE Sunday Night Live 
hosted by DA Choelit Elviz, DJ Sweet 
Spm: the best of Urhan’s live enter: 
Tainment 10pm 

WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ Gallatea 
and XS, quests, no cover 


MON 


Big Band Era: U af A/C 
Jazz Bands under the 
Dust and Raymond; 8pm; $75 
(adult}/$10 (sentor/student) at TIX on 
the Square, door 


WORY CLUB Open mic Mondays 
music and comedy: 8pm 


LB'S PUB Open Stage with Shaved 


Posse hosted by Ken, Fred, Gordie 
and Matt: 9-12:30 
PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 


HALL Acoustic instrumental old time 
fiddle jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 


ROSEBOWL Monday jam/open 
stage hosted by Sherry-Lee Wilson 
and Mike McDonald altemate weeks 


8:30pm 


STARLITE ROOM Crystal Castles, 
Health, DJs Degree, Acid Wash; 8pm 
{door}, tickets at Ticketmaster, 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd, and Listen 


DIS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: 
Service Industry Night; no minors; 
Spm-2am 

BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy Electro 
Latest and greatest in House, 
Progressive and Tnp-Hop; 12am- 
2:30am; interested quest DJs inquire 
at kelly@michetti.com; karaoke with 
Tizy, amateur strip contest; Spm-12am 
FILTHY McNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays: with DUS WAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Munch 
‘on Metal Mondays, “80s metal with: 
OJ Sammi Kerr; no minors, no cover 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters 


LEGENDS PUB Tuesday open jam 
hosted by Gary Thomas 

OBYRNES Tyesday night Celtic jam 
with Shannon Johnson 

TAPHOUSE Tuesday Moosehead 
Jam; 8:30pm-1am 


YARDBIAD SUITE Jam Session: Joe 
Lubinsky Mast, 8:30pm (door), Spm 
{show}, every Tue; $3 


DJS 


BUDDY'S Free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser: Spm, 


ESMERALDA'S Flotro avery Tue: no 
ower with student 1D 


Stylus Music School 


Quality Education | Career Programs 


Master of Music Production & Technology 
Independent Music Producer 
Sound Design & Technology 


MUSIC 


FUNKY BUDDHA (White Ave) Latin 
and Salsa music, dance lessons 8- 
10pm. 

GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: 
Reggae music with Bomb Squad, 
QB,, Chrome Nine; no cover 


RED STAR Tuesdays: Experimental 
Indie Rock, Hip Hop, Electro with DJ 
Hot Philly 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong: 


‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
fequest with a mix of retro and disco; 
7pm-12 midnight 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


EDDIE SHORTS Wednesday open 
stage with Chnis the girl 


HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hosted by Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Kenny 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 


NEW CITY Tiopy Agogo’'s "Creep 
Forward" (CD/album release concert), 
Tippy Agogo, Bill Boune, Madagascar 
Slim, Michelle Joseph, John: 
Armstrong, Tim Folkmann, Scott Cook; 
Spm; $10/$12 (door) 


PAWH SHOP The City Streets, 2 
Hours Tratfic, Red Ram; 8pm (door), 
Spm (show) 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Bluegrass jam pre- 
sented by the Northern Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Open mic 
{acoustic} every Wed, (last Wed each 
month spoken word) 

URBAN LOUNGE Fenix Foundation, 
September Stone, Apache Rose 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Wild 
Style Wednesdays: Hip hop; Spm 


CLASSICAL 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Music Wednesdays at Noon: Syivia 
‘Shadick-Teylor and Jeremy Spugeon 
(piano); 12:10-12:50; free; 468-4964 
WINSPEAR CENTRE Midweek 
Classics: Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra; William Eddins (piano and 
conductor); 7:30pm 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deep 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-E and Smoov 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Wednesday 
Nights: with OJ Harley 

BUDDY'S Hump day with DU Sexay 
Sean 

FLUID LOUNGE Wednesdays Rock 
This 

THE FOX Wind-up Wednesdays 
R&B, hiphop, reggae, off skool, rag 
gaeton with InVinceable, Toveh It 
weekly guest Dis 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B with 
DJ Spinoycle 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Fock 
Out With Your Box Out Wednesday 
Night: no minors; no caver 

NIK DIAMOND'S Punk and ‘80s 
metal every Wednesday 

RED STAR Guest DJs every 
Wednesday 


‘STARLITE ROOM Wild Style 
Wednesdays: Hip-Hop; Spm 


STOLU'S Beatpany Wednesdays 
House, progressive and electronica 
with Rudy Electro, DJ Rystar Space 
Age and weekly guests; Ipm-2em. 
www bealparty net 


WUNDERBAR Wednesdays with 
new DJ; no eover 


Y AFTERHOURS Y Not Wodnesdsy 


T: 604.523.2969 
www.stylusmusicschool.com 


PETIA #60 8th Street, New Westminster, B.C. 
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eS ee AVENUE SKATEPARK 
DOORS 7 PM - ALL AGES ' 


Ace (Eat 


CAS = —£7 | MINUS THE DEAR 


ORIGINAL LGAD GUITARIST OF KISS x ” 
AR 27 - STARLITE ROOM | 


ROCKET RIDC trouR eee Pe 
DOORS Mi PM - 18+ ID - TIX: MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, LISTEN 


SATURDAY MARCH15 4 i 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE : 


TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES & BLACKBYRD 
€€)amor NOON a INK «=6 WUIEVWEEKLY 


mar 28 - velvet underground 


doors 8 pm - 18+ id req. - tix also at megatunes, blackbyrd, listen 


SHE SELLS SANCTUARY - FIRE b LOVE A mi [MERGE] RECORDING ARTIST 


WITH GUESTS F**K BUTTONS 
APRIL 15 
STARLITE ROOM 


DOORS 8 PM - 18+ ID 
TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES. BLACKBYRD & LISTEN 


ROADRUNNER 


with speciat Guest THE CLIKS 


APRIL 1 - EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


4BEAR 18+ + TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES & BLACKBYRD vu 
RR pet Gee oe 


tas 139MS ~ NIVY - WIMOTL071M - NOS O318V3H 


SERY/ =a 
(SIG APS 
JCUST BURNS RED 


EVERGREEN 
TERRACE 


pinmu nO a 
STARLITE 
| ROOM 


APRIL 14 EARLY SHOW - 5PM - AA- TIXALSO AT 
APRIL 9 - EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE : pay ENTR ee ti 


fas way DOORS 7 PM ALL AGES - TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES, S (WEN BLACKBYRD 


© sweer SOUL SISTER - EDIE (CIAO BABY) ~ SPIRIT WALKER - HEART OF SOUL 


Fors “Quem: ——— IS NE OE a 


ALSO AVAILABLE ON ticketmaster.ca 451-8000 


FEB 28-MAR5,2008 = \7U 


(A) I’M ON FIRE, 

(B) ’M ON STRIKE, 

(C) BLOW ME I’M HOT, 

(D) YOUR PERFECT MATCH. 


05.04.03 
Eamonton, AB 
Korthlands Agricom 


1 all Ages Show. Reserved Stands, General Admission Floor. sere ihe new album i. 
Northlands Apricom, 16 Misson Avenue. Buy at LIVENATION.COM. F—, ., = 
Wickets also at all Dicketmaster outlets “Y 

.and Charge by Phone 780-450-8000 es www. qotsa.com j— 
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MAY 29 
THE STARLITE ROOM 


GENERAL ADMISSION — 18+ 


ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10:00 AM 


2, 0%, 09, 
ste So Se Se Sb 


ELECT THE DEAD 


The debut soln album from the voice of SYSTEM OF A DOWN with special guest 


AVAILABLE NOW _ Allison Moorer 


geeageress 
= anasewew ew evteee @e & & 


MARCH 16 
SHAW 
CONFERENCE 
CENTRE 


PICKETS ON SALE NOW 


March 12 
APRIL 14 Northern Alberta 
THE STARLITE ROOM as > Jubilee 


Auditorium 


reserved seating 


AVRIL LAVIGNE MARCH 12 | REXALL PLAC 
mi VEnATION.com 


ticketmaster (204) 780-3333 
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~EDMONTONEVENTCENTRE.CA 
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, 


Tie Frenr ius 


TFC2 FEEL THE PAIN 


MIXED MARTIAL ARTS EVENT, TICKETS at ‘"ketmaster 


ARMIN VAN BUUREN 
Solonee=Doofem BLAKE JARRELL 


TICKETS ON SALE THIS SATURDAY FEBRUARY 16 ticketmaster 


DOORS AT 7 COPM, TICKETS AT ticketmaster 


#2096 8882-170 ST. WEST EDM MALLS = 489-SHOW 


The Mohawk Lodge spreads 
beyond the soul glow of Wildfires 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@veeweekly.com 

or someone who appears to be 
Fee by a secret minor Gypsy 

curse, Ryder Havdale is surpris- 
ingly untroubled. Indeed, the Vancou- 
verite is consistently genial, open and 
laidback, all West Coast raffish charm, 
despite the litany of unfortunate inci- 
dents littering the short history of 
White Whale Records, the artist-cen- 
tric indie label he founded about four 
years ago. 

Havdale has shepherded his pod 
through frustrating serial setbacks 
that would leave less cheerfully 
resilient mortals bitter, if not in 
month-long bottom-of-the-bottle 
bedridden depressions, including the 
inexplicable loss of recording masters 
for one band’s debut while on the 
label's first crucial trek eastward and 
into the US (on the same tour, which 
involved meetings with music indus- 
try people, Havdale’s luggage also 
vanished and he spent the rest of the 
tour in clothes he got in a Quebec 
thrift shop spree), the drummer for 
another White Whale band totalling 
his hand seriously enough to need 
physiotherapy just after the release of 
the band’s well-received debut and on 
the most recent outing—last fall's 
double-header with Octoberman and 
Havdale’s outfit the Mohawk Lodge 
on the heels of both bands’ sopho- 
more full-lengths—the transmission 
conking out on their White Whale- 
mobile just days into the tour. 

“Almost every trip out we lose 
something,” Havdale laughs. “What 
can you do?” 

Across the line, I listen for the tell- 
tale soothing gurgle of a bong, but 
there is nothing but a long, silent 
shrug. 

Leaving behind one member from 
each group to tend to the van and 
catch up, the rest of the crew rolled 
on, “And you know what? It was fine,” 
he insists. “Man, it was a crazy trip 
but great, in the end.” 

As they say, things have a way of 
working out. Eventually, shows get 
played, tours finish, albums come 
back from the plant (‘I’ve learned not 
to fix a release date until I actually 
have the CDs in my hot little hands,” 
Havdale quips) and life marches on 

“I just try to keep focussed on 
what's happening,” he sighs. “If 
there’s a new record, | put all the 
focus on that. If we have bands on the 
road, it’s always a juggling act but it 
seems to come together in the end 
Having a label means constantly 
wearing a number of hats and balanc 
ing the demands. You get used to it.” 


FOR THE MOMENT, Havdale won't 


admit to more than a smidgeon of 
despair, but as the Mohawk Lodge's 
songwriter, his lyrics betray some of 
the chaos of the past couple years 
not only for himself, but also for his 
tight-knit group of friends. Several of 
the songs on 2007's Wildfires allude to 
less-than-ideal breaks, the struggle to 
keep a creative life alive through the 
daily grind and the kind of painful 
echo that starts beating in your chest 


“4 : 
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coe | WITH HOT LITTLE ROCKET, THE ROCKY FORTUNE 
OL | VELVET UNDERGROUND S10 


with every heartbeat as you approach 
a beacon age, say, late 20s or early 
30s, the last age you could plausibly 
imagine yourself being when you 
were a kid, after which time drops 
right off the map into nothingness 
Past that point, you're just feeling 
your way through adulthood blindly. 
Havdale’s antidote to havoc and 
panic is also explicit in his music. The 
second, and stronger, thread that runs 
through both Mohawk Lodge records 
is his salvation: the joy of making 
music with his friends. With close to 
those exact words, Havdale kicked off 
the Mohawk Lodge’s stunning debut, 
the gloriously shaggy, roughed-up 
roots-tinged rock of 2005's Rare Birds. 
“That was supposed to be a side 
project to Kids These Days,” Havdale 
notes. (Kids These Days is also in the 
White Whale stable, and shares mem- 
bers with other label bands). “It was 
recorded mostly one on one. I'd take 
the recording to a number of friends, 
in their cabins or whatever. It was a 
process of going through each part 
with each person, laying down a layer 
and coming back until it was done.” 
By the time Wildfires was being 
recorded and mixed, partly in Toron- 
to with Darryl Neudorf and the rest 
back in Vancouver, the Mohawk 
Lodge had coalesced into a proper 
band, and its sound had shifted. It 
was a glossy yet grubby, obsidian- 
dark version of soul music, a star- 


tling, punchy, modern reworking of 


the genre that entirely suited Hay- 


dale’s rich, raggedly emotive voice 

Havdale reveals that the Mohaw! 
Lodge’s aural identity has sinc 
moved into new territory. “The firs 
one is more organic, the second on 
has a serious Fleetwood Mac vib« 
We wanted it to be big and shin, 
with simple drums. Now the band 
doesn't sound like either record! It 
a whole different entity. The last tour 
did wonders for us, playing night 
after night. The band is playing with 
way more—it’s hard to explain, but 
heart. It’s like soul, with no trumpets 
played with as much energy as possi 
ble, and kind of like Crazy Horse « 
something, dirtier and rawer. |'n 
pretty excited about it. We'll try to 
not tame that next record.” 


MUSIC HAS BEEN the good juju to Ha\ 


dale’s curse. Every disaster has been 
countermanded by positive develo; 
ments—growing major media alter 
tion, recording appearances on CBC 
a slot on one of Uncut magazine 
compilations—building the label to 4 
point where Havdale hopes a Euro- 
pean tour may be possible later thi 
year for the Mohawk Lodge, followed 
by capturing the band’s latest stage ©! 
sonic evolution, 

“2008 is going to be a great year’ 
Havdale says with conviction, “Almos| 
everyone on the label has a record 
coming out, and I’m really excited 
about [new label addition] Culture 
Reject—Jim Guthrie’s involved. And 
we're trying to get everyone out on 
the road.” 

Knock on wood? 

Havdale laughs. “No matter what 
we're really looking forward to cor 
ing out on the road again. We *€ 
happy to be playing Edmonton.” ¥ 
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MUSIC 


FAN BIATLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

en you name your band 
after two of the scariest 
things out there, you're 
pbably a pretty tough motherfucker 
o doesn’t get scared easily. But a 
sease that seems like an abstract 
cept—well, until you or someone 
iu know gets it—and an animal that 
pstly eats bugs might not seem 
lary enough after awhile, so you 
ght have to up the ante like Cancer 
ts did while the band was shooting 
newest video for the song “Hail 
stroyer,” off of its brand new album 
e same name. 

he band brought in live wolves. 
t some Canadian indie rock hom- 
le or anything—I'm talking real live 
Bives. | mean, you could argue that 
IDS Wolf picked a way scarier dis- 
se/animal to name itself after than 
ncer Bats did, but AIDS Wolf does 
hang out with animals that would 
to eat you. 

Everybody's been around husky 
3s, but until you've actually been 
bund a live wolf, you don’t realize 
ey're just fucking huge. They act 
e dogs, like really strong, really 
ge dogs,” explains Cancer Bats lead 
ger Liam Cormier. “The zoo keeper 
o was there gave us a little run 
Gwr and said, ‘Yeah, straight up, | 
live no idea what these guys'll do.’ 
ons and tigers are actually really 
fe to work around, whereas wolves 
really intense and crazy.” 

Getting intense and crazy is an 
citing part of making a video, but 
ih music television stations playing 
er videos than ever, some people 
ve started to wonder whether 
Heos are as effective as they once 
re in creating a fan base for bands. 

“| know Much Music plays The OC 
id shit like that, but our video gets 
ayed too, so | think it’s totally impor- 
n'—especially with the rise of 
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YouTube and stuff like that,” Cormier 
contends, before explaining that 
videos reach further than the band 
might even reasonably expect. “When 
we make a video for Canada it also 
gets played all over the place. When 
we did our last tour in the US I had a 
kid come up to me who had a really 
thick accent and he told me that the 
reason he came to the show is because 
he found out about our band from 
watching MTV South Africa, and he’s 
from South Africa and he was visiting 
San Francisco with his family.” 


AND WHILE THE BAND has yet to book 


a South African national tour, its fre- 
quent tours of Canada are gaining 
steam at a significant rate. No longer 
touring as part of a package, the band 
will be heading out on its own and 
has the fan support to pull it off. 

“The last time we were through we 
were with a really good package, but 
this time it’s just us and local bands, 
so it's kind of cool. We feel really 
appreciated because we know people 
are coming out to see our band,” 
Cormier enthuses. “For the most part, 
because we've done so much touring 
in Canada, we know all the local 
bands, or they're friends of friends. 
Touring as a package is cool because 
it becomes really tight knit, you get 
really close to those other bands. But 
when you come into a city and play 
with different bands every night, we 
get to hear about new stuff and every 
show is going to be different. It’s more 
exciting for us because it’s not like I'm 
going to be watching Comeback Kid 
for the 80th time.” w 
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Agogo continues to move ahead with Creep Fo 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweetly.com 
alking to sometimes local 
musician Tippy Agogo, you 
can imagine that when he was 

in school, his teachers probably had 

their hands full. Like his music, his 
conversation is hard to pin down. 

He'd say it was “scatological,” but 
that's too self-deprecating for what is 
really going on. You get the sense 
that he has just got a lot of plates in 
the air. He'll definitely be able to land 
them all safely, but you're just going 
to have to be patient because he’s 
going to do it with style. 

It’s that very sense that seems to 
guide his music career. His just-waiting- 
to-be-released Creep Forward (CD 
release party is Mar 5) has musical ideas 
that run the gamut from crunchy guitar 
to notes more classical, from quirky per- 
cussion to vocal beats. Some plates of 
ideas take mere minutes to find safe 
landing, while others take three times 
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that length to become fully realized. 

“1 look at music as peaks and valleys,” 
Agogo explains. “And it's like you’re 
travelling through a landscape. That's 
basically how | approached this album.” 


AGOGO STARTED HIS solo career over 
20 years ago, with his first release 
Soul-O-Works in 1986. Creep Forward, 
he says, is like a continuation of that 
first record. (Aren't they all, in the 
grand scheme of things?) 

Recorded in a number of different 
studios, with a number of different 
sound engineers, the record was all 
sewn up and mastered by Darryl Neu- 
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dorf (producer of Neko Case, the New 
Pornographers, etc). Like Agogo’'s past 
works, Creep Forward takes its audi- 
ence on a journey both internal and 
external, taking in influences from 
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around the globe. 

The album also has a host of musical 
guests—from the more usual suspects 
Bill Bourne and Tim Folkmann to Ryan 
Moore (of Dutch dub band Twilight Cir- 
cus) and Rodney Orpheus (of UK goth 
groups Cassandra Complex and Sisters 
of Mercy). A few who have “played the 
game,” but who have also eked out 
their very own place in it. 

Agogo has never really played the 
music-industry game. Yeah, he gets 
gigs, does the festival circuit, releases 
records and that stuff, but that’s about 
the extent of it. He designs sound for 
dance, theatre and film in the city and 
beyond, as well as teaches workshops 
around the world. And just last year, 
he and Bill Bourne were hosting the 
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Nerkelwerks jams at the Wunderba; 

“1 think I take him to an area that h 
doesn’t normally go to and he definitd 
ly takes me to an area that I haven 
been to before, so it’s almost like play} 
ing with Pat Metheny sometimes,” fy 
says. “I come from the punk-ro, 
school, and ethnic, global musi 
school. It’s kind of weird. It's all ovd 
the map. Like no two songs are thf 
same and | pre-date what you call thf 
iPod. My albums are like an iPod 
there's so many different styles.” 

“And then my shows are kina « 
like that too,” he continues. “There 
no one style that I ever stuck with. |i 
been partly the problem with mJ 
career, but it’s just the way that | am 
and that’s just the way it has to be ’ 
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Calgary band hammers togethe; 
everything from country to metz 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
he romantic, smoke-filled 
| cabarets of New York or the 
deep south, where people 
shoot heroin before getting onstage, 
hard liquor flows freely, down-trod- 
den stories are told and a kind of 
quiet happy-sadness reigns, is the 
archetypical setting for blues music. 
Calgary-based bluessmyth, however, 
has chosen to break that mould and 
offer up a multifaceted approach to 
blues music, combining elements of 
the members’ musical upbringings 
and interests into something that 
reflects them personally. 

“We just designed it around our 
influences and put them together and 
took it from there,” explains guitarist 
and vocalist Chris Yaholkoski of the 
group’s sound, which he says com 
bines blues, some traditional country, 
funk, gospel and even some heavy 
metal. "We’re pretty eclectic with 
what we listen to.” 

Perhaps the most important ele- 
ment to bluessmyth, to the whole 
genre even, is storytelling. On their 
newest album—a self-titled effort 
released in 2006—there is a soaring 
trilogy about the death of Emmett Till, 
a 14-year-old African-American bru- 
tally murdered in Mississippi in 1955 
for whistling at a white woman. An 
all-white jury found the murderers not 
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guilty and the resulting outrage has 
been credited with sparking the 
American civil rights movement. 

“It was just a story that captured 
me,” Yaholkoski explains of the song’s 
genesis. “I've always been a civil rights 
buff and I didn’t even know about it 
and when I read about it I was blown 
away. I always thought that the civil 
rights movement started with Rosa 
Parks and the Montgomery bus boycott 
and I was blown away by the atrocities 
of the Emmett Till story. We're definite- 
ly into bringing deeper thought 
processes and stories into our music.” 
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THE BAND, WHICH includes Yaho)| 


ki’s brother Jason on bass and , 
Demman on drums, is especj 
excited to be playing this city’s | 
romantic (formerly) smoke-filled pj 
club, Blues on Whyte. In fact, ¢ 
though the band members live 
down the QEIl, this is the first { 
bluessmyth has stopped to play inj 
city, instead of passing on througl 
somewhere else. 

“I'd say it’s one of the best venud 
Edmonton,” Yaholkoski says, ng 
that they've visited it before. “| |} 
Edmonton is a way more cultural 
[than Calgary]. There's these po¢ 
of culture in Alberta that you hay 
find. We'll go up to Grand Prairie § 
you wouldn't think we'd draw a c 
up there, but we'll fill it two night 
row and sell CDs hand over 
don't have any expectations when 
roll into a town anymore.” w 
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GARY LOURIS 
VAGABONDS 
AYKODISE 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
Somewhere between the shimmering 
jangle of folk-rock that was often the 
home of the Byrds and the hippie- 
country of Gram Parsons (which he 
brought to that band for one album 
before carrying it over to the Flying 
Burrito Brothers and his two solo 
albums), lies the little patch of land 
that Gary Louris, mainman in the Jay- 
hawks, has staked out for his first solo 
album, Vagabonds 

The album opens up with “True 
Blue,” a song full of wide-open chords 
pulled together into a rhythm that 
drives on steadily. There’s a sense of 
beginning and purpose as Louris lays 
himself bare in his lyrics, suggesting 
that there just might be something 
fulfiling in an escape from the all-con- 
suming desire to accumulate posses- 
sions that is too often seen as a mark 
of success. “True Blue” sees Louris 
alternating the chorus between "Strip 
it down to what you can believe in” 
and "Strip it down to what you can 
rescue,” and it’s in those simple lines 
that the songwriter’s greatest strength 
is highlighted. 

Louris has a way with words, and he 
uses them well, never flinching, 
whether he’s setting the scene in the 
laidback country strums and pedal steel 
of “She Only Calls Me on Sundays (“She 
only calls me on Sundays / When she's 
had her fill of red wine and cigarettes 
and prescription pills”) or in a more 
contemplative mood on the gently 
rocking “Omaha Nights” (“Am I singing 
melodies all meant for other singers / 
Occupying spaces that were clearly 
meant for others / Am I growing old in 
the arms of the wrong lover’) 
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As good as his lyrics can be, 
though, Louris is by no means flaw- 
less. There is always conviction in his 
writing, but he occasionally drops a 
metaphor that sounds like bad high 
school poetry, stumbling and tripping 
on its way to making a point. The title 
track is evidence of this, with an off 
verse crammed awkwardly into the 
song's rhyming scheme—"Seven 
drummers / Marching in the rain / 
Latin Lovers / Couldn’t feel the 
pain”—and diluting the effect of a 
song that is otherwise musically 
sound in its folk-rock approach. 

If the words are sometimes incon- 
sistent, though, one thing that is 
always assured is Louris’s singing. 
The man delivers every line with a 
voice that is strong and clear. At 
times, it’s almost too powerful—it 
might be nice to hear Louris’s voice 
crack a little bit more than it does on 
a line like “I awoke to feel your anger 
/ And it caught me by surprise.” As it 
is, he sounds slightly distanced and 
emotionally deatched from it. Still, it’s 
hard not to be drawn in by the 
smooth tone of Louris’s voice as it 
wraps itself around the rolling verses 
of “To Die a Happy Man” or the hope- 
ful sounds of “We'll Get By.” 

And there's little doubt that the 


10443a - 124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


bees made honey 
in the lion's skull co 


ae avenue COILP soon 
far 


06. in rainbows radiohead 

07. studio 1 box 

08. youth of america wipers 
09. victrole favorites v/a 

10. old growth dead meadow 


strength in Louris’s voice is well-sery, d 
by the sound of his band. Througho,,) 
Vagabonds Louris is backed up by 
musicians that know exactly what 
they’re doing, punctuating his voi. 
and guitar with pedal steel slides, key 
board swells and runs, melodic ba-¢ 
fills and an occasional choir, 

The band doesn't take a rough 
hewn, rough-and-tumble approach | 
the songs, instead favouring a drearnie, 
sound that gives Louris the perfect pla) 
form for his voice. With the group lay. 
ering its instruments into a thick sound, 
Louris’s singing becomes somethiny 
more than the voice of another singe; 
recounting his daily struggles 
becomes the voice of a storyteller, ; 
narrator of sorts who guides the listen 
er through 10 songs that may or may 
not be autobiographical, but which a 
always compelling. 


aaa MOLLY 
FLOAT 
SIDEGNEDUMMY 


GEN HANDLEY / gen@vueweekly.com 

As always, Flogging Molly successtu!) 
stumbles along the line between trai 
tional Celtic music and punk rock on ‘i 
latest album. This balancing ac 
includes tracks like “Float,” v 
leans towards more of the traditio 
side, but is just as catchy and inspiring 
as the rest of the album’s 10 trac! 
What I've always loved about Flog 
Molly is the group’s ability to deli 
songs that you can sing along to, 
matter how many pints you've ha 
While the entire album has you |0; 
ping your toe from the opening tra 
the rhythm never gets so strong 
it’s groundbreaking. But play songs | 
“Requiem for a Dying Song,” “Us © 
Lesser Gods” or “Man With No Co 
try” and it will feel like St Patty's D 
no matter what day it is. 


JACK JOHNSON 
SLEEP THROUGH THE STATIC 
BRUSHFIRE RECORDS 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
Dropping a Jack Johnson album into 
the ol’ stereo is a lot like slipping on 
pair of old Birkenstocks: famili: 
comfortable and, while pleasant, u! 
mately unsurprising. 

The former pro surfer has built « 
impressive following for his gent'« 
lyrically uplifting folk-pop sound, a” 
while Sleep Through the Static w 
rumoured to be the album where Joh 
son would expand his signature lai 
back sound into unexplored territory, " 
comes across as more of the same 

A few of the tracks delve into mo! 
serious themes, but most of the the! 
settle into his trademark feel-goode”) 
of a hammock on a sunny day 
those who appreciate what Jonns°" 
offers, by all means slip it on ... it!!!" 
perfectly. 
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/ kristina @vueweokly.com 
me “ band from Barcelona 
chose its name well. Ojos de Brujo 
»gyes of the Wizard”) revealed its 
magic with last year’s Techari, which 
saw flamenco partnered up with a 
ariety of other styles such as bhangra 
and hip hop. With Techari Live, the 
band proves how entrancing it is on 
stage, most notably on tracks like 
~sultanas de Merkaillo” and “No 
omos Maquinas.” Even if flamenco 
isn't your thing, the simultaneous 
wntable scratching and bouncy key- 
poard playing near the end of “Piedras 
ys Tanques" might be enough to leave 
you spellbound. If that still doesn’t 
catch your fancy, there's always the 
band’s take on Bob Marley's “Get Up, 
stand Up.” 


| FANTASTICS 
4 Tose YOUR DESTINATION 
INDEPENDENT 


BAYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

When I received the new Superfan- 
iastics EP and saw the distinctive 
red and aquamarine lines of 3D, I 
thought to myself, "Well that's cool, 
1 guess, but I'm gonna have to find 
some glasses to look at this with." 
And then, to my delight, I opened 
the jewel case and a pair of branded 
Superfantastics 3D glasses came 
tumbling out. As far as cover art 
goes, nothing much could compare 
with 3D, but the music is just as 
much fun. From the sunny guitar 
pop of the opening track "Turn on 
Me,* to the rumbling and Nancy 
Drew referencing “Lullaby Punches," 
to the final stomach-punching 
explosion of “The Astronomer,” 
Choose your Destination is a schizo- 
phrenic pop experience that doesn't 
suffer from its scattered nature. 
instead, the songs are seemingly 
united by their shared madness. 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 

EURO GROOVE 

PUTAMAYO MUSIC 

SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 

Usually when a Putamayo envelope 
‘hows up at the Vue office, associate 
music editor Bryan Birtles snags it 
before anyone else has the opportuni- 
'y to call dibs. Bryan messed up this 
week, finally giving someone else the 

“hance to listen to their latest offer- 
ng, Eure Groove. 

The compilation highlights the 

nusic that is emerging in the Euro- 
pean club scene from the fusion of 
immigrant musical cultures and the 
Popularity of electronica and hip 
hop—from the Arabic-influenced jazz- 
electronica of Lebanese ex-pat Toufic 
Farroukh to the working-class songs 
ol tubthumpers Chumbawamba to the 
\gerian-influenced hip hop of Mouss 
“| Hakim, inspired by the struggles of 
‘he immigrant experience in 
Toulouse, 

\US a sometimes-intriguing glimpse 
‘nto the melting pot of modern 
Europe, but, all in all, I just can’t see 
what Bryan gets so excited about. 


Take a bow, 
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For someone who hates awards 
shows as much as | do, it’s strange 
that | so often find myself writing 
about award shows. Maybe they just 
give me the right amount of negative 
energy a columnist needs to get the 
job done. 

But this column isn’t so much about 
an awards show as it is about people 
in the Edmonton music scene getting 
Noticed outside of the city. 

Last week, the nominees were 
announced for the Canadian Music 
Industry Awards, which go as part of 
Canadian Music Week in Toronto dur- 
ing the first week of March. 

These are industry awards, not 
about celebrities. But the ceremony 
will be a barometer of how agents and 
promoters see Edmonton. 

On the list, the biggest surprise is 
that St Albert's Arden Theatre was 
nominated as one of six best venues 
of 1500 and less in the country. It was 
the only venue in Alberta that got 
nominated in that category, and it 
finds itself competing with other big- 
name venues like Toronto's famous 
Danforth Music Hall. 

Rexall Place was on the list as one 
of the tap venues that seat 8000 or 
more. 

And there were plenty of radio 
nominees. Park Warden is one of eight 
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SIAMESISK 
eas BYEN & THE DANISH RADIO 
SINFONIETTA 


PAPER BAG 

Bleak Nordic symph-pop 
Pixie-like dirges for a 
Viking funeral 


NY'S FINEST 

SOUL SURVIVOR 

He's somehow Old School 

And New School, and at night he’s 
Hip Hop's janitor 


DEBBIE FORTNUM 

THE BEAUTIFUL PIANO 
FAR AWAY MUSIC CORP 
She usurped Frank Mills 


As defacto leader of 
lvory ticklers 


KIRK FRANKLIN 

THE FIGHT OF MY LIFE 
SONYBMG 

He's loves God so much 

He's willing to punch himself 
In the sacrament 


Edmonton 


nominees up for radio Music Director 
of the Year, for markets of 500 000 
and up. He's just one of many nomina- 
tions for 100.3 the Bear, whose battle 
with Sonic 102.9 for rock listeners in 
Edmonton is earning attention across 
the country. 

According to the Fall 2007 BBM 
book, the Bear is enjoying a renais- 
sance. The Bear is the city’s second 
most-listened-to station, with a 10.9 
share. Compare that to an 8.2 share in 
fall of 2006. 

Proof? Both stations are nominated 
as rock station of the year. Toronto 
had just one station nominated in that 
category. The Bear's Ryan Zimmerman 
is nominated alongside Sonic's Al Ford 
in the Program Director of the Year 
category; the Bear's Paul Brown show 
is up for on-air talent of the year and 
the station's “Paul vs Yukon $10 000 
Charity Challenge” is up for promotion 
of the year. 

Other Edmonton nominees? CFCW 
790 is up for country station of the 
year, the Bounce is up for Contempo- 
rary Hit Radio station of the year, 
104.9 EZ Rock is up for mainstream 
station of the year and CKER World 
FM is nominated as one of top multi- 
cultural stations in the country. 

The nominations show that the radio 
and touring industries see Edmonton as 
a major player; it’s a rare time when a 
Bear market is a good thing. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


MESHUGGAH 
OBZEN 
NUCLEAR BLAST 


Fast and furious 
Death metal from the land of 
|kea and porn 


THROW ME THE STATUE 
MOONBEAMS 

SECRETLY CANADIAN 

The lo-fi ventings 


Of one man and the things that 
Kind of concern him 


HOPELESS ROMANTIC: THE BEST OF 
BILLY VERA AND THE BEATERS 
SHOUT FACTORY 


Remember that band 
That had that one song way back? 
Yeah, didn’t think so ... 


JESSE DEE 
A Shed POLLINATION OF SERVICE 
STATION SCRAWL 

INDEPENDENT 

Danny Michel-esque; 

From the sparse songwriting to 

The creepy vocals 


SIAN ALICE GROUP 
59.59 
THE SOCIAL REGISTRY 


So sweet and mellow 
I'd fall asleep if it werent 
So freaking awesome 
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Fourteen-year-old Brandon McInerney 
entered the computer room at EO Green 
Junior High School in Oxnard, California 
at 8:15 am on Feb 12 of this year. The 
eighth grader walked up behind 15-year- 
old Lawrence “Larry” King and in front of 
20 other classmates, shot him twice in 
the back of the head. McInerney then 
fled the school, though he was appre- 
hended soon after. 

King was pronounced brain dead the 
next day. Two days later, his organs 
were harvested and he was allowed to 
pass away. Why did this tragedy hap- 
pen? Because Larry was gay and 
dressed “effeminately.” 

Mariah Thompson was at her desk 
and looking at the keyboard when she 
heard the two gun blasts. She said no 
words were exchanged before or after 
the shots. Mariah was one of Larry's few 
friends, someone he trusted enough to 
talk to about the teasing he'd been 
experiencing. “! would always tell him, 
“Don’t let them get to you,”” she said, 
adding, “He didn’t deserve it.” 

King was rushed to hospital and ini- 
tial reports stated that his status was 
improving. Larry survived for a day but 
eventually suffered a stroke. By Feb 13 
he was brain dead but his family decid- 
ed to keep him alive to donate his 
organs. King will live on through the 
donation of seven vital organs, including 
his heart, given to another child on Feb 
14. His dad said, “If Larry had the story 
to write, he'd say, ‘If | have to give 
someone a heart, | want to give it to 
them on Valentine's Day.”” 

Mclnemey is said to have had an alter- 
cation with the victim at lunch time the day 
béfore the shooting. King was frequently 
taunted by other boys, especially after hav- 
ing come out. According to the school 
superintendent, Larry was in counselling 
for “some of his concems and issues.” 

“What he did was really brave: to 
wear makeup and high-heeled boots,” 
said Erin Ming, a friend of King’s. “When 
people came up and started punking 
him, he just stood up for himself.” 

Prosecutors quickly labelled the shoot- 
ing a hate crime. McInerney will be 
charged as an adult and now faces 50 
years to life in prison, with an additional 
one to three years for the hate crime 
charge and possible enhancements for 

‘piémeditated murder and use of a firearm. 

Sometimes it’s hard to believe that 
people are still being killed all over the 
world because of their sexual and gen- 
der orientation. Larry didn’t do anything 
wrong, he was just a gay youth who did- 
n't conform. Even when | was in grade 
school there were lots of boys wearing 
makeup, jewellery and high-heeled 
boots, all things Larry was reported to 
have sported. Even if he‘d shown up for 
class in full-out drag, what was his 
crime? What did Brandon Mclnemey see 
that warranted Larry's death sentence? 


WHAT HAS ME APPALLED is the lack of 
coverage about this story beyond queer 
publications. Where is the Matthew 
Shepard-like response? 

Two days after the attack on King, 
Steven Kazmierczak shot 21 students at 


>. 


R embering Lawrence King 


Northern Illinois University, killing five — 


people and himself. A terrible tragedy, of 
course, but surely our multimedia uni- 
verse can handle reports of more than 
once incident at a time. Aside from local 
media, the story wasn’t picked up until a 
few days later, and by then Larry was 
being kept alive only by a ventilator. 

Surely it's not because Lawrence King 
wasn't a white kid from a happy middle 
class home. Larry is Hispanic and was liv- 
ing at a shelter for abused and troubled 
children. But one look at any of the avail- 
able photos of King will break your heart. 
He's grinning in every single one, a happy 
little boy who deserved so much more. 

Time published a bizarre article stat- 
ing that gay rights organizations have 
overstated the problems affecting gay 
youth, citing, for example, that only 18 
per cent of gay and transgender stu- 
dents have been assaulted because of 
their sexual orientation. Eighteen per 
cent means almost one in five have been 
attacked because of their identity! John 
Cloud writes in the repeatedly amended 
version that appears on the magazine's 
website, “It’s difficult to imagine the 
teenager who has never been painfully 
teased about something.” | don’t think | 
have to point out the difference between 
teasing and an execution. 

| did myself no favours by reading 
more of Cloud’s work at Time, much of 
which contains a healthy dose of disdain 
for queers. Here's the shocker: John 
Cloud identifies as a gay man. Self- 
loathing much? 

It's sickening to see one of the only 
Major news sources displaying this opin- 
ion piece on King’s murder when they 
managed to avoid reporting on his actual 
story almost completely. Why is it okay 
for a gay man to malign gay rights 
organizations when international maga- 
zines haven't bothered to report the real 
issue here, one dead gay kid? 

Of course gay kids don’t own teenage 
bullying, but taunts and assaults over sex- 
ual and gender orientation are the only 
form of bigotry that seem to pervade all 
types of communities, no matter the race, 
religion or location. This could've hap- 
pened anywhere because we still live in a 
society that considers kids like Larry to be 
something other than “normal.” 

The guest book on Larry's memorial site 
is already 82 pages long. More than 30 
vigils have already happened across the 
US and at least 14 are planned in the last 
week of February. A march was organized 
by two students from Oxnard’s Hueneme 
High School on Feb 16 and more than 1000 
people attended. Unfortunately, the vigils 
will not be attended by the people who 
need this kind of wake up call. 

What can you do? Don’t forget this 
brave young man who took the taunting 
and ridicule and expressed himself the 
way he wanted to. Join the numerous 
Facebook groups and MySpace pages that 
have sprung up. Visit remember- 
inglawrence.org and rememberlarry.com. 
And do everything you can to promote tol- 
erance in your community, even if it’s as 
simple as monitoring your own behaviour 
and being as accepting as you can be. 

As editor David L Wylie, senior editor 
of GaySOFLA magazine said, “Let's cele- 
brate the courage of this young man and 
let's encourage our children to emulate 
his willingness to be true to himself, 
even in the face of adversity.” w 


ARE WE MAD? Telus Centre, 111 St. 87 Ave, U of A (264- 
2745) * Conference, hasted by Legal Activists Collective, 
explores the dark side of Canada’s mental health care sys- 


‘tem. Featuring Robert Whitaker, Don Weitz, and 
others ® Sat, Mar. 1 (10am-Spm) 


ARTS OUTREACH BIG BANDS Mackwan's Centre for the 
Arts (497-4303) © For musicians of all levels to play a vari- 
ety of music ¢ Tus or Wed {7;30-9:30pm) 


AWA 12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside Presbyterian 
Church basement, N. door, 6 Bemard Dr, Bishop St. Sir 
Winston Chorchill Ave, St. Albert * For adult children of 
alcoholic and dysfunctional families * Meet every Mon 
including holidays (7:30pm) 


‘THE BUSINESS OF BEING BORN Whitemud Crossing 
Library, Whitemud Crossing Shopping Centre, 4217-106 St « 
Movie * Sat, Mar. 1 (6:30pm) * Free 


COMMUNITY WEIGHT LOSS CHALLENGE * Program 
advising healthy nutrition and exercise * Call Shelley @ 
483-7778 for information 


ARTS EXTRAVAGANZA Expressionz Café, 20125-107 Ave 
(471-9125) © 1st Sat every month (11am-Spm) * Stroll 
through the Art Gallery, shop for unique gifts, listen to some 
Jive music, and enjoy the antics of STIRFAY Theatre 


FROM SILENT SPRING TO SILENT NIGHT: WHAT HAVE 
WE LEARNED? M-143 Biological Sciences Building. 
www.ualberta.ca/ERSC (492 5825) * Lecture by Dr. Hayes * 
Fri, Feb. 29 (12 noon) * Free 


FUND RAISING SUCCESS—WHERE TO START AND 
HOW TO BUILD ITI Grant MacEwan College, City Centre 
Campus, Rm 6-313 H, 10700-104 Ave, www.rcvo.org (497- 
4780) * Presented by Resource Centre for Voluntary 
‘Organizations for non-profit organisations featuring quest 
speaker Anne Kirkpatrick * Sat, Mar. 8 (8:30am-4pm) * $30 


FUTURE TUESDAYS Rim 129, U of A Education Bldg, 87 
‘Ave (492-5055) * Jan Reimer, presentation on Family 
Violence * Mar. 4 


GREENPEACE © The Alberta Tar Sands will singlehanded- 
ly stop Canada from reaching our Kyoto targets. If you want 
To put an end to one of the world's most destructive proj- 
ects e-mail mhudema@greenpeace.org 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11456 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) * Programs and support services for 
people affected and infectad by HIV/AIDS and related ill- 
nesses. Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm reduc- 
tion, education, advocacy and public awareness campaigns, 
contact? @hivedmanton.com 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Allendale School, 
6415-106 St (489-9776/452-6224) www.imagesab.ca * 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Thu (8pm) every month featuring 
presentations, speakers, workshops, outings. Photographers 
of all levels are welcome * Feb. 28 


KNOW YOUR RIGHTS—LABOUR RIGHTS Education 
Building, South Wing, U of A, Rm 164, www-swag.apirg.org 
© Join the Student Worker Action Group (S WAG.) to learn 
about what your bass or landlord can and cannot do, and 
how you can stand up for yourself in your workplace or rent- 
ed home * Mar.4 © Free, contact: swag@apirg.org 


LAUGH MORE IN 28081 © Information sesssions start-up 
every month at various locations in Edmonton. Relax, exer- 
cise and perhaps make a new friend * $20 (donation) e- 
mail: into@steen-worklifebalance.com 


NET ZERO ENERGY HOMES—THREE HOMES AND 
THREE BUILDERS Telus World of Science, Star Theatre, 
11211-142 St © Three builders present their strategies for 
achieving net zero energy houses. Come hear about what 
they are learning and how you can apply it to your own 
house ¢ Thu, Mar. 6 (7pm) ® Free * 439-5608 Solar Energy 
Society of Canada 


NUCLEAR TALK Stanley Milner Public Library, Edmonton 
Aim (439-1160) * Canada's Deadly Secret: Uranium, the 
Global Nuclear System and Alberta presented by Dr. Jim 
Harding * Fri, Feb. 29(7pm) * Free 


ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN IN INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE Union Bank Inn, Giverny Ballroom, 10053 Jasper 
Ave (777-6777) © Women’s Day 2008 featuring speaker Eric 
Thurman * Mar. 4 (11:30am-1:30pm) * $35 (OWIT mem- 
berl/$45 (non-member), lunch included; register online: 
www.owitalberta org 


PALAEONTOLOGICAL SOCIETY EAS Bidg, Room 3-27. U 
of A * 2nd Biennial Symposium * Presentations: Mar. 8 
{9am-Spm); free * Workshops and tours: Mar. 9 (10am 
noon, 1:30-3:30pm); $5 per tour * Pre-register e-mail 
uofaps@ualberta.ca 


PARENT TALK (481-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Edmonton offers support groups and workshops for parents 
at various city locations 


RALLY TO DEMAND JUSTICE FOR FORT CHIPEWYAN 
Rally at the Alberta Legislature * Sat, Mar. 1 {ipm) * 
Contact Mike at mhudema@greenpeace.org for more infor- 
mation 


SCIENCE SUNDAY www.museums.ualberta.ca (492-5834) 
* An afternoon of discovery for kids ages 5-12 presented by 
the University of Alberta Museums * Sun, Mar. 2(12-4om) 


SELF ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (496-5930) « For 
women who are experiencing chaos as a result of a life crisis 
and who feel isolated * Group meets every week 


FROM SILENT SPRING TO SILENT NIGHT: WHAT 

HAVE WE LEARNED? M-149 Biological Sciences Building 

. < re presented by Dr. Hayes © Fri, Feb. 29 (12 noon) 
ee 


OF TOADS AND MEN: WHAT DO AMPHIBIAN 
DECLINES TELL US ABOUT PUBLIC HEALTH 1-003 NRE 
{Natural Resource Engineering Bldg) U of A, www.ualber- 
ta.ca/ERSC * Lecture presented by Dr, Hayes * Thu, Feb. 
28 (4:30pm) * Free 


‘SYNDROME of King Edward, 8525- 
101 St, North door 1 806 28-784) = meeting 
for TS ats an erent TS his = iat edu ne 


VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA COOK-OFF 

‘SHOW Rivordale Community Hall, ated sar] 
. ‘oritest, this year's theme is carrots. Wear an 
‘our fashion show * supa 9 
{non-member\/ehildren 


WASTE=FOOD Metro Cinema, Zeidler Hall, 28101 ve, 
“cradle to cradle” (as opposed to “cradle to grave" concept 


MeDonough and German ecological chemist Michael 
Braungant * Thu, Feb. pce eat 

WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD Civil Engineering 
Building (CEB) 325, www.iweek valberta.ca * Global issues 
film and speaker series * Wed (5pm) * Cine Mabembe—O 
Cinema Descobre o Brasil; Mat,5 * Free 


WILDFLOWER SEED PLANTING Riverdale Hall, 9231-100 
Ave * Sun, Mar. 2 (1:30-3:30pm) * $5 (door), $2 for each 
12 pack of seeds planted * Email cad@transcena.com to 
pre-register 

WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona Farmers’ 
Market * Silent vigil the 1st and 3rd Sat (10-11am) every 
month, stand in silence for @ world without violence 


WOMEN'S BREAKFAST SERIES McDougall United 
Chureh, 10025-101 St (428-1818) * Grandmothers to 
Grandmothers: The Unsung Heroes of Africa presented by 
Judy ube with the Stephen Lewis Foundation African AIDS 
in Perspective * Mar 1 (9-11am)* $8; pre-register 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AFARM DEER Red Deer (403-347- 
6073) * Affirm welcome LGBTO people and their friends, 
family, and allies, meet at Sunnybrook United Church the 
2nd Tue (7pm) every month 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus © Sex, sexual, 
gender differenoes in education and culture focus group * 
Contact Or. Andre Grace fandre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7736) * 
Open nightly Som-3am, Fri 8pm-3pm * Sun: Rotating drag 
shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust 
Lounge and GoDiva and Donnatella NE1 in The GoDonna 
Show, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: Amateur strip con- 
test with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * 
Tue: Free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser * Wed: Hump 
day with DJ Sexxy Sean * Thu: Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fri: 
We made ‘em famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to 
ayoid lineup, no cover before 10pm * Sat Undie night for 
men only, free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, 10804-1719 Street * A group of older gay men 
and their admirers who have common social interests meet 
the 2nd Sun (2:30pm) of most months for a social period, a 
short meeting and a quest speaker, discussion panel or a 
potluck supper. Special interest groups meet for other social 
activities throughout tha month. email 
edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, www. primetimersww.org/edmonton 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www.teamedmonton.ca 
* Women's Drop-In Recreational Badminton; Oliver School 
Gym, 10227-118 St (465-3620); Wed (6-7:30pm) * Ballroom 
dancing; all genders; ballroom@teamedmonton.ca * 
Bootcamp; St Alphonsus, 11624-81 St, Mon (7-8pm); boot- 
camp@teamedmonton.ca * Bowling: Gateway Lanes, 100 
3414 Gateway Blvd; Sat (5-7pm); 
bowling@teamedmonton.ca * Curling with Pride: Granite 
Curling Club, 8620-107 St; Mon (7:15pm) until Mar. 17, 2008; 
curling@teamedmonton.ca * Running: Sun, Tue, Thu; run- 
ning@teamedmonton.ca * Swimming: NAIT pool, 11762- 
106 St; Tue (8-9pm), Thu (7:30-8;30pm); swimming@teamed- 
monton.ca # Volleyball: 101 Amiskiwacy Academy, 
Municipal Airport Terminal just off Kingsway; Wed recre- 
ational (8-i0pm); recvolleyball@teamedmontan.ca; Thu 
Intermediate; volleyball@teamedmenton.ca « YOGA (Hatha): 
Free Lion's Breath Yoga; avery Sun (2-3:30pm); 
yoga@teamedmanton.ca 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St. www.edmlivingposi- 
tive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) © Providing confidential 
peer support to people living with HIV © Tue (7-Spm): 
Support group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
Www.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners encouraged 
to participate. Socializing after practices * Every Tue, Thu 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave * Support meating for 
parents, families and friends of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
Transgendered people * 1st Tue (7pm) every month * 
Information phone Ruby at 436-1998 after Bpm, ar edmon- 
tonab@pflagcanada.ca 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave, 

www pridecentreofedmonton.org (488-3234) * Open Tue-Fri 
ipm-10pm, Sat 12-6:30pm © Drop-in, library, and communi- 
ty internet services available * LGBT Seniors Drop-in: A 
Social time for seniors of all genders to get together with 
tea and snacks; every Thu and Tue (1-4:30pm) * CA: Meets 
every Thu (7pm) * Womonspace: Board meeting Ist Sun 
avery month {10:40em-12:30pm) * Youth Movie Night: Fri 
{6pm) * Games Night: Coffee and games on the 1st and last 
Fri every month; Fri {7-Spm) * Suit Up and Show Up: AA big 
book study group; every Sat (12pm) * Youth Understanding 
Youth: Youth (up to 25 years) support and social grou; , every 
Sat (7-Spm) e-mail yuy@shew.ca * Trans Education/Support 
Group: A place to come and be yourself. Support and educa- 
tion for Transsexual, Transgendered, Intersexed, Two- 
Spirited and questioning individuals at any point in transi- 
tion; 1st and 3rd Sun every month (2-4pm); www.alberta- 
trans.org * Men Talking with Pride: Men's social and dis 
cussion group facilitated by Rob Wells, robwells780@hot- 
mail.com; meets every Sun (7pm) * HIV Support Group: 
Meets the 2nd Man every month (7pm) * TT10 Alliance; 
support meeting, Transgender. Transsexual, Intersex and 
Questioning. Education, Advocacy and Support for Men, 
Women and Youth on the 2nd Tue every mantti (7:30pm) * 
PFLAG: A support and resource group for parents and friends 
of GLET individuals; 1st Tue every month (7pm) * Youth 
Theatre Project: Youth-led group addresses homophobia 
through theatre and 6 video project every Wed (7pm), Email 
Emily@pridecentreofedmonton.org * YouthSpace: A safe 
and fun drop-in for LGBTO youth (up to 25); Tue-Sat (3-7pm) 
ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11525-75 Ave (435-1555) « 
People of all sexual orientations are welcome. Sunday wor- 
ship at 10am 

‘SINGLE LESBIANS 40 PLUS © 4 woman's social group 
gathers once a month on Sat for conversation over tea and 
coffee * Information e-mail: 
singlewomen40plus@hatmail.com 


nsp i 
WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daiiy 
He *® Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizy and Patrick * Sar.c,,, 


SPECIAL EVENTS 4 
DANCE ON AIR Shaw Conference Centre, Hall D, 


wwye.albertaballet.com (428-6839 ext 3) « A) aller’ 
Gala Affair © Sat, Mar. 8 eee Bo 


AN EVENING IN GREECE Koutouki's Taverna, 10310- 
Ave (970-5121) * Edmonton John Howard Society frac 


| to support sate| 
jiture donation/moving muiarce pope 
HARMONY BRUNCH Ramada Hotel and Cont 

Centre, 11834 Kingsway Ave, www.cmef.ca * a 
Commemorating Intamational Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination featuring lecture, On the Fringe, Within 
Our Midst: Condoning State Violence by speaker Dr, Zatiee: 
Lakhani. Music by the Steel Drum Band * Sun. 
Mar. 9 (12:30pm) * $20 (advi/$25 (after Mar. 1) 


(MURDER AND MAYHEM Futherford House (893-8962/4¢0 
7186) * An evening of Murder and Mayhem, you and nine 
other quests will deliberate the evidence as you pass from 
through the rooms in Rutherford House © Fri, Feb, 29 » 
$100, all proceeds to the Youth Emergency Shelter Society 
LA RIVE GAUCHE OF THE STURGEON Hole’s, 101 Belleros: 
Drive, St. Albert (459-1194/460-4310) * Fundraiser for the an 
community in St. Albert. Featuring original artworks by iriany 
artists and displaying a Claude Renoir Tsoi ‘end artwork 
by Pierre R. Renoir * Sat, Mar. 1 (8pm) * 

tps OF HOPE aie cela * Featuring local dancer 
ani . 8 benefit perton hance in support of the 
Kids With Socisty « Mar. 8 © Tickets avaliable at 
TicketMaster, 451-8000 


KARAOKE 


So LS eee 
BLIND PIG 32 St Anne Street, St Albert * Wed/Fri 
Karaoke with Shelly 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain 
Fid (484-7751) * Wed (8pm-12am); Thu, Fri, Sat (9:30pm 
1:30am): with Right Said Ed 

CASTLEDOWWN'S PUB 16753-100 St * Tue (9pm-lam) 
with Off-Key Entertainment 

CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millbourne Rd © Every 
Tue (Spm) with Sonia/Prosound 

CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd (472-762 
* Thu (10:30pm) * Wed: Name that Tune 

ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave © Every Sat (9pm-tam) 

GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) * Tue (9:30pm): 
Gord's Best Live Singing Show 

HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) Fri (@pm-miv 
night): Hot Karaoke Productions 


HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1168) * Fri: Karaoke 
with Krista, Liquid Entertainment 

INGLEWOOD PUB 1 2402-118 Ave (451-1290) * Karaoke 
‘every Thu, Fri and Sat 

JASPER PLACE HOTEL 15325 Stony Plain Ad (489-1906) » 
Every Monday (8pm-12am) 


KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0587] * Sot 
(10pm-2am); Gord’s Best Live Singing Show 


* LAMONT HOTEL » Last Fri every month (10pm-2am) with 


ProSound Productions 


LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Bivd 
(431-5815) * Sun (8pm): With Evolution Entertainment 
MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) # Fri (Spm-late) 
Karaoke with Chris 

MO0JO'S Best Westem Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998-7885) 
* Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound Productions 

MONA LISA'S PUB 9606-118 Ave (477-7752) * Karaoke 
Thu, Fri, Sat with great hosts, sound and songs 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) « Thu: Karaoke 
NEW WEST HOTEL 15025-111 Ave * Every Sun (3-7pm) 


WIKITA'S 10162-1004 St (414-0606) * Karaoke Tue and 
Thu (7pm-12am) with Shelley 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-8165) « Thu 
(9pm): Name that Tune 

ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jesper Ave (482-4767) * Karaoke 
Mon (9:30pm): with Wil Clark and Mr Entertainment * 
Salsa Rocks: Cuban salsa DJ; Thu (9pm) 

ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) « Wed/Thu/Sur 
{9:30pm-2am): with TLC Entertainment 

OVERDAIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 St (282- 
5457) © Sat (9pm); Karaoke hosted by Jenny Joy 
ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Longest running 
Karaoke bar; 7 days 2 week 
ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 
(423-2499) * Mon-Sat (9pm); Sun (7pm): with Ruth * 
Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600); dai © Old 
Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); {30pm 
1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave; Thu-Sat (9pm- lam): with Off-Key 
Entertainment 


SILVER MARTINI -10868-155 St * Every 2nd Sat (9pm: ‘ein! 
with ProSound 


‘SPORTSWORLD ‘AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
Misha asia gall 


THORSBY HOTEL * Every Sat (9:30pm-1-30am) with 
ProSound Productions 

TRANSIT HOTEL 12720 Fort Rd® Every Thu (7:30-1:30) 
with ProSound Productions 

WILLY'S PUB 990 Lakeland Village, Sherwood Pk * Every 
2nd Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) 

X-WRECKS LOUNGE 9303-50 St * Every Wed (7 20° 
11:30pm) with Sonia/Prosound 
YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Camegie Dr, St. Albert (4524029°! * 
Thu (9:30pm-2am): with Off-Key Entertainment 


Jh 
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EVENTS 


08 BREZSHY 
ime 


fi ASTROLOGY 


FS (MAR 21 -APR 19) 
hats the opposite of a freak out? Let's 
| it a freak in. | suspect you're about to 
> into this state. That means you will 
ya at your disposal all the intensity of a 
erical fit, but you'll be able to express 
ully as you accomplish acts of amaz- 
grace. Time may even seem to expand 
you as you slip into 4 wildly relaxed 
spective that unleashes exuberant 
ights with practical applications. 


RUS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 
jople close to you have been trans- 
ming. Be alert for the possibility that 
py are not who they used to be. Your 
jlity to shape reality creatively in the 
ming weeks depends on you being 
le to recognize that some of the old 
ths about them have been replaced 
ith new ones. Now study this passage 


~ fiom TS Eliot's The Cocktail Party. “We 


h 


m) 


] 


e to each other daily. What we know 
other people is only our memory of 
moments during which we knew 
em. And they have changed since 
en. To pretend that they and we are 
p same is a useful and convenient 
cial convention which must some- 
es be broken. We must also remem- 
By that at every meeting we are 
peting a stranger.” 


PMI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 
Ihether or not you consider yourself a 
bryteller, it's time to do the best you 
in at practicing that art. | say this for 
o reasons. First, the people you 
counter will have a special need to 
; about your adventures in redemp- 
bn, the riddles that have fuelled your 
est, and the mysteries that have 
ished you to the edge of your under- 
landing. Second, as you talk about 
ose adventures, riddles and myster- 
is, you will give yourself the exact 
Dost you need to open fully to the next 
pat story of your life. 


ANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

ever play cards with a man called 
loc,” said Nelson Aigren in his book A 
alk on the Wild Side. “Never eat at a 
lace called Mom's, Never sleep with a 
oman whose troubles are worse than 
bur own.” Whether or not you generally 
ped cautionary advice like that, | sug- 
pst that you adopt a more freewheeling 
Dproach in the coming weeks. In fact, 
en the frontier-prowling, rules-break- 
ij, fun-erupting nature of your current 
iological indicators, you may benefit 
OM experimenting with a host of 
ploits that at any other time might 
em iffy or dicey or itchy. 


LEO (JUL 23 -AUG 22) 

Many people who understand the work- 
ings of the subconscious mind use their 
knowledge to manipulate us. Their 
insights into the nature of the deep psy- 
che give them an advantage as they try 
to sell us their products, ideas and per- 
sonalities. Personally, | try to do the 
Opposite, harnessing my understanding 
of your subconscious mind so as to help 
you tap into your unique genius, free you 
from your suffering and awaken you to 
the transformative power that comes 
from expressing your love with smart 
generosity. It's prime time for me to 
inspire your efforts in these tasks. It also 
happens to be a perfect moment for you 
to upgrade your relationship with your 
own subconscious mind. 


VIRGO (AUG 23- SEP 22) 

Read this joke, told by Jeff Thredgold in 
his book On the One Hand: The Econo- 
mist’s Joke Book: “An economist 
returns to visit her old school. She's 
interested in the current exam ques- 
tions and asks her old professor to 
show her some. To her surprise, they 
are exactly the same questions that she 
answered 10 years ago. When she asks 
the professor about this, he says: ‘The 
questions are always the same. Only 
the answers change!” The professor's 
reply should be your guiding meditation 
in the coming week, Virgo. Your most 
enduring uncertainties are inviting you 
to seek new solutions. Questions that 
have tormented and tantalized you for a 
long time will respond revealingly to 
your fresh probes. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 


Will the coming week feature encoun- 
ters with drunken judges, passive- 
aggressive spies, semi-repressed cat 
people and codependent enablers? Per- 
haps. I'm not sure. But | can state more 
authoritatively that you will have to deal 
with at least some of those characters 
in your dreams. And that means there 
may be aspects of your own psyche that 
resemble a drunken judge, passive- 
aggressive spy, semi-repressed cat per- 
son and codependent enabler. If you find 
that's the case, | suggest you open up a 
dialogue with them. See if you can get 
them to pitch in and lend a hand to your 
long-term goals instead of undermining 
you the way they are now. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

Actor Cary Grant said he didn’t necessar- 
ily advocate making love constantly. 
“Who can do it all the time?” he asked. 
“Though | do try.” Your assignment in the 
coming weeks, Scorpio, as revealed by 
the astrological omens, is to attempt 
what Grant aspired to: do the wild thing 
as much as possible. Get busy before 
breakfast on the kitchen table and on 
your mid-morning break in the closet. 


Duck out of work early so you can get 
your freak on. Get a hundred more 
strokes and licks and kisses in before 
bedtime. And if you don’t have a lover to 
help you out in this noble cause, then 
boink the wind, screw the sky, hump 
your dreams, make love to the universe. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

Although dolphins are among the 
smartest animals of the sea, they get 
pretty stupid when they're on dry 
ground. This is according to a report 
by the world’s finest news source, 
The Onion. Researchers found that 
when bottlenose dolphins were trans- 
ferred from their water-filled tanks to 
lab tables, they flunked 11 different 
tests designed to assess their cogni- 
tive skills and reasoning abilities. Let 
that be a lesson to you, Sagittarius, 
as you navigate your way through the 
challenges of the coming week. As 
much as possible, make sure you're 
on your home turf or in your natural 
habitat when you're working to solve 
knotty dilemmas 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

“Often the truth needs to be packed in 
great illusion,” writes medical intuitive 
Caroline Myss, “to protect it from the 
carrier of that truth.” Your job in the 
coming week is to chip off some of the 
illusion that’s hiding a precious truth 
you're shielding yourself from. You're 
getting closer to being able to handle 
the whole truth, but you're not complete- 
ly ready yet. That's why | suggest you 
preserve a bit of the protective illusion 
as a buffer. The dramatic revelation will 
best occur in stages. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

A century ago, human life expectancy 
was 47, the speed limit on most roads 
was 15 kph, and the average wage was 
22 cents an hour. Only one out of six 
homes had a bathtub, while one out of 10 
had a phone. Women washed their hair 
once a month and often using egg yolks 
for shampoo. | predict that between now 
and 2028, life on earth will change as 
dramatically as it did in the last 100 
years, and no other sign of the zodiac will 


be better positioned than you Aquarians 
to thrive on the transformations. What 
can you do to fully capitalize on your nat- 
ural advantage? Create a 10-year master _ 
plan and g 20-year master plan, envision- ~ 
ing what you'd like to be doing in 2018 
and 2028 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 


In the coming week, you should try to 
experience, or at least visualize, scenes 
like the following: an apple pierced by an 
arrow that's lying on a bridge near a half- 
crumpled Valentine card; wind rattling 
through an old tree in such a way that 
you hallucinate there being an angel 
perched in its branches; an accordion 
floating down a stream trailed by two 
quacking ducks; a stranger who's simulta- 
neously crying and laughing in a cafe 
while writing frenetically on white paper 
napkins. And why is it important to com- 
mune with scenes like these? Because 
they will energize your soul in ways you 
can't rationally understand. They will 
remind you that deeply meaningful events 
can be utterly mysterious. w 
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DEAR READERS: 
In the process of starting to crawl out of my 
“| just had two babies! Leave me alone!” 
cocoon, I've been teaching some new 
workshops, one on what it's really like to 
have twins, and one that I'm calling “Is 
=, There Sex After Motherhood?” hoping that 
the idea comes across even though moth- 
erhood is, technically, a lifelong venture 
ending in death, after which, one assumes, 
not so much sex. | debuted the sex one 
recently at the original “clean, well-lighted 
place for buying things to stick up your hoo- 
ha,” Good Vibrations. There was a decent 
crowd and everybody seemed to have a 
good time and when we got to the O&A | 
was gratified by the number of questions 
(that's how you can tell if people were 


VOLUNTEER 


Community Options Society/Board Recruiting 2008- 
2003: Community Options, a Society for Children & 
Families, is a non-profit Society, which has provided 
services to children and their families in 
Edmonton/area since 1976. contact: Deb Huber, Board 
Member, E: debhuber@shaw.ca / T: 637.6156 


FREE BEER, volunteers needed to work at Rock and 
Blues events. Please call Frank at 439-7460, 


Volunteer for Green Party Edmonton Green Team, for 
people of all ages and backgrounds. 
Call 780-472-7733 


Special needs “Lear to Bike" courses at Gold Bar 
Park are looking for volunteer experienced cyclists to 
help with this course. Thu evenings May 1-June 12: 

Sept. 4-Oct. 16. John at jbcollier@shaw.ca 


Planned Parenthood Association of Edmonton 
Board Recruiting 2008 - 2009 / www.ppae.ab.ca 
Looking for active, committed individuals who are 

interested in advancing the Mission of PPE. Contact 
Lance @ Planned Parenthood Edmonton T: 423.3737 
E: lance@ppae.ab.ca 


Do You Suffer From Post Partum Depression? BRAIN 
NEUROLOGY RESEARCH PROGRAM, Dept of 
Psychiatry, U of A are seeking women with post par- 
tum depression to participate in a study. Free child 
care and reimbursement will be provided. Contact 
407-3221 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research studies 
with the Brain Neurobiology Research Program at 
UofA. Call 407-3906 or 407-3221. Reimbursement will 
be provided 


People suffering from MAJOR DEPRESSION needed 
for research study. Contact the Neurobiology Research 
Program at U of A Hospital by calling 407-3906. 
Reimbursement for participation will be provided. 


PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society are looking for 


> volunteer tutors to work with adult students in the 


ESL - English as a Second Language program. 
Training and materials prided. Contact 424-5514 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at UofA seeks 

individuals who have recently delivered and are suf- 

fering from POSTPARTUM DEPRESSION for research 
study (Call 407-3221). Reimbursement provided. 


Do you love art and people? Then the Nina Haggerty 

Centre for the Arts can use you! Come volunteer and 

show off your talents and passion. www.ninahaggert- 
yart.ca or 474-7611 


PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society are looking for 
volunteer tutors to work with adult students in the 
Math Literacy Program. For info Ph 424-5514 


See your brain in action! Participate in research at 
UofA! Right-handed men, 30-50. Reimbursement pro- 
vided. Call 604-0048 


Volunteer Drivers. Monday-Friday. $7.00 -$14.00 trip. 
Driving seniors. 732-1221 


Volunteers are urgently needed to shovel snow for sen- 
iors. To register or for more information, call Heather at 
Westend Seniors Activity Centre, 483-1209 


a» 


interested in your presentation, right? Not 
So interested = polite thanks and drifting 
away; interested = hang around asking 
questions until the management kicks you 
out). There's some serious sadness haunt- 
ing the new and newish mothers, though, 
so while it's all good and fun to talk about 
how a simple blow job between childcare 
tasks can save your marriage (ask me 
how!), some of the questions stayed with 
me after we'd all cleared away the cookies 
and juice (yes, mothers are served toddler 
snacks, don’t ask me why) and gone home. 
It's surely true that in the first few years 
after having your kids your sex life tends to 
be ... well, “lacklustre” is a nice word but | 
think “laughable” might be more accurate 
in a lot of cases. Some of the women at 
these events are really beating themselves 
up over it, though, which | guess is expect- 
ed and is why I'm talking about this stuff in 
the first place, but one of them really sad- 
dened me when she said, quite matter-of- 
factly, that intercourse was still quite 


Do you Jove art and people? Then the Nina Haggerty 

Centre for the Arts can use you! Come show off your 

talents. www-ninahaggertyart.ca; email: info@nina- 
haggertyart.ca or call 474-7611 


CJSR NEWS: News is the telling of our communi- 
ty's stories. If you have stories that the world must 
hear, start volunteering with CJSR's news depart- 
ment. Gain experience in radio, contribute to a 
diverse community, and learn new skills. Email 
news@cjsr.com 


Literacy reading tutors needed to assist adults with 
disabilities learn basic reading and writing skills. Tutor 
training, materials and support provided. flex. hrs, 1- 
2hrs/wk, various locations, Erin 432-1137, ext. 357 


Seniors recreation activity aides needed to participate 
(with crafts, scrapbooking, bingo, baking, etc) with 
disabled female seniors in extended care NE 
Edmonton. On site support provided. Day/evening 2 
hrs/wk. Ellen 432-1137, ext 362 


Walking coaches needed for a small group of adults 
with developmental disabilities every 2nd Fri at 
Westmount Mall, Erin at 432-1137, ext. 357 


Ghost writer needed to help a brain injured woman to 
write her life story, Listening, writing and computer 
skills wanted, 2 hrs/wk for 4-6 months. Old 
Strathcona area. Ellen 432-1137, ext 362 


Pilgrims Hospice seeks musical volunteers to lead 
sing-a-longs and/or to perform for our very forgiving 
day program clients. Tracy: 413-9801 


Become a friend to a new Canadian and share a life- 


Prestige Massage 


12 lovely Ladies, two Asians 
Duos by appointment 
www.prestigemassage.com 
8204 Coronet Rd 440-3643 


uncomfortable for her several years on and 
she hadn't mentioned this to her husband. 
“| think you need to communicate with your 
husband,” the other speaker, a therapist, 
offered. “| think you should find out what 
hurts and make it stop hurting,” | countered. 

How many women, mothers or not, are 
having painful sex and just not mentioning 
it? The most common cause of uncomfort- 
able insertive sex is nothing more compli- 
cated than a case of “not readyitis” or lack 
of lubrication, but a Harvard study cited by 
the National Vulvodynia Association 
(nva.org) estimates that 16 per cent of US 
women suffer from the chronic vulvar pain 
called vulvodynia or its subtype, vulvar 
vestibulitis, affecting just the opening to 
the vagina That's a lot of women! Most are 
young when it starts, and most can locate 
no particular event or infection that set it 
off, but the pain can be paralyzing (many 
describe it as feeling like acid was poured 
onto sensitive tissues, or “like knives”). So 
we have a mysterious etiology, a location 


changing experience. Contact Dulari at 474-8554 


Food Not Bombs Looking for people to help out with 
cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 904- 
8751 or e-m: foodnotbombsedmonton@hotmail.com 


Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 


Network, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork. com 
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SEX TRADE WORKERS 


~Annalise Lane— 
780-965-2377 
www.annaliselane.com 
View my website for more information 
100% Independent Escort 
OUTeall ONLY 
Licenced 
No upselling or hidden fee's 


Alyson 28 Brunette 
Bust 348 
Www.alysonsp.com 


483 6955 or 938 3644 
Ue # 06573614 


Misty... Desirable redhead, mature, petite model 
offers passion, spanking, fantasies or Greek 
442-3039 

52911647-001058816197-002 


Stasia Thomas 
Sexy and young, 
Exotic and hot 
442-3033 


Independent Monique, 32 
Beautiful, amazing body, very busty 
Noon-8pm, 413-0294 


Fireplace ~ ATM = Cash Only 


: aa 
2 Foo Lich Vichots 


We will fdfil all your Dreams & Desires! 
(790) 434-0905 


10143 - Whyte Ave 


(82 Avenue) 
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"Not exactly National Crotch Pain Month, but at least it’s a start 


in the parts that many women simply don't 
mention in public, even if that public com- 
prises their doctor, themselves, and nobody 
else, and an exclusively female population 
of sufferers, and what do we get? Pre- 
dictably, silence, confusion, and shame, 
and while I’ve never been a big fan of 
“men versus women” jokes and somehow 
doubt that if men got pregnant ma/paterni- 
ty leave really would be two years at full 
pay, come on! If men had often been sub- 
ject to agonizing, unexplained pain in their 
manly man-parts, surely they wouldn't have 
been subjected to generations of doctors 
pronouncing it “all in your head.” 

The good news—there has to be some- 
—is that vulvodynia finally /s getting the 
fesearch money and attention it deserves. 
Recent research has turned up solid, quan- 
tifiable, and most important, curable causes 
for the pain: some sufferers, the 
researchers have found, have serious 
inflammation two cell layers deep, inflam- 
mation that had not responded to steroids, 


naughty 


giris! Calgary 403-313-3311 


| Edmonton 


have guessed, considering the kind 
hypersensitivity they've been Putting | 
with) too many nerve fibers in the area, iv 
ducing a pain response to what in oth 
women would just be normal Sensatid 
like the pressure from your jeans agai 
your crotch while seated. The linked arid 
contains some treatment success storid 
the treatments (surgical or medical) are 
perfect but they have the potential to ma 
life worth living again for some won 
who've been silently suffering, too emb; 
rassed or too debilitated to say anythi 
about it. That does count as good news, 1 
| don’t really see a National Croy 
Pain Month hitting the calender anyti 
soon, but | do see this as the beginning 
the end of one more way for women 
suffer in silence and shame, so a caution 
hooray for that. 
LOVE, ANDREA 
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MORE MEN 4 MEN. 


Try us FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 


Graze Vine 


ESONALS 


CLASSIFIEDS 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 


702.2224 
FREE 


702.2223 


ADW 
¢ 6 NOM FORE PUBLICATION 
EDUCATIONAL 


wwewvadastudios.com 


HELP WANTED 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume to 
10596 124 Street 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
sm/PT. Must have mini-van or tru 
ie responsible persan. Ph 907-0571 


TUDENTS & 
SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


Mechanics: 
Journeyman Hi Duty! 
Competitive Wa nefits! 

Must Have Journeyman Certificate 
Submit Resume: 
hirdept@breckels.com or Fax: 780-826-4152 


Welders: Journeyman 
Competitive Wages/Benefits! 
Ability Work Awkward Positions 
Must Have Journeyman Certificate 
Submit Resume: 
hrdept@breckels.com or Fax: 780-826-4152 


Actors Needed... ’ 
Must include professional attitude and desire to 


Looking for reli- 


SSIFIEDS 


Guitarist. Educator. 
Graduate of GMCC music program. 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROAT CLASSIFEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 


Musicians, dancers, artists of all types wanted for 
photo project. Will trade sitting time for photos/head- 
shots. Call Robert 780-916-4662. 


Attention musicians, artists, actors, writers...unique 

venue and opportunity available for performing and 

selling your wares. Call Expressionz Cafe 471-9125; 
20125-107 Ave www.expressionzcafe.com 


Director wanted for musical comedy for Edmonton 
Fringe. Produced by Maggots Inc. Contact Tom @ 
467-8981 or tomsgor@shaw.ca 


Call for Submissions: Cabaret Performance 
Cabaret. Feats—Festival of Dance is looking for 
unusual and exceptional talent in all artistic disci- 

plines, including dance (of any style), visual arts, the- 
atre, comedy, performance art, music, graffiti. unique 
blends, bizarre hybrids. All applicants must include 
discipline-appropriate documentation (DVD/VHS, CD, 
portfolio) of the work to be presented. Applications 
Teceived without the necessary documentation will 
not be considered. Deadline: Feb. 30 


be downloaded from www.artists-society.ab.ca 


Looking for graphic designer to help with website for 


music festival. hotemf.com Honourarium available. 
758-9856 


Calling all artists 17-20 years old. Are you ready to go 


public? If you have a unique style you want to get out 
please contact Steedy @ 297-0545. 


Dancefest @ Nextfest 2008 
Submission Call To Emerging Choreographers and 
Dance Artists 
June 5-15. Submission deadline: Feb. 29, 2008 


ARTIST NEEDED 
In need of artists for collaboration in graphic novels. 
Interested? Contact Ike at lobitee@hotmail.com or 
452-3141 


Strathcona County Weavers meet every Wed, 9:30- 


11am at Smeltzer House. Ph Delores Zadko, 467-7213 
for more info. 


Artists and.photographers wanted to discuss the dis- 


playing of work for possible co-op. Contact at email 
naturelyng1@hotmail.com 


Profiles secks proposals from artists for exhibition 
during 2009. line: Set, Mar. 22, Info T: 
Heidi at 460-4310 or E: ahfheidi@telus.net 


Call to all Alberta artists: Deadline: Mar. 1 for appli- 


Cations to become a Full Member of the Alberta 
Society of Artists. Artists are juried into this visual 
arts organization once a year. Application forms can 


CAR FOR SALE 
2001 HONDA £ 


MUSICIANS 


Bass player needed for original/covers trio. 
Please be serious and professional. Possitive, creative 
energy required. Ph 860-8277. 


Wanted jammers; rock, country and old time for month- 
ly jam. Ph Randy 973 5593 or randyglen@jumpupdj.com 


Established punk metal band ALL ELSE FAILS seeking 
new bass player. Must have killer vox (singing + 
screaming), ne and able to tour extensively, Call 
Barrett @ 221-7413 or Brent @ 902-4551 


Looking for guys to jam with. Serious metal 
Jeff 742-5645. 


Disciples of Power's writer/quitarist has new power 
trio called Dead Man's Train tribute to heavy ‘70s 
rock/originals. Band needs bookings. 1-403-504-5135 


SERVICES 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 


Pri 


Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides cri- 
sis intervention, information, counseling, public edu 
cation services. For 2 customized presentation T: 
423-4102/F: 421-8734/E. info@sace.ab.ca; 
www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis Line: 423-4121 


VOLUNTEER 


Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old. 
www. youthvolunteer.ca 


VOLUNTEER 


Want to stop smoking? Nicotine Anonym 
meetings: 7pm, every Wed, 6 


Hall, 106 Ave, 163 St Contact 
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EDMONTON 
APRIL 11-13 
‘SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 


PROMOTE YOUR 
BUSINESS BOOK 
= EXHIBIT SPACE 

m NOW! 
ISpiritExpo.com 


-877-560-6830 
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CONTEST RULES: 


following will apply: 


- the winner must be 18 or older. 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE] TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH: 

8 train you to teach. 1000's of jabs around the world. 
Next in-class on ONLINE by correspondence. Jobs guar- 
anteed. 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1-889-270-2941 


FRAMING 


PICTUR AMES 


159000 KM, 5 SPEED MANUAL, POWER DOORS, 
LOCKS, WINDOWS. ALARM SYSTEM, 6C€D IN DASH, 
ALLOY WHEELS, WINTER TIRES & WHEELS. 


DEALERSHIP MAINTAINED, 
GREAT CONDITION. 


“MOVIE DOSTER SHOP 


Affordable picture frame aptions. Music Posters. 
81.26 Gateway Bivd. 439-0408. 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981 
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MEXICO 


VERN FRIDAY Neu 


NO PURCHASE REQUIRED! BE HERE TO WIN! 


11834 Kingsway Avenue 
780.453.7320 


www. ezziesnightclub.com © 
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